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HP LaserJet 5SiMX 
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The new HP LaserJet 5SiMX printer means the end of running around the office 
to help users with their printing problems because it features the latest version of 
HP’s JetAdmin printer management software. Your life will be made easier with 
simple network printer installation, sophisticated pre-emptive diagnostics and remote 
trouble-shooting tools. And at the same time the printer users will be able to manage 
their jobs more easily with simple point-and-click printing, real-time printer status 
and job cancellation at any time. There’s also optional enhanced paper handling 
with input capacity of 3100 sheets. Printing is possible on media up to A3, with a 


breakthrough print speed of up to 24 pages per minute for unrivalled productivity. 


Be sure it’s easy. QBstemsitdem tiem 60a 





For more information see your nearest HP dealer or phone 13 13 47. Or, to receive a fact sheet, telephone our 
HP FIRST fax service, on (03) 9272 2627 and request ID number 90204. JWT HPC 580 
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Editorial 


here’s no question that computers 
are changing the way we 
communicate. It’s even reviving 
the art of letter writing, although 
sometimes it seems that it’s doing 
so without also improving the overall 
literacy level at the same time. 

Electronic communication is easy, fast 
and efficient. Sometimes too efficient. At 
least sometimes seems that the efficiency 
of the medium overrides all the other 
communication considerations. 

Electronic communication has even 
introduced a new level of efficiency. All 
those emoticons (also called smileys) 
acronyms and initialisms that populate 
e-mail messages are also creeping into 
formal writing. Although I do use these 
space, time and keystroke saving devices 
in my e-mail messages, I don’t advocate 
using them in other forms of 
communication. 

It’s interesting too, how these devices 
once added spice and individualism to 
online writing, but now they seem to do 
the opposite. Then someone adds spec- 
tacles, a goatee or a top hat to a standard 
emoticon, or coins a new version of a 
standard initialism and livens up the scene. 

A week or so ago, I was participating 
in a teleconference with some of my 
fellow Association of PC User Group 
(APCUG) representatives, when the Chair 
of our group, Judy Lococo—of Louisville, 
Kentucky — wrote, 

“What can I say, WYALLSIWYALLG,” which 
we all immediately knew meant, “What 
you’all see is what you’all get! 

That’s the kind of spontaneous 
originality that e-mail inspires. Of course 
in a more formal environment it might 
not have been as well received. It was 
just right for that particular time and 
situation. 

Another variation on that theme that I’ve 
been seeing lately is wystwyp, or what 
you see is what you print. For black text 
on white paper, printing. from desktop 
publishing or modern high end word 
processing programs, the distinction 
between wystwyP and wysiwyG can be 
small. It wasn’t always that way and 
even today, if you’re printing in colour 
or printing complex graphics, the 
difference between what you see on 
screen and what you print, is sometimes 


visible, by even untrained eyes. 

Nevertheless, wystwyG is good enough 
for most of us. It was one of the most 
liberating developments in the road to 
modern publishing. Computers and the 
bells and whistles that accompanied the 
computer revolution, broke down many 
barriers to publishing, even print pub- 
lications, like this one. As many readers 
already know, the PC Update team makes 
extensive use of electronic communication 
in the production of the magazine. It would 
be very difficult to do it any other way. 

In a few minutes I’m going to down- 
load a couple of last minute submissions 
to PC Update, edit them and upload them. 
Then Ill finish my editorial, and upload 
that too. So that Peter Smith can do the 
layout. 

Nothing out of the ordinary, really, 
except that this month I’m writing my 
editorial from my hotel room in Atlanta 
Georgia, where I’ve been attending an 
ApcUG planning meeting. During the 
meeting various APCUG representatives 
took notes, checked references, made 
charts and drew time lines on the fly. 
Often our work in progress was displayed 
on a large-screen projector, so we could 
watch things develop. At the end of each 
day we had a printed summary of the 
day’s agreements and achievements, 
along with an updated agenda for the 
next day. All the technology worked, 
virtually trouble free. 

Not earth shattering I know. In fact, 
the amazing thing about it was the sheer 
ordinariness of it all. Even more amazing 
is the ease with which we publish today, 
and the variety of formats available to 
us. Whether you are publishing on disk, 
CD-ROM, newsgroups, mailing lists, the 
web, portable document formats—such 
as Adobe’s ppF or Corel’s Envoy—or 
even on plain, old-fashioned paper, things 
just seem to get easier to do every day. 

If you have something to say—and a 
computer, a word processing, DTP 
program, HTML know-how, or one of the 
portable document formatting programs 
and a printer—there’s no excuse for not 
saying it. 

Electronic publications can be nifty, 
sometimes superior to printed publi- 
cations. For reference material, if well 
indexed, with search capabilities, 
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I don’t 


like to read 
online ... | don’t 
know anyone 


who does 





electronic publications can simplify and 
speed many research tasks. But I don't 
especially like to read online, and I don’t 
know anyone who does. 

So while I believe electronic publica- 
tions are useful, and will become even 
more so in the future, I don’t see an 
immediate threat to printed books, 
newspapers and magazines etc, despite 
almost daily predictions of the demise of 
the printed word. 

I still prefer printed materials for most 
things. I print web pages I want to refer 
to later. I print e-mail messages that 
contain action items I’m liable to forget. 
And I print everything I write for editing 
and proof reading. 

I’m not basing that predicting based on 
my personal preference for printed 
materials alone. ’m basing it on the ever 
growing number of books and magazines 
on the shelves each day. It’s funny, but 
even the number of books extolling the 
virtues of electronic publishing is growing 
each day. 

One final item on the issue of proof 
reading 

Last month Stan wrote that Ash would 
be continuing with his proof reading role 
for PC Update. He won't be, and we do 
need someone to take on that role. We 
need someone who has some proof- 
reading experience, and who is able to 
commit to being available during the PC 
Update production period each month. If 
you are interested please contact me via 
the BBS or the Internet. O 
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p— The Dimension, designed especially for the home office and 
| small business combines the latest in PC design with state-of- 
: the-art technology. Featuring an Intel 166MHz Pentium® 
pentium processor with MMX™ Technology, SDRAM memory and Pipeline 
burst cache, the Dimension provides the best possible performance 
for your multi-media, business and communications programs. 
Deal direct and save. You talk straight to the people who 
design, manufacture and support your PC, which allows us to offer the 
latest in technology at the lowest prices. All Dell PCs are covered by a 
30 day money-back guarantee and are delivered to your door usually 
within 10 working days. Dell also offer attractive finance options on 
all our PCs, making them even easier to buy. The 
Dimension is one of the most highly awarded PCs on the market, 
winning an amazing 91 international awards last year alone. To take 
one for a test drive and check out the amazing performance, call Dell now. 


*CREDIT CONDITIONS: Repayments are calculated on 14.9% annual percentage 
rate, over a period of 36 months. The repayment is to be used as a guide only as 
‘edit fees, charges and delivery are payable. Credit is provided by Capital Finance 
stralia Limited 069 663 136 and is subject to approval and execution of the loan 

ract. All applicants must be 18 years of age or more, in regular employment. 


“LUDED. DELIVERY NOT INCLUDED. PRICE VALID FOR CONFIGURATION SHOWN ONLY. PC PICTURED FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY. WINDOWS 95 IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF MICROSOFT 
YE INTEL INSIDE LOGO AND PENTIUM ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF INTEL CORPORATION, AND MMX IS A TRADEMARK OF INTEL CORPORATION. DEL8040 





DIMENSION XPS M166S 


e Intel 166MHz Pentium® Processor with 
MMX™ Technology 

¢ 16MB SDRAM 

¢ 512KB Single Bank Pipeline Burst Cache 

¢ 2.1GB Hard Drive 

¢ 15” Trinitron colour monitor 

e Virge 2MB VRAM Video card 

e Integrated Sound Blaster 16 sound 

¢ MS Office 97 Small Business Edition 

¢ MS Windows 95° 

¢ MS Mouse 

¢ 104 Key Windows 95° Keyboard 


$2929 


or $101/month over 36 months 











™ 


1800 810 284 


8.00am-8.00pm Mon-Fri 
www.dell.com/intl/apcc/ 








Adobe Acrobat 3 


dobe Systems is the creator of 
PostScript, which has developed 
as a highly successful system for 
device-independent printing. 
That is to say, PostScript, which 
is both a page-description language and 
an interpreter, produces files which can 
be printed from a range of platforms, 
including Windows, Windows NT, 
Macintosh and UNIX. 

Acrobat extends the concept of across- 
platform availability to viewing and 
managing documents onscreen. Using 
Acrobat, you can create documents in 
virtually any application on any computer 
system and convert them to the trans- 
portable Adobe Portable Document 
Format (PDF) without quality degradation. 
Such ppF files can be viewed, navigated, 
copied and printed with Acrobat Reader, 
which is available from the Internet, for 
example, free of charge. 


The package 

Acrobat 3 comes on two CD-ROMS, one 
for the Acrobat creative applications, the 
other for the Acrobat Reader and a range 
of explanatory PDF files. Printed documen- 
tation is very sparse, Comprising a 30-page 
Getting Started manual, but this is adequate 
for its purpose. The documentation on 
disc is very extensive, however, and all 
in PDF style. There is, for example, a 400- 
page book entitled Internet Publishing 





Info Box 


Adobe Acrobat 3 






Minimum system requirements 


8 MB RaM for Acrobat Reader 
8 MB raM for Acrobat Exchange 
8 MB RAM for Acrobat Catalog 
16 MB RAM for Acrobat Distiller 


e 


eee @ 


Pentium processor-based PC) 
CD-ROM drive - 






Availability and cost 







e 386, 486 or Pentium processor-based PC 
-@ MS Windows 3.1 or later, or Windows 95 


16 MB RAM for Acrobat Capture plug-in (also needs 486 or 


Available from most large software suppliers 
Rrp: $395, Shop around for prices up to $100 less than that. 


with Acrobat 3 by Gordon Kent and an 
impressively illustrated booklet, entitled 
Introduction to Electronic Publishing. A 
very handy Quick Tour of Adobe Acrobat 
provides some introductory lessons on 
the key features of Acrobat. By the way, 
the online help provided in all the 
Acrobat applications is in PDF style. 

QuickTime, which is required to play 
movies embedded in ppF documents is 
also available on disc. Likewise, Adobe 
Type Manager can be installed separately. 
It is not required to use any of the 
Acrobat components, but, when it is 
installed, you can avoid using TrueType 
fonts. Unlike the Adobe Type 1 fonts, 
TrueType fonts provide text which is 
both unsearchable and unselectable, 
which in many situations would be an 
unacceptable restriction. 


Installation 

The instructions are simple to follow, but 
you do have to decide which components 
to install, bearing in mind that the hard 
disk space required can be substantial. 
For example, my installation used up 3 
percent of my new 2.1 GB disk. You 
also have to watch out for linked 
components. For example, the Capture 
plug-in requires both Acrobat Exchange 
and ppF Writer. You also need to select 
the driver that matches the scanner that 
you expect to use, although if you don’t 
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To: All viewers 
From: Editer 
Re: Proposed changes to brochure 







Here are my changes: 








= ES ade E | 

\lole| ic] a|8 || 
Word is crepeing io’ background print Memo 
Stan Y Microsoft Word - Me... 














Bob Burt 





mind being liberal with hard disk space 
you can select all the available drivers! 
The application Distiller Assistant is a 
very useful component of Acrobat, since 
it allows you to print directly to Acrobat 
Distiller, thus creating comprehensive PDF 
files with ease. The snag is that to use 
the Assistant you need close to 20 MB of 
application RAM plus the amount of RAM 
required to run the program generating 
the document. There is no point in 
installing it unless you have at least 
20 MB—more would be much better. 
During installation, a great deal of 
activity occurs behind the scenes. For 
example, establishing links to your word 
processing and spreadsheet applications 
and installing PDF Writer as a “printer.” 


The Acrobat applications 

The main suite of applications comprises 

e Acrobat Exchange—to view and 
modify ppF files 

e Acrobat Distiller—to create ppF files 
from PostScript files 

e Acrobat Distiller Assistant—to 
streamline PDF file creation 

e Acrobat Catalog—to build full-text 
indexes of ppF file collections 

e Acrobat PDF Writer—to create simple 
PDF files from your standard documents 

e Acrobat Reader—to read, copy or 
print PDF files 


© Gua 


List Files of Type: 





The latest draft of our online brochure is attached. Please review a | PDF files [PDF] 
using Acrobat notes. Also, please look over the existing Acrobat n 
Utah Gear and let me know if those ssues can be resolved. 


{¥ Prompt for Documentinto 77 View PDF File 


1. Replace the ald Pocket Survival tool photo with this one. 
(Click this picture to go to its location in the brochure} 





poe I. comer an MS Word memo to PDF with PDF Writer. 
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Top Gear for Tough Travel 
The Bust from Utah Gear 


Page 





Figure 2. A PDF file for editing, displayed in 
Acrobat Exchange. 


Additionally, many features of Acrobat 
are plug-ins (for Acrobat Exchange), 
including 


e Acrobat Scan—to use the Scan command 
in Exchange together with a scanner to 
convert paper documents to PDF Image 
Only files 


e Acrobat Capture—to convert scanned 
documents into visually faithful 
searchable and editable documents 


e Acrobat Import Image—to import a 
range of raster-image file formats 


e Acrobat TouchUp—to perform 
single-line text editing 

e Acrobat Movie—to add pointers to 
movie files or sound files in PDF 
documents 


e Acrobat AutoIndex—to automatically 
add indexes to your Index Selection 
dialog 

e Acrobat ExecMenu—to create links 
that access any menu item in the 
Acrobat viewer 


e Acrobat Search—to search full-text 
indexes created with Catalog 


e Acrobat Forms—to create and fill in 
electronic forms 


e Acrobat Weblink—to create links to 
the Web 


e Acrobat Optimizer—to reduce the size 
of ppF files by removing redundant 
copies of images and background 
graphics 

Other plug-ins are available from third 

parties for such things as automating link 

creation, serving PDF files as OLE 
documents and teleconferencing. 


Using Acrobat 


As a new user you would need a fairly 
considerable amount of time to become 
reasonably familiar with this product, 
particularly if you expect to use most of 
the resources that it provides. Where do 
you start? I suggest it is well worth 
spending the time to read the introductory 
material provided as ppr files and to take 
more than a glance or two at the more 
comprehensive documents provided. 
Using Acrobat Reader for this purpose is 
a simple step and you will see plenty of 








Acrobat Exchange - [Utahgear pdf] LA iFiLx! 


BE Fie Edt mnmene View ole Wien ee 
OF | MA fe Slaleieir| wields! ede! Cie a) : 





{h Camping Gear S | 
(5 Apparel | 
(5 Gizmos i 


vou ion 
sieve Phan 12 osevedibly nseful tows az af, $8.90 =) 





[3 Pocket Sunival Te PU R E i 
Yhas water filter centeves haveaful mtcre- 
orgaruniys as well as vireiogy, which ate to 
tiny te be topped by Bkration atone. I Explore’: cflectiveness against viruses ty 
geteote ont larger ipurities, especially useful for trips abroad where si- 


thes: paases water Cirongh a fits pce a greater risk, Easy 40 clean! 


unique tri iodine ses. deactis tiny all ad 
the remaining micto-cigapisins. The 


or Simply cotate the handle and pump it s 


* Bre, The Explorer cumes with 








- i 
H hange the first en fo: 
ek extraclomg 3 inter ard outiet hese. 
4 and water bottle clip. abso comties 
f\ with a citcalar inlet strainer that 
a immperaves water few and extends 

filter fife. 


H micto-orgaricrns as well a3 
jvituses, which ate lo fity fo be 
jranoee by fithaton 


UG 4989 G23A 


| 

j 
| This water temoves harmfut 
| $130.00 
i 








examples of good presentations. 

You should complete the tutorial, 
which will provide you with the 
confidence to progress further. It will 
establish for you that the key program 
for development of ppF files is Acrobat 
Exchange. You would initially prepare 
your documents with your favourite 
word processor or desktop publisher, 
with graphics imported after creation by 
your graphics software or selection from 
a graphics library. Movie and sound files 
are not imported. They simply require 
links to be established, but you must not 
forget that the ppF files you create must 
be accompanied by the movie and 
sound files when they are transported to 
another computer system, written to a 
CD-ROM or used as a series of Web pages 
on the Internet. 

The ppr Writer is useful to quickly 
convert a document (which may contain 
simple graphics) from within your word 
processor, spreadsheet or desktop publisher 
to a PDF file, but for more extensive or 
complex documentation you would use 
Distiller, which normally creates much 
more compact files. It produces the best 
results for high quality publications. To 
use it, you would first ensure that the 
Adobe PostScript Printer Driver is installed 
and then add Distiller to your list of in- 
stalled printers. You first create a Post- 
Script file, then convert the file to PDF 
with Distiller. 


New features 


Version 3 of Acrobat carries a considerable 
range of new and improved features. 

PDF creation has been enhanced by 
improving the capacity to compress 
images and fonts and control printing 
information. 

The viewing features have been 
expanded. You can integrate with Web 
browsers, open and convert image files, 
add actions to links, bookmarks, pages 
and form fields and create and fill out 
forms. 

More control is provided for ppF display 
on-screen. You can open documents 
with settings suitable for tutorials, help 
and kiosk applications and you can 
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Figure 4. Adding a thumbnail (and entire file) 
of a PDF Form to an earlier PDF file. 


... PDF system may 
be sufficiently 
advanced to 
supercede 
unadorned 


PostScript 





effect continuous scrolling between pages. 
More actions can be assigned to links, 
bookmarks and form buttons. Links to 
other ppF files open in the same 
window, thus avoiding the stacking of 
multiple windows. You can also create 
buttons and regions in your PDF files to 
initiate actions such as playing movies 
and sounds, navigating and executing a 
menu item. 


Conclusion 


Acrobat 3 has been promoted as a 
valuable package for the creation of 
documents on the Internet (World Wide 
Web) and other online systems. However, 
it may well be that the PppF system is 
sufficiently advanced to supercede 
unadorned PostScript, in part at least, for 
the printing market. Of course, at print 
time, the ppF file will convert to a 
PostScript stream. Perhaps the greatest of 
a number of benefits which ppr files 
would bring to such a procedure is that 
one consistent format would be made 
available for printing. O 
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Parsons Technology 


ast month we introduced a couple 
of titles from Parsons Technology, 
a registered trademark of Intuit, 
the producer of the popular 
financial software Quicken. 

Parsons Technology Home Productivity 
Tools are available on CD-ROM and run 
under Windows 3.1+ or Windows 95. 

Here are two more examples of what 
Parsons Technology offers. 





Announcements International 1.1 

This is a very handy “no hassles” graphics 
program for the quick preparation and 
printing of a range of commonly used 
printed materials. The choice includes 
folded greetings cards, calendars, banners, 
illustrated envelopes, cut-n-fold envelopes, 
multiple certificate forms, business cards, 
letterheads, tri-fold brochures (printed 
both sides), posters and mailers. 

The program is equipped with 50 
document templates and 200 clipart 
graphics images. You can select a 
template and adapt it to your needs by 
replacing text and graphics images and 





Availability and cost 


Local prices not available at time of 
printing, the equivalent products in 
the United States are as follows 

Announcements International US$29 
QV — New King James Version US$29 







& Announcements International - Announcements Portfolio 


~ . ' _ 
‘, Announcements Portfolio 


Select a project type: 


@q@ om 


. Greeting Postcard Business 





Page Designs 


Fox Help, press FI 


Figure 1. The predesigned portfolio. 
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Home Productivity Tools 


Brochures 


C) 


Cut-M-Fold 





modifying the dimensions as required, or 
you can start from scratch if you so wish. 
The opening screen, described rather 
elegantly as the Portfolio., is a graphical 
display of the various formats available. 
You click on the format you wish to use 
and progress from there. A standard 
Windows-style menu bar offers the 
expected range of menus, which contain 
some subtleties not expected in such an 
automated program. For example, you 
can modify selected images to produce 
blur, mosaic and embossing in addition 
to the expected lightening or darkening 
effects and you can tilt them to whatever 
angle you wish. Unfortunately you cannot 
tilt text, unless you are prepared to first 
generate a text-based graphics file (which 
you can do quite easily with Windows 
Paint, for example) and use that graphics 
file as your text source. The Parsons Web 
site (http:\\www.parsonstech.com) says 
that the American version (Announcements 
5.0) sensibly provides for tilting of text 
and will even format it into columns. 
Both the International and American 
versions have a built-in spell checker. 
The images provided on the cb-ROM 
are in either pcx or WMF format, but you 
can call upon others which are 
accessible to you in other formats, 
including BMP, EPS, CGM, PNG and Psp. 


Installing in the most economical 
fashion requires less than 2 MB of your 
valuable hard disk space. 


Envelopes 


Regular 


'-Outside Centre: | 









QuickVerse 4.0 Family Reference Bible 


The Bible referred to in this title is the 
New King James Version, a modern 
translation of the old Textus Receptos 
text. Wrapped around it is the access 
program with its study tools, including 
around 5000 prepared footnotes backed 
up by outlines, pictures and charts. 

After starting the program, the opening 
screen appears with the New King James 
translation and the Believer’s Study Bible 
notes open. The latter offers an outline 
of each book of the Bible, detailing its 
author, when it was written and its theme. 
The verse notes provide support 
information on specific passages. Many 
of these contain cross-references. 


All the maps, charts and pictures are 
listed in a Table of Contents. You can 
access all these by first going to Genesis 
1:1, selecting Note |Chapter Note from the 
Notes menu and then double-clicking on 
the coloured texts, which act as direct 
links to the pictures. You can jump to a 
referenced map, chart or picture in 
similar fashion. 


Eleven menus are provided. These are 
easily explored to determine what they 
do, although in most situations this is 
obvious. For the most frequently used 
actions there are 19 toolbar buttons and 
again, careful exploration will quickly 
confirm their functions. Online help is 
provided if you are in doubt. 


& Announcements International - Announcements Portfolio 

















Figure 2. Preparing a birthday card. 
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f QuickVerse for Windows - QVWIN.TOP - [NKJ¥ - 1: Gen 1] 
(2) File Edit Browse Highlight Search Notes Index Fonts Dptions Windows Help 


nes QuickVerse 4.0 for Windows Online Help 
File Edit Bookmark Options Help 


QuickVerse for Windows Help Contents 


The History af Creation 


ry | Welcome ta the QuickVerse 4.0 for Windows online help system. Here you'll find information an 
Kotte! Operating the program and instructions for using all of QuickVerse’s menu options and screen 
elements. The help system has been divided into different topics to make using it as easy as 
possible. Each general topic is represented by one of the buttons below. You can rove to an area by 
clicking its button. The topics are interconnected and linked so that you can move quickly from one area 
directly to another by clicking buttons or underlined words. You can also move through related topics 
using the browse buttons near the tap of any Help window. — 


> Gen L:1°™ In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2° The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spint of God was hovenng 
over the face of the waters. 
4° Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was hght. 
4° And God saw the light, that ¢ was good; and God divided the light from the darkness. 
8° God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night So the evening and the moming were the first day 
6° Then God said, "Let there be a firmament in the mudst of the waters, and let it dinde the waters from the waters." 
7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above 
the firmament; and it was so. 
8 And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the mormmng were the second day 


(| Color 


The Bible begins by declaring that God is the Creator of all that exists (cf John 1:3, Col. AAA 
ia} ~Highlighting 


. prope 
subject of the creation story, as well as of the entire canon of Holy Scnpture. The purpose of the creation ascii (1:1-2:3) 
is to magnify God as Creator, teaching men and women to praise and serve Him as Sovereign Lord over all things. The 
Hebrew name for "God" used here is “elofie, which is plural in form but not in number. The plural is used for honor or 
intensity, sometimes known as the plural of majesty. It regularly occurs with a singular verb. The Bible is consistently 
monotheistic in its view of God, recognizing Him as the one true Lord (Deut. 6:4; Isa, 44:6, Eph. 4:4-6). By refernng to the 


=f, Reading 
& Schedules 


a 


Press Alt to mpiect from the menu. Press F1 for help. 
begin rile: <nane> Index: <none> 





Figure 3. peaie text and commentary. Figure 4. Online help. 


QuickVerse provides a Bible keading 
Schedule feature. With it you can set up 
to four Bible reading plans for specific 
periods, using the chapters you want to 
read during that time. 


You can save verses in a text file, 
create and open Notes files or transfer 
verses to a word processor. You have 
plenty of flexibility for the last option, 
since you can use Copy and Paste, 
employ DDE or simply import a prepared 
text file. Techniques can be easily 








developed to write lessons or sermons or 
simply to prepare notes. 

An indexing feature is provided. With 
this you can create your own index 
system for storing related verses. The 
topical index is a list of verse references 
that can be recalled. The verses can be 
searched, viewed, copied to the 
clipboard, placed in a text file or printed. 
Size and number are limited only by the 
amount of available disk space. 


You can select Bible text, apply a 
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Intel Triton VX Chipset 
256kB Pipeline Burst Cache 


Intel Pentium 150Mhz 
Intel Triton VX Chipset 


_Perfect 3000 _ 


256kB Pipeline Burst Cache 





Perfect 4000 
Intel Pentiun PRO 180Mhz 
256KB Level 2 Built-in Cache |i Dear Peter 
32MB EDO RAM 


colour highlight to it and later search for 
the highlighted text. 

Various add-on modules can be used 
with QuickVerse. Strong’s Concordance, 
for example, is intended to be used as a 
guide for studying the Scriptures as they 
were written in their original languages. 

QuickVerse is a powerful and flexible 
study tool which can be mastered by 
children preparing for, or following up, a 
Sunday School lesson or adults preparing 
more comprehensive studies. Oo 


Reference Letter 


3.2GB EIDE Hard Drive 

16 speed CD-ROM 

Sound Blaster 32 

300W Multimedia Speaker 
Panasonic 1.44MB Floppy 
4MB ET6000 Video Card 
17" XGA AcerView Monitor 
104 Honeywell Keyboard 


| am writing to you on behalf of my wife and | to thank 

you for your advise and time you gave to us when it came 

to purchase a computer suitable for our needs. We are very happy 
with our purchase and especially thankful for making Our computer 
purchase simple in this complicated computer market. 

Your expertise and after-sales service make dealing with you a 
pleasure. | will also be recommending you to all my friends and family 
for their computer needs. 

Please feel free to use this letter as a reference. 
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Compton’s Interactive Encyclopedia: _ 






Bernadette Houghton 





he 1997 edition of Compton’s If you’re interested in the statistics, let 
Interactive Encyclopedia (CIE97) me quote from the packaging 


has almost as many ways of e More than 37,000 engaging articles 


finding information as there are e More than 8,000 stunning photos and 
ways to scoff a pie! And lurking illustrations 


ees me sipioas Dt paar f e More than 100 videos, animations, 
interface is an extensive repertoire o slide shows and presentations 


articles, photos, videos and sound files. Neue: Gr hous. of ball ae eonnd and 
music. 
After spending some time with CIE97, I 
have no reason to doubt these figures. 
The superlatives are not mine either, nor 
do I feel like quarreling with them! 
CreE97’s default screen view has three 
windows: the Multimedia Viewer for 
pictures, sounds and so on; the Article 
Viewer for text; and the Path Viewer 
which displays various entry paths into 
the encyclopaedia, such as the Find 
Dialog, InfoLinks or Topic Tree (Figure 1). 


visually attractive, 


comprehensive, 


Info Box 


easy to read, 


Compton’s Interactive Encyclopedia: 
1997 edition 


Minimum system requirements 
486DX2-66 : 
8 MB RAM eke MB recommended) _ 
Windows 3. 1 


terrific multimedia 


Dos. 50. 


extensive links to related material, 


Seoccolout VGA display 


e Double-speed CD-ROM Alive 
Sound card and mouse 


, Depending | on the installation 
options you select, you’ll need 


between 486 KB and 31 MB of free 


hard disk space. 


If you don’t like this arrangement, there 
are two alternative screen configurations 
that cut down slightly on the clutter. The 
Path Bar, along the left of the screen, is 
visible at all times. 

To find something, select an entry path 
from the pull-down menu or the Path 
Bar. Depending on your selection, you'll 


including pictures, sounds, videos and 
World Wide Web sites; just click on the 
links and be transported away. It’s 
deliciously easy to find yourself far afield 
from your original starting point. Nor 
need you worry; a Backtrack button 
retraces your steps page-by-page, a 
history list tells you where you’ve been 





and you can place bookmarks by the 
wayside. You can also cut and paste, 
send material to a printer or word 
processor, view outlines of articles and 
change the font size. 


Availability and cost 
Distributed by Dataflow, 
Ph: (02) ee a 


be presented with a dialog box, map or 
list of choices. From here it’s easy to 
narrow down your search and display 
your choices in either the Article or 
Multimedia Viewer. Articles include 





BEE 


€ Compton's Interactive Encyclopedia 


a on Australia 
Po Se (http: /Awww. aust. ermnb.nw.de.us/) 
AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRALIA 


Ayers Rack, known to the aborigines as 
Uluru, is in the ... 


Flag of Australia 





Australia, National Anthern of - ‘Advance 
Australia Fair’ 


Australia 


Tasmania 


— i 


Wedged between the Indian and Pacific oceans, 

Sustralia hes south of the Eurasian landmass. It ts an 
|. 1sland continent and, lke the island continent of 
Antarctica, it is located entirely in the Southem 

: Hemusphere. Australia ts also the only continent 

| occupied entirely by a single nation. Tasmania, a 
| much smaller island off the southeast coast, is also 
|, considered to be a part of the continent of Australia, 


Australia 
Previous4 ; PNext 2 


| one 
| 3 items were found 











Figure 1. Default ClE97 screen, with Multimedia Viewer and Path 
Viewer on the left and Article Viewer on the right. 


Figure 2. Exploring Grandma’s Attic. 
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One of the strengths of 
clE97 is the large number of 
ways to find information—or 
in CIE97 terminology, entry 
paths into the encyclopaedia. 
Topic Tree arranges topics 
hierarchically. Infolink groups 
related articles. Timeline 
presents important world 
events, and Aflas displays maps 
of the world. Explore is quite 
intriguing; choose any of six 
locations, such as Compton’s 
Newsroom or Grandma’s Attic, 
then click on objects to view 
a random related multimedia 
file (Figure 2). A powerful 
Find feature enables you to 
create complex Boolean 
searches using parentheses as 
well as logical operators AND, 
OR, NOT, ADJ (adjacent) and 
three different NEAR operators. 
If you don’t have much 
experience with Boolean logic, 
a Search Builder simplifies the 
process of creating complex 
searches (Figure 3). Results of 
searches present in order of 
relevance. 

And there’s more! Exploring 
Questions poses random ques- 
tions that you can research in 
clE97. On This Date lists 
important anniversaries, and 
Picture Tour takes you on a 
slideshow of the pictures in 
the encyclopaedia, complete 
with captions. There is a 
dictionary, a thesaurus and a 
Star Quest Game where you 
locate various astronomical 
objects in the night sky with 
a telescope. A presentation 
module, Showmaker, enables 
you to create multimedia 
presentations using material 
from CIE97 Or your OWN JPEG 
or BMP files. 

Two features are available 
only on Windows 95 


qd igitateomasterion g 


platforms: Planetarium, where 
you view stars, nebulae and 
constellations from any point 
in the world and on any day 
of the year; and Recent Events 
which presents a slide show 
of important world events. 

CiE97 claims to be up-to- 
date as of March 1996, but 
you can download new and 
updated articles from America 
Online. The software you 
need is on the CIE97 CD-ROM, 
along with a 15-hour/30-day 
free trial subscription. There is 
no World Wide Web access— 
nor, as far as I know, any 
plans for it—so you could be 
up for some hefty telephone 
charges if you do download 
from America Online. 

As for other cons: the 
interface is sometimes quite 
confusing, with results of 
previous searches remaining 
on the screen. The maps are 
just bare-bone outlines of 
capital cities, states and 
countries, and the slide show 
of Australia shows aborigines 
looking remarkably like Maoris 
in features and dress! 

I like c1E97. It’s visually 
attractive, the information is 
comprehensive and easy to 
read and the multimedia is 
terrific. Besides this, there 
are heaps of ways to find 
information, whether you 
are looking for something 
particular or just want to 
dawdle. It runs well on my 
4860DX2-66 with 32 MB RAM 
and the Australian content— 
while sometimes a bit iffy—is 
more comprehensive than that 
of some other encyclopedias 
I’ve seen, including Encarta. 
The price is great, too—those 
days of $300 CD-ROM encyclo- 
paedias seem very far away. O 


From $30/CD, incuding 
certified gold CD. 

PC & Macintosh. 
Quantities from 1-10000+. 
5 years experience. 


CD MASTERING 


e Hard disks, Zip, Jaz, Syquest, & DAT supported 


e Backup valuable data & software 
e Audio CD's and Band Demo's from DAT 
e We can master all CD formats! 


100% data integrity assured. 


Centrally located in Prahran, Melbourne. 


9010 7070 
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™® Find: Build Advanced Search Query 





Operator ae For Type of Search SearchHelp 
Search For box 


[ano a= | a ee =I] 


specitied otherwise. 





Within a search term, you 
can use the following 
special operators. 


Advanced Quer 


Cid 
Brn ? -- Single character wild 
card 
The ? operator matches 
ary single alphabetic 
character. For example, 
“medic? 7?" matches 
“medicine and 
“medicate’: "mn ?r'' 

y {matches "man" and 


Victoria Normal 





Resulting Search Query in CPL 
{Brown AND co?? NEAR /4 Victoria 








elect the media to include in search Madnanmubarel hits to display 





Articles and Facts 


i aa ‘feat 
j os scainsh OP" 





| on , Sounds 
| a ca Tables | 











Figure 3. Build Advanced Search h dialog 





*Who is the current Prime Minister of Australia? 

¥ When and where was the printing press invented? 

¥ What was the date of the Challenger space shuttle crash? 
¥ Who was St. Patrick and what has he to do with 17 March? 
¥ When and where was the ENIAC built? 

¥ What was the original purpose of the Internet? 

*When was John Dowland (lutist) born? 

*Where was Daniel Mannix born? 

*Who invented the Coolgardie safe? 

v Are emus birds or animals? 

¥ Who is the “father” of the detective novel? 

Y¥ Charles Dickens left an unfinished work. What was it? 


Y A famous English novelist was intemed in France in WWII. 
Who was it? 





..¥ Why is the sky blue? 


¥ When will the comet Hale-Bopp be visible in the night sky? 














Figure 4. Some of the questions asked of CIE97. CIE97 gave 
satisfactory answers to those with ticks. 


INDO at 


Qualified Instructors. Evening and Day Courses. 
Also available: Netware and Lotus Notes training. 


MCSE training $5,200 
Windows 95 $600 
Windows NT 4.0 Admin. A LILD 


20) day course 
2 day course 
2 day course 


Call us for a FREE information kit. 


~ J.C Computer Network Services Pty Ltd 


Ph/Fax: (03) 9799 3359 Mobile: 0414 246 494 
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Sounds 

Short Words 
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Cloze Words 
Find Sound | 
Meanings | 
Anagrams 


Rules 
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Figure 4. A iProueess Report. 
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Sound 
Reading 





ound Reading (SR) is a multi- 
media version of an already 
established reading course. Its 
objective is to improve the 
reading skills of its students, 
who the authors expect would be 
aged 10 years or above. Its design 
ensures it is a suitable teaching 
resource for both school or home. 





The Course 

SR is presented on three CD-ROMs 

e Sound Reading—Short Single 
Vowels and Long Single Vowels 


e Sound Reading— Double 
Consonants and Double Vowels 

e Sound Reading— Advanced 
Structures 

Each part represents about 25 hours 


of structured learning. However, only 


the first of these was made available 

for review, so I cannot comment on 

the other two disks, although it 

would be reasonable to assume a 

common style of presentation and 

reporting. The main features include 

e Activity based learning within a 
structured course design 

e Development of skills through a 
mix of familiar and new tasks 

e Self-paced learning with the 
progressive introduction of more 
complex and difficult tasks 

e Use of both phonics and whole 
language 

e Incorporation of the student’s 
voice within activities 


e Grading and reporting of progress 
on demand 


Using the Course 
Setting up is quickly accomplished. 


You need you to install a special font 


and restart Windows to allow the 
font changes to occur. You keep the 
CD-ROM in its drive when using SR. 


On starting the program, the Main 
Map screen appears, with 12 large 
icons representing each of the 
vowels in either long or short form. 
Why 12 icons, you may ask, when 
there are only 5 vowels? The answer 
is that the letter y has been included 
as it can behave as either a short or 
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a long vowel. 


The logical way to use the program 
is to start at lesson one and work 
steadily through the sequence. The 
first lesson contains the most detailed 
help—where help is obtained by 
clicking on the image of Miranda. 
The response is invariably vocal 
rather than textual, but the early 
assistance results in a demonstration 
of the task or activity. 


Each lesson comprises a range of 
exercises which include spelling and 
grammar hints, audio recognition, 
identification of key endings and 
words, word-building, anagrams, 
reading, comprehension, listening 
and memory activities. An activity 
which was new to me (by name, 
at least) was Cloze—what an ugly 
word! It transpires that this is a “fill 
the gaps in a sentence” exercise. 


Some of the key features need 
further clarification 


e The Alphabet button—signals a 
series of drill and practice 
exercises for the student to 
practise the sounds made by the 
different letters of the alphabet. 


e Syllabication—another ugly word! 
At least this one has an accepted 
meaning and appears in standard 
reputable dictionaries. It is one of 
the main components of SR. 
According to the manual, it is the 
syllabication rules and strategies 
that form the basis of reading 
improvement. The Practice option 
enables you to practise the three 
syllabication rules. First, you drag 
and drop the divider between the 
correct letters of the proffered 
word and then you determine 
whether the vowel sound in the 
syllable is short or long. 

e Codebreaker—this is a memory, 
letter and word recognition 
activity. Using the mouse, you 
drag each letter to its correct 
position amongst the code boxes. 
You hear each word as it is 
successfully completed and the 
entire sentence when all is done. 


e Sounds—to develop audio memory 
skills, you are asked to determine 
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a series of sounds. For example, 
you might be asked to recall a 
series of “short o + consonant” 
endings which have been vocalised 
for you. For the Hard or Expert 
grades of this testing segment you 
would almost certainly need to 
write them down as they are 
uttered, to recall them correctly. 


e The Passage activity—one of the 
key elements in the program. You 
first listen to a passage or extracts 
from it, then record your own 
reading of it. The activity also 
includes a range of comprehension 
and identification exercises. 

The program works smoothly and 

the diction for the spoken phrases is 

excellent. 


The manual 


The 18-page manual (for the first 
CD-ROM only) adequately covers the 
installation and operation of the 
program, but for an application 
which is providing useful instruction 
in important aspects of the English 
language, I was disappointed in the 
relatively large number of 
grammatical errors that it contains. 


Conclusion 


A program such as this has, of 
necessity, to establish some rules of 
pronunciation, for which there may 
not be universal agreement. For 
example, one of the exercises asks 
you to make up short-vowelled 
words from a longer word. Thus, for 
the vowel a, from the word baggage 
the shorter word gag is permitted, 
but not the word age. There would 
be little disagreement for the 
contention that the word age uses 
the long vowel. However, from the 
word encapsulate, the shorter word 
at is permitted, but not the word 
ate, which many people would 
pronounce, just as correctly, in 
precisely the same fashion as the 
word aft 

Despite these quibbles, I hasten to 
add that the program is well 
designed and has some excellent 
features to aid students to improve 


their reading and elocution skills. O 
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excellent 
features to 
improve 
reading and 


elocution skills 


Info Box 


Sound Reading 


Minimum system 
requirements 
e 386 DX33 (486 or 
higher preferred) 
Win 3.1x or 95 
4 MB free RAM 
VcaA 256-Colour 
Graphics 
_Dual-speed ..... 
CD-ROM drive 
8- or 16-bit 
sound card 
Microphone 
recommended, 
but not essential 


Availability and 
cost 


Distributed in 
Australia and 

New Zealand by 
Manaccom Pty Ltd 
Ph: (07) 3870 4900 
Fax: (07) 3870 9440 
Available at 
educational 
software stockists 


Rre: $69.95 ea 









othe 


Figure 5. Syllabi 


ee 
File Options 


cation! 


a| Re-errange the 
4\ letters in the word 
a| encupeulution to 
Hee dad olla june tule ule puce tune 


4] Ask Miranda if you 
need help. 


pails iach: ee 


Figure 6. Does “tuna” really end in a silent “e’? 


Complete Overvoltage Protection 
for your Computer/Fax/Modem 


Australian made Novaris products 
(as reviewed in PC Update, December 96) 


protect against Power surges and Lightning strikes. 
Rated to 16,000 amps (Tested to AS1768) 


Distributed by 


Orion Pacific Pty Ltd 
PO Box 1021 Frankston Vic 3199 
(Unit 2/790 Nepean Hwy Mornington) 


0419 945 791 


Mains and fax/modem unit Members $170 non-members $190 
Postage $2.50 or courier delivery $10.00 

Name 

Melb PC User Group membership No. 

Delivery Address 

Town State PIC. 
Cheque (payable to Orion Pacific P/L) or 

Debit my credit card (Bankcard / Visa / Mastercard) 

Credit card No. $ 

Expiry Date___/___—s— Signature 




















15 





Stan Johnstone 





Gene Barlow— our 
special visitor 

One of the highlights for 
Melb PC during April 
was the visit of Gene 
Barlow who presented 
PartitionMagic for 
PowerQuest at the 
monthly meeting. 

Back in November 
1986 at the Comdex 
Exhibition in Las Vegas, 
IBM sponsored a summit 
meeting of the larger 
User Groups including 
those from Washington, 
Boston and Houston. 
Out of this meeting came 
the beginnings of the 
Association of PC User Groups (APCUG). 


Melb PC’s involvement with APcuG is a 
very important feature that enables us to 
develop close ties with the major 
vendors of computer software and 
hardware. Here in Australia we rely 
heavily on local agents and distributors, 
however through APCUG we maintain a 
direct link to the major companies that 
are located in the US and elsewhere. 


Ever since that original meeting, IBM 
has been one of the major sponsors of 
APCUG especially at the conferences that 
are held at the time of Comdex each 
year. Without the network of ApcuUG and 
the constant interchange of ideas it is 
unlikely that user groups would have 
been able to continue as successfully as 
they have. 


With Ash Nallawalla currently as 
Vice-President, and Carol Daniels on 
the Board of Advisors, Melb PC is well 
represented in ApcuG. At the recent 
conference during April they continued 
the sharing of expertise and knowledge 
that can only be gained from experience 
in groups of all sizes. 


Gene mentioned how he had been 
looking forward to visiting Melb PC for 
many years, andit was a great pleasure 
to welcome Gene Barlow to Melbourne. 
It is doubtful that without his influence 
Melb PC, and user groups like us would 
be able to exist today. 
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Gene Barlow 


Office activities 

If you visited the office 
during the latter part of 
March and April you 
probably saw everyone 
moving as a blur. March is 
our busiest month for the 
renewals of memberships 
and Internet subscriptions, 
and mountains of mail 
went out, and equally 
large mountains arrived 
back. 

So many of the office 
volunteers were involved 
in this activity that I can 
only express the general 
thanks on behalf of all 
members to all of the 
volunteers who contributed. Yet despite 
all that activity, they were also able to 
keep up with their normal work. 

A sadder note came with the resignation 
of Tom DeLosa. Tom worked in the 
office initially as a volunteer for many 
months before becoming a member of 
staff almost two years ago. He has been 
a great support to Tricia Swan at all 
times, he will be greatly missed, but I 
am sure he will always be close by. 

When you consider that we have only 
two (and a half) paid office staff to cater 
for the needs of our 11,700 members, it 


is one example of how we run a very 


lean organization. There is an enormous 
pressure on those working in the office— 
phones ringing, and all manner of 
constant interruptions occur continually 
throughout the day—yet despite this, 
they still are able to keep their cool. 

But there again, without the willing 
band of office volunteers it would not be 
possible, and their continued support is 
essential and appreciated. 


Orientation days 


The orientation days continue to be a 
great success, and I must admit that I 
welcome the opportunity to get to know 
members, while explaining to them how 
to enjoy all the benefits that Melb PC 
has to offer. 

Please come along yourself, and bring 
a friend with you who we might subtly 


induce to join also. The next orientation 
day will be on Saturday 10 May 1997 
starting at 10.00 am. Please ring the 
office on (03) 9699 6222 to make a 
reservation, as we are limited to the 
number we can handle at the one time. 


Seminar nights 

These training sessions continue to be a 
great success, and our next one is on 
Friday 16 May 1997 starting at 6.30 pm. 

It had been planned to run a night on 
the latest Internet applications, however 
following the success of the previous 
Windows 95 night, we have held that 
back a month and repeated the topic of 
Windows 95 for New Users. 

For just $15 for the three-hour course, 
we hope those who missed out last time 
will be able to attend this month. Please 
ring the office on (03) 9699 6222 as 
bookings are essential. 


Shareware 
The Webster family continues to do a 
wonderful job of maintaining the 
Shareware library as they have for many 
years. They have introduced new 
methods and continue to offer the latest 
and the best material available worldwide. 
For his Queen’s Scout Award, Glenn 
Webster undertook as one of his tasks 
the further extension and development of 
our Shareware library. This he 
accomplished in his normal keen and 
thorough manner, and on behalf of Melb 
PC I would like to congratulate Glenn 
on achieving this award. 
You can read Glenn’s latest summaries 
of new Shareware on pages 44 to 47. 


Until next month 


There are many things happening at 
Melb PC and planning was not helped 
with the rumours of Telstra’s introduction 
of timed local calls. So many matters are 
influenced by the actions of others, that 
at times we feel that we are almost 
running on a month-by-month basis. 
Long term planning is always difficult 
particularly in these confusing times, but 
let me assure you we are 
continuing to work and 
plan for long future. 
Best wishes, 
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Hian technology 
old asnion sew, 


Imagesetting your PC or MAT files is 
not always as straightforward as some 
software vendors would like us to 
believe. 

However we specialise in assisting you 
achieve the required result. 

Our experience in electronic pre-press 
means that we have faced most of the 
pit falls before and can save you 
having to "reinvent the wheel’. 

If you use any postscript publishing or 
graphics program we can quickly and 
economically output your files on our 
high speed imagesettier. 

We also supply graphic arts software 
(Call us for prices on all Adobe or 
Corel products), Scanning, CD writing, 
file conversions. 

Zap your files to us via our BBS 
(03 5224 1054) or the internet 




























































DESIGNSERVICES' 
WWW. pagination.com.au 

(03) 52232494, image@pagination.com.au 

14 Albert Street, Geelong West 3218 
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¢ UP TO 80% OFF ORIGINAL CARTRIDGE COST! 
* Easy to use, re-usable refill kit * Highest quality U.S. ink. * Performs like the 
original! * Complete with ink, accessories & instructions. * Environmentally friendly. 

Description | Cartridge | No. of Kit 
To Suit: Number ! Refills | Price 
HEWLETT PACKARD 



















































HP 500 /Portable /DW300 - Black 51608/33A 4 $35 
HP 400/500 Series High Cap. - Blk 51626A/33M 4 $45 
HP 400/500 Series - Tricolour 51625A 4ofea.Col. | $45 
HP 600/660/690C - Black 51629A 4 $45 
HP 600/660/690C - Tricolour 51649A 4 of ea. Col. | $45 
HP 820/850/870/1600c - Black 516454 3 $45 
HP 820/850/870 - Tricolour S1641A 2 of ea. Col. | $45 
HP |200/650 (C,M,Y,B) 5 1640/50 3 $45 
HP Paintjet - Black 51606A 6 $35 
HP Paintjet - Tricolour 51606C 4 of ea. Col. | $45 
HP Think/Quiet Jet/Diconix - Blk. | 51604A 2 $35 
CANON 

* Canon BJ10/Starwriter - Black | BCO! 5 $35 
* Canon BJ200/230/BJC210 - Black] BC02 5 $35 
* Canon BJC210 - Tricolour BC05 4of ea.Col. | $45 


* Canon B]C600/610/620 - Black | BjI201 6 $35 
* Canon BJC600/610/620 -Tricolour | BJI201 2.5 of ea. Col. | $45 
* Canon BJC300/330 - Black Byl642 3 $35 
* Canon BJC4000/4100/4200/4550-Blk.} BCI20/BCI2|BK 4730 $45 
* Canon BJC4000/4 1 00/4200/4550 -Tricolour | BCI210C [0 of ea. Col. | $45 
* Canon BJ30/BJC70 - Black BCIIOBK 2 $35 
* Canon BJC70 - Black BCIIIBK 30 $35 


* Canon BJC70 - Tricolour BCIIIC 20 of ea. Col. | $45 
Canon BJC800/820 (C,M,Y,B) Byl643 4 $45 
* Compatible with either Apple Stylewriter, IBM, Brother or Star. 
EPSON 

Epson Stylus 400/800/1000 - Black | S020025/39 4 $35 
Epson Stylus Col./Pro/XL - Black | S020034 3 $35 
Epson Stylus Col./Pro/XL - Tricol. | S020036 2 of ea. Col. | $45 
Epson Stylus Col,/II/lls/820/200-Blk } S020047 6 $35 
Epson Stylus Col./II/Ils/820 -Tricol. | S020049 4of ea.Col. | $45 
Epson Stylus 1500 - Black $020062 2 $35 
Epson Stylus 500 - Black S020093 6 $35 
Epson Stylus 200/500 - Tricolour | S020097 4 of ea. Col. | $45 
LEXMARK/IBM 

Lexmark/IBM 4076 /1020 - Black | 1380620 3 $45 
Lexmark/IBM 4076 /1020 - Tricol. | 1380619 2 of ea. Col. | $45 


C-ITOH/XEROX 
C-itoh CJ300/Xerox 4004 - Black | C)300/8R7638 3 $45 


PLEASE CALL FOR OTHERS NOT LISTED! 


OfficeNET Computer Supplies 
20 Briggs St, Caulfield Sth, Vic. 3162 
Ph. (03) 9532 9070 Fax. (03) 9532 7470 


Hours 9-5 Mon. to Fri., 9-12 Sat. All cards, cheque or cash. Mail Order (Pls. add $3.95 P & H) 
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Digital Music 






nless you are hearing impaired, 
you know what “sound” is 
Sound is defined as the stimu- 
lation of auditory nerves by 
sound waves or vibrations 
carried to the ear by air. Some sounds, 
like the banging of a door, we define as 
“noise.” 

What is the difference between noise 
and music? Musical tones or sounds are 
nothing more than changes in air pressure. 
But, the same is true with noise. With 
noise these changes are random while 
with music the changes or tones are 
produced in a discernable pattern that 
lends itself to more pleasing rhythms and 
sounds to the human ear. 

Sometimes the fine line between noise 
and some so-called “music” is a matter of 
personal taste. I am not a fan of Heavy 
Metal Rock. It would be difficult for me 
to place it on the music side of the line. 
To gain a basic understanding of digital 
music, you must also understand some 
of the basic physical properties of sound 
and music. 

Air pressure waves can be mathematically 
graphed as wave forms. The simplest of 
these forms is the sine wave. Sine waves 
have two characteristics; frequency and 
amplitude. Frequency is the number of 
times per second that one peak and one 
trough (a wave cycle) repeats itself. 

Our brains interpret this as pitch or the 
highness and lowness of sound. The 
human ear is capable of discerning 
sounds in the range of 50 Hz, a low 
sound or pitch on a Pipe Organ, up to 

























This article was reprinted from the 
June 1996 issue of Throughput, 
the Journal of the SouthWest In- 
ternational Computer Club, Texas. 
Copyright (c) 1996, the South- 
West International Personal Com- 
puter Club (SWIPCC). All rights 
reserved. Permission to reprint this 
article is granted to other non- 
profit computer user groups for 
non-commercial use, provided 
credit is given to the author, 
SWIPCC THROUGHPUT, and one 
copy of the publication containing 
the reprinted article is sent to 
SWIPCC’s Newsletter Editor. 

SWIPCC Editor, PO Box 371236. 
El Paso, Texas 79937 USA 
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6 days 


per week 


available 


Bayside Solutions 
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14 kHz, which might be the pitch of a 
shrill whistle. As we get older, we loose 
the higher frequencies of our hearing. A 
person in their sixties would be fortunate 
to hear frequencies in the 12 kHz range. 
On the other hand, most animals can 
hear frequencies well above 18 kHz. 

The second characteristic of a sine 
wave is amplitude, which the ear and 
brain translate as loudness. A combination 
of sine waves makes up a more complex 
sound wave which determines a sound’s 
timbre—that is whether the sound 
sounds like a trumpet or a violin to us. 


In order for computer buffs to produce 
digital music with their computers, they 
must install a computer sound board. 
Sound boards vary greatly both in quality 
and price. While there are several 
companies that manufacture sound cards, 
the company that seems to be the most 
popular with the computer hobbyist is 
Creative Labs, which makes the Sound 
Blaster audio and multimedia computer 
boards. On the low end in sound and 
cost is the Sound Blaster 16 Value PnP. 
The SB 16 boasts CD-quality digital audio 
delivering true 16-bit stereo sound that 
exceeds MPC1 and MPC2 standards. The 
advanced synthesiser provides very good 
sounding music as well as special effects. 
For the hobbyist on a budget, the SB 16 
Value board is a good bargain and can 
be Wave Table upgradable. Windows 95 
users enjoy the Plug’n’Play (PnP) feature 
and accompanying software that make 
installation and configuration of IRQs and 
addresses a much easier operation. The 


On Site Training, Support and Consulting Services 


& M.Y.O.B 
& Windows 3.1 
Windows 95 
Best! Books 


Internet 


eMail: bayside@pobox.com 
http://www. bayside.com.au/~ bayside 








Jobn Bracey 


top Sound Blaster audio board is the 
Sound Blaster AWE32 PnP. The 
Advanced WavEffects 32 (AWE 32) is an 
audio card that allows you to obtain 
realistic acoustic reproduction through 
digitised sound samples. The AWE 32 
supports major MIDI standards such as 
General MIDI, Roland GS, and MT-32. 
Your Sony, Mitsumi, or Panasonic CD-ROM 
drive cable can be plugged into the AWE 
32 board eliminating the need for the 
board that came with the CD-ROM drive 
and freeing up a slot in your computer. 
Recent Sound Blaster boards emulate the 
Roland MPU-401 board so that with the 
addition of an inexpensive mip! kit and 
cables, a MIDI electronic musical instrument 
or keyboard can be connected and 
played through your computer. 

The last ingredient necessary for digital 
music is the device that reproduces and 
transmits the sound waves for our ears 
to hear. This device can be a simple set 
of inexpensive earphones that plug into 
and are powered by your sound board. 
A more expensive amplified speaker 
system such as your stereo hi-fi can be 
connected to your computer. We'll look 
at some of these options in the future. O 


NO FEAR 


When you use a SOLA UPS. 
It protects your hardware and data 
against spikes, surges, brownouts and 
\ TOTAL POWER FAILURE. 4 


Peace of mind. 
2 YEAR WARRANTY 
300VA power. 


Nou: includes special software 
(Win 3.11, 95) & cable to monitor 


and log UPS & mains performance. 
Full 4 pages of data available 


by, e-mail, fax, post. 

















$269.90 incl s/tax, you pickup. 
del to inner Melb burbs + $10. 


E.P.S. Electric Parts Supplies p/l 
e-mail: terryf@perthpcug.org.au 
ph:09 472 9202, fax:09 472 9203. 
we accept visa, m/card, b/card. 


ORDER NOW AT THIS SPECIAL PRICE! 


other sizes available, just ask! 
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_ @ High Speed Data up to 33,600bps . 
_ @~ Ideal for Home or Office 

_ @ Unique Faxswitching Technology . 
_ @ Supports Telstra’s FaxStream = 
. duet - distinctive ring 

_ @ Australia-wide Support 

_ @ Lifetime Warranty 

| @ = Integrated Communications 
¢ Answering Machine 

¢ Hands-free Speakerphone 

¢ Simultaneous Voice and Data 
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| headset with boom 
‘es microphone. 
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(*after registration) 
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®@ 3yr Warranty 
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MegaModem 336 


Robotics ASAVIEK “m7 ‘woven 
Prices start at 


SRB BR DATE, COSMBINCANCRY 


Modem Superstore 
Call: (03) 9899 4744 


Showroom: 167 Middleborough Road 
Box Hill South MELBOURNE VIC 3128 
03) 9897 3939 BBS: (03) 9899 4733 


All Registered Trademarks and names belong to thelr various registered owners. Prices subject to change without notice. E. & O. E. lid 
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Tips and tricks 


Caps problem 


Do you ever hit CapsLock instead of the 
Shift key and continue typing? If you are 
using Windows 95 there is help. 

You can modify Windows to make a 
sound when the Caps Lock button is hit. 
Do this by clicking on Start, Settings, 
Control Panel, Accessibility Options and 
click on the ToggleKeys check box. Now 
when you press CapsLock, it will make a 
sound and when you press it again, to 
turn it off, it will make a different sound 


Sorting files in Windows Explorer 


Often it is useful to see your files sorted 
by date, to find your most recently saved 
files, or by size to see what is taking up 
the disk space. With Windows 95 
Explorer just click on any of the headings 
in the right-hand pane and your files will 
sorted by that field. Click again to reverse 
the sort order. 


If you cannot see the file details in the 
right-hand pane, then click on View, 
Toolbar and then on the Details icon on 
the tool bar. This is the furthest one on 
the right and you may have to drag the 
right-hand border farther over to make 
this icon appear 


Suspending auto numbering in Word 


When using auto numbering of 
paragraphs, users often find it tricky 

to have two or more paragraphs under 
the one point without the next number 
appearing and it is a messy business 

to fix this once it has happened. The 
answer is actually very simple. Instead of 
pressing Enter to start a new paragraph, 
press Shiftt+Enter. You will get a new 
paragraph without a new number. Press 
Enter and the new number will appear. 


Promoting levels in Word 5 vs Word 7 


In regards to how to promote further 
levels using multi-level numbering there 
is a difference between Word 5 and 
Word 7. To go from 1. to 1.1 in Word 5 
you have to press Shift+Alt and the right 
arrow. In Word 7 this still works but the 
tab key will achieve the same thing. Tab 
again to get 1.1.1 and Shift+Tab to go 
back one level. 


Assigning “Print Current Page” 

I often wish to print just the current 

page in a multi-page Word document. 

Because I tend to do this frequently, I 

have assigned both a keyboard shortcut 

and an icon on the Toolbar to save going 
through the File, Print menu option. This 
is not that difficult to achieve but takes 
several steps. To assign your commonly 
used commands do the following: 

e Click on Tools, Macro, then give it a 
name and description 

e Click on Record and assign it to the 
Keyboard 

e Press the key combination that you 
wish to use. In my case I’ve selected 
Ctrl+Shift+P (Ctrl+P brings up the 
normal print box.) Word will show if 
the combination you have selected is 
already assigned. If it is, and you don’t 
use that combination (in my case, it is 
pre-assigned to FontSize Select which I 
do not invoke from the keyboard) you 
can reassign it. If you do use the 
function to which the key combination 
is already assigned, simply select 
another combination that isn’t used. 

e Click on Assign and you 
will see two buttons 
appear in a tiny window 
called Macro Record as 
shown and the cursor 
will change. 

e Click on the commands that are 
required to achieve your task. In this 
example it is File, Print, Current page 
and OK. 

e Press the Stop button in the Macro 
Record window. 


To make things even more convenient, 
you can also assign an icon on the 
Toolbar for this function, as follows: 


e Click on Tools, Customise and Toolbars 


e Scroll down until you see Macro and 
click on Macro 


e Select the one that you have just 
created and drag it onto the Toolbar, 
in the position that you want to have 
it and change the text as required 


e Select a picture that you like 
e Click on Assign and then Close 


Now you can quickly use the keyboard 
or icon to perform your frequent tasks. 


George Skarbek 












Windows 95 resource kit 


Have you ever looked for help in the 
Windows 95 Help and not found what 
you were after? Well, Microsoft sells a 
book called Microsoft Windows 95 
kesource Kit for $100. This book is 
thicker than the phone directory and has 
a lot of additional information about 
Windows 95. However, instead of 
purchasing it, anyone who has installed 
Windows 95 from a CD-ROM has that full 
book, with diagrams and screen dumps, 
on their CD-Rom. It is not copied onto the 
hard disk during installation, but can be 
copied onto your hard disk or accessed 
from the CD-ROM. The file is WINOSRK and 
is in a folder called \ADMIN\RESKIT\HELPFILE 
on the cb-RoM. Microsoft does not appear 
to advertise this. 


What type of memory do I need? 


“Occasionally I get a message stating that 
my computer has insufficient memory. Do I 
need to increase my hard disk or the RAM?” 
This is a question that I am regularly 
asked. There are many people who have 
been using computers for many years 
but still are not sure of the difference 
between memory and disk storage. The 
reason for this, I believe, is due to the 
fact that both are measured in bytes or 
megabytes (MB). In a similar way, oil 
and petrol are both needed to make a 
car run, and both are measured in the 
same units, litres, but have quite different 
functions. 


The key difference between memory 
and disk storage is that programs can 
only be run in Random Access Memory 
(RAM) but are stored on disk. When 
power is switched off, anything that is in 
RAM is immediately lost. The contents on 
the hard disk remain. To run a program, 
such as Word, the operating system, 
Windows, loads the program from the 
disk, into the memory (RAM). Only then 
can Word begin to run. However to save 
time and memory, not all of the program 
is loaded into memory. Extras such as the 
thesaurus, drawing functions, etc, are 
loaded only when required. 


Windows itself consumes considerable 
memory before any application program 
is loaded. However, Windows can run 
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programs that require more memory than 
is physically available, by swapping 
information from memory to a swap file 
on the hard disk. When information from 
the swap file is needed, Windows moves 
it back into real physical memory. This 
allows several large programs to be 
loaded simultaneously. The swap file is 
referred to as virtual memory. 

This swapping process is very time 
consuming, but with more RAM the need 
for swapping in and out to disk can be 
drastically reduced or even eliminated. 
To get the best performance from 
Windows you must minimise this disk 
access, as getting data from memory is 
over one thousand times faster than from 
disk. With more real RAM available some 
programs will run many times faster. 
Word and WordPerfect are among such 
programs. With more RAM, overlays, such 
as the spell checker, once loaded do not 
have to be swapped out, and the next 
time you run spell check the results will be 
very much faster. Smaller programs will 
generally not show much improvement 
with additional RAM. With today’s programs, 
-16 MB is generally quite adequate. It will 
give a very significant improvement over 
an 8 MB system. Going to 32 MB will 
usually only give a small improvement 





PC540/1 PC/104 Computers 
These computers use the PC/104 bus, an 






The X86 instruction sets suit standard PC 
compilers, or the $179 Pacific C Compiler. 
These boards use the 80C188EB and V51 
CPUs. 









The boards run programs from PROM or a 
FLASH-based DOS provides the familiar 
DOS environment. DRAM to | Mbyte or 
CMOS RAM to 512 Kbyte 1s available. 






Both boards have two serial ports (550 
compatible on the 541), 
RTC, EEPROM 
and Xilinx 

gate arrays 

for additional 
I/O. The 540 
has 40 I/O lines, 
The 541 has hard/ 
floppy disk and 

LPT interfaces. They 
are $350/$450 each. 
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over 16 MB, however some programs 
will benefit significantly, such as Adobe 
Photoshop. Memory prices have fallen 
drastically and 8 MB of memory can be 
purchased for about $60. 

The clue as to what resource has run 
out is given by the phrase “Insufficient 
memory” and this almost certainly points 
to RAM. If the hard disk has filled, the 
usual message would state “Disk Full” or 
“Unable to Write to Disk” or something 
similar. The “Insufficient memory” 
message is further complicated by the 
fact that there are several types of 
memory used by IBM PCs. Users with 64 
MB of RAM (the real memory) can get the 
“Insufficient memory” error message 
under Windows 3.1. By far the most 
important memory is the first 640 KB, 
known as base memory, because most 
applications, as well as the operating 
system, want it. The amount of free base 
free memory to a large extent, determines 
the behaviour of Windows 3.1. Windows 
95 has much better memory management 
so the first 640 KB is not as critical. 

Before Windows 3.1 users buy more 
memory, it may pay to try to increase 
the free space in the base memory, which 
is the first 640 KB and the most valuable 
part of memory. Often this is taken up 


Australian-made Embedded Computers: 


JBLOCK Modular I/O for PCs, 
Embedded Single-board CPUs 


JED has developed 
a range of I/O 
modules for 

industrial real- 
world I/O for 
a variety of 
applications 
driven from 
SBCs or PCs. 


A 26-way ribbon cable, called a JBUS cable, 
runs in multi-drop mode from an I/O port 

on any single-board computer to a 26-pin 
connector on each I/O module. JBUS has an 
8-bit address and bi-directional data bus, and 
low-true READ, WRITE, and ADDRESS 
strobes. Timing is simple: strobe adddress 
and then data into the modules. An address 
switch in the top of each module sets up the 
address. Up to 63 modules are addressable, 
with 8 I/O per module. Modules released are 
8 relay out, 8 opto in, 8 analog (12-bit) in 
and PC printer port to JBUS. 











by too many programs and there is 
insufficient conventional memory left. By 
freeing up this part of memory you may 


save having to purchase more RAM, which 


still may not solve this error message. 
This is because increasing the total RAM, 
does not increase the first 640 KB. 

The quickest and simplest way of 
freeing up some of this 640 KB, if you 
are running Dos 6 or higher, is to use 
MEMMAKER. This is an automated memory 


optimisation program which usually helps 
to make more memory available. This must 


be run from DOS with Windows not active. 


If you have some computer knowledge, 
examine the contents of your AUTOEXEC.BAT 


and COnNFIG.SYS files to see if there are 
programs being loaded that are now no 


longer used. Before starting make a copy 


of the AUTOEXEC.BAT and COMNFIG.SYS files. 


A common program that can be removed, 
which is best done by typing REM in front 


of the appropriate line, is the mouse 
driver. This is only required if you are 
running DOS programs that use the mouse. 
Windows has its own mouse driver built 
in and does not need the DOS version. 
This will usually free a reasonable 
amount of conventional memory. After 
deleting such programs run MEMMAKER 


again to now optimise the RAM. O 


PC/104 or ISA bus 


$300 PROM Programmer 


This no-fuss programmer plugs into a 
PC's printer port, and 
automatically 
writes 
PROMs 
from 

8 k to 

4 Mbytes. 






AT350, AT351 LCD/EL VGA 
JED has released a family of ISA-bus VGA 
interfaces to electroluminescent, mono, 
passive and active (TFT) liquid crystal panels. 
These boards offer a total solution, from the 
ISA bus to the 
back-panel 
boards with 
inverters, | 
etc. 
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See our data sheets at 
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Seeing the Basics: Printer 





Selecting the right font 


It is fun to develop a small VB project 
that displays the screen and printer fonts 
that are available for a particular systems 
configuration. 

To do so, start a new project, and add 
two list boxes naming them /stPrinterFonts 
and /stScreenFonts respectively. Make sure 
the list boxes are wide enough to handle 
some of the more lengthy font names that 
will be displayed, and also that the Sorted 
property for each list box is set to True. 

Now add two command buttons. The 
first is named cmdListPrinterFonts, with a 
caption of List Printer Fonts, and the 
second is called cmdListScreenFonts with 
a caption of List Screen Fonts. The 
following code is then written into the 
respective click events of these buttons 
so that the sample project looks like 
Listing 1. 

The FontCount property is a useful 
one because it can be used to determine 
the number of fonts ready for use with 
the active display and printer of a 
particular system configuration. 

And when used in conjunction with 
the Fonts property, it provides an elegant 
and quick way of finding out which 
printer and screen fonts are available for 
use within a VB application. 

As a VB programming standard, it is 
always a good idea to discipline yourself 
to use the Clear method to empty out 
the contents of a list box before starting 
to add list entries with the Addltem 
method. The failure to include the Clear 
can sometimes introduce subtle bugs into 


Private Sub cmdListPrinterFonts Click () 


Dim i as Integer 
lstPrinterFonts.Clear 
For 1 = 0 To Printer.FontCount 


lstPrinterFonts.AddItem Printer.Fonts(i) 


Next 1 
End Sub 


Private Sub cmdListScreenFonts Click () 
Dim i as Integer 
lstScreenFonts.Clear 


For 1 = 


Next 1 
End Sub 


Listing 1. 








O To Screen.FontCount - 1 


lstScreenFonts.AddIitem Screen.Fonts (i) 





and Screen Fonts and WYSIWYG 


an application, making it difficult to trace 
and resolve the source of the problem. 

While writing code to list both printer 
and screen fonts may be fun, the 
resulting application does seem to be of 
little practical use. However, with just 
some small additions to the project, 
along with a little reorganisation, this 
demonstration program can be turned 
into a useful piece of software that you 
can add to your VB programming 
toolbox. 

Add a new command button to the 
project, and call it cmdListCommonFonts 
with a caption of List Common Fonts. 
Now place a new list box onto the form 
with a name of /stCommonFonts, again 
making sure to switch its Sorted property 
to True. Position the relevant command 
buttons under their associated list boxes. 
Then code the click event for the List 
Common Fonts button so that it resembles 
Listing 2. 

Because the list of common fonts can 
take a little time to compile when the 


Basic SIG 


The Basic sIG 
meets at the 

Melb PC siG room 
on the second 


Or i = 
Tuesday of each 


month at 7.30 pm. 


For j = 


For more details 
contact Andrew 
Callaway on 


(03) 9619 4067 BH. 


End If 
Next J 
Next 1 


End Sub 


Listing 2. 
1 


For 1 = 


Next 1 
For 1 = 


Listing 3. 
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Screen.MousePointer = 
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This column provides techniques, tips, and 
tricks to help you gain familiarity and exp- 
erience with MS Visual Basic: a popular 

language that enables you to quickly write 
Windows applications. 







program is running, it is a good idea to 
change the mouse cursor into an hour 
glass to inform the user that the 
application is indeed still working. Why 
not go back now and add similar code 
to the click events of the other two 
command buttons. 

Start the application, and then click the 
three command buttons in succession. 

On first looks, it appears that there are 
no differences between the contents of 
the three list boxes. But a closer 
examination does reveal those fonts that 
can be successfully used with both 
printed output and information displayed 
on a screen. By only using fonts common 
to both the display and print devices for 
a particular user’s configuration, it is 


Private Sub cmdListCommonFonts_Click () 
Dim i as Integer 
Dim j as Integer 
Screen.MousePointer = 
lstCommonFonts.Clear 
O to Printer.FontCount - 1 
QO to Screen.FontCount - 
If Printer.Fonts(i) = 
lstCommonFonts.AddItem Printer.Fonts 


ccHourglass 


then 
(1) 


Screen. Fonts (j) 


ccDefault 


Private Sub cmdLoadFontMenu_Click 

Dim i as Integer 

1 to lstCommonFonts.ListCount - 1 
Load mnuCommonFonts (1) 


O to lstCommonFonts.ListCount - 1 
mnuCommonFonts(i).Caption = 

lstCommonFonts.List (1) 

Next 1 

End :Sub 
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possible to construct VB applications that 
are WysIwyG (What You See Is What You 
Get) in nature. 

It would be a good idea to include in 
the project a count of the entries in each 
list box to emphasise to users that there 
are differences in the number of the 
printer, screen, and common fonts. Do 
that now by adding three labels under 
each of the list boxes, naming them 
lbIPrinterFontCount, [blScreenFontCount, 
and /blCommonFontCount respectively. 
Also set the caption property of each of 
the labels to spaces. 


Add the following (single) lines of code 
towards the end of the respective click 
events of the command buttons (insert 
them just before those locations in the 
application where the mouse pointer is 
changed back to its default shape): 


For the cmdListPrinterFonts button add: 


lblPrinterFontCount = 
LstPrinterFonts.ListCount 


For the cmdListScreenFonts button: 


lblScreenFontCount = 
lstScreenFronts.ListCount 


And for the cmdListCommonFonts button: 


lblCommonFontCount = 
lstCommonFonts.ListCount 


Adding the common fonts to a menu 


Instead of displaying the common fonts 
in a list box as we have just done, a 
more user friendly approach would be to 
include them as menu options. 


Using VBs Menu Editor, add a menu 
called mnuFonts with an associated caption 
of Fonts. Then create a menu control 
array by setting up a second menu option 
indented under the first one, giving this 
a name of mnuCommonFonts, setting its 
caption to the word empty, and most 
importantly, its index to 0. 


Place another command button on the 
form, name it cmdLoadFontMenu and set 
its caption to Load Font Menu Options. 
Put the following code into its click 
event: 


Run the application, click the List 
Common Fonts command button, and 
then click the Load Font Menu Options 
button. And presto, there are the 
available common printer and screen 
fonts set up as menu options ready to 
be used within the application. 


Get ready to explore VB 5.0 


By the time you are reading this, Visual 
Basic 5.0 will have been released. So 
next months column will provide an 
overview of the latest release, with a 
look at its newest features and 
performance improvements. 


E-mail address 
Contact Tony Stevenson by e-mail at 


acsmls@acslink.net.au oO 
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The Internet for Investors 
Y ' m™ Clearly, the Inter- 
INTERNET net offers a vast 
mel range of topics 
INVE ORS to suit virtually all 
tastes and interests. 

onrnememe § A topic of great 
"| appeal is the stock 
market, simply 
because it reflects 
the financial 
interests of so many 
investors and is 
subject to continuous change. So it is 
no surprise to find that there is an 
everexpanding number of sites on the 
Net that provide detailed and up-to-date 
guidance on which stocks to buy and 
sell. As much as 12 months ago I was 
pleasantly surprised to find a site run by 
a top Australian brokerage company. 
I downloaded a copy of their quarterly 
Inner Circle journal in Adobe Acrobat 
format from its web site. This provided 
information of a kind previously 
available only to recognised financial 
advisors. 

The author of The Internet for Investors 
is Melbourne-based Martin Roth. He is 
a prominent writer of investment books 
and, incidentally, a member of Melb PC 
User Group. In his preface, Martin 
outlines developments taking place in 
the stock market investment sphere on 
the Internet. These range from research 
reports and stock-price quotes to drilling 
reports, currency rates and commodities 
prices, 

The book is designed to be a guide to 
investment-related Australian sites and 
assumes that the reader has a basic 
familiarity with the Net, although there is 
a brief introduction to it in the appendix. 
Each site is described in some detail, to 
enable you to determine whether it is 
likely to be of interest to you. 

Introductory chapters discuss whether 
stockbroking will survive the Net and go 
on to outline the challenges confronting 
the stockbroking industry. A later chapter 
is devoted to a warning from the 
Australian Securities Commission to 
unwary and unskilled potential investors 


aim 
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and their very practical guidelines are 
summarised elsewhere. 


For convenience, the major sites are 
grouped in chapters devoted to 


e Stockbrokers 

e Other Share Investment Sites 

e Private Home Pages 

e Banks, Unit Trusts and Insurance 
Companies 

e Other Finance and Investment Sites 

e The Media 

e Listed Companies 

e Government 

e Resources Sites 

e Newsgroups 

e Overseas Media 


One chapter is devoted entirely to 
the Australian Financial Review and 
its Internet site. There is much meat 
in all of these chapters, together they 
contain more than 250 sites. 


To assist you in the digestion 
process, Martin has provided a 
chapter on his Top Ten Sites. 
Unfortunately, the site to which he 
gave pride of place no longer exists, 
but no doubt others will arise to fill 
the gaps. The author is well aware 
of the continual flux of the Internet 
and alerts you to expect changes 
from some of the detail you read 
in the book. 


The author’s commentary 
throughout the chapters is both 
informative and fascinating, bearing 
in mind that it is his view that “the 
rapid growth of the Internet poses 
the biggest challenge to the Australian 
stockbroking industry since the stock 
market crash of 1987....”. 


This is an important guide for 
investors, whether they are 
newcomers to the Internet or not. 


Martin Roth: 

The Internet for Investors 

IsBN 1 875857 28 1 

164 pages 

Published by Wrightbooks Pty Ltd 
RrP: $24.95 Oo 














BASIC basics 
Part 3 


he object of this installment is to 
demonstrate some more reserved 
words and to get and use a list of 
files that contain the desired input 
data. In writing this example, 
several unnecessary things are done in 
order to demonstrate the use of some 
reserved words. 

The output of this program is ready 
for use as input to the search program in 
the previous article. At the end of this 
part there are suggestions for changes to 
the search program. 

This is the end, for now, of string 
examples. Next month we show simple 
line drawing, area colouring and pixel 
use and testing your screen to see if 
squares are square and circles round, 
then some simple arithmetic. 

For this program it is assumed that 
there is a floppy disk in A:, and that it 
has a subdirectory TEXT, which contains 
many text files with names having an 
extension TXT. If this is not so then the 
shell statement must be changed to point 
to a directory somewhere and the file 
name extension changed to something 
that actually exists. 

Look at and run the program 
Basic3.Bas that is in listing 1. You will 
see lines in it that refer to extended 
explanatory remarks, which, if included, 
make the program difficult to read and 
impossible to test. These are in a 
separate panel. 


As mentioned earlier, the output file 
must stay open so it and the WIDTH 
command are not where they were, but 
have been moved outside of all of the 
loops. They now precede the first WHILE. 

Now use the search program (previous 
installment) to search the output file of 
the program just finished. All of the data 
is in one data file, all in upper case. The 
data can be searched with one run of 
the search program. 

When you come to look at the output 
of the search program you will find that 
the line fold is dependent on the 
characteristics of your terminal and will 
not occur at the space between words. 

To modify the search program find the 
length of the string it has found. If the 
string length is greater than 78 use mid$ 
in a loop such as 


FOR J= 78 to 50 step -l1 
and jump out of the loop when 
Made (ss.ici) = * * 


You now know the length of a substring 
that ends in a blank. Use Left$O in a 
print statement to select and print the 
words up to the blank. Use Right$O to 
move the remaining words to another 
variable. 

Now repeat the process on the new 
short string until the length of the 
remaining string is less than 78. When 
finished the original output string, 
broken into pieces short enough to 
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display on the screen, and not splitting 
any words, will be in the output file. 


Sometime in the future I hope there 
will be an installment in which we write 
a program breaking the string into 
individual words. Input data is the file 
UpCase.Txt, the output is a file Word.Lst. 


Next a program will read one word at 
a time and compare it with the words in 
an array (which is initially empty). If the 
word is not in the array it is added, if it 
is there then a counter is incremented. 
when finished there is a list of all words 
used and how many times they appear. 


Finally a simple sorting program to 
place the words in alphabetical order. 
This is a good way to check a big file 
for wrong words when the file has many 
words not in the word processor 
dictionary. 

This is enough string manipulation for 
now. 


About the author 


John M Graham retired several years ago 
from RMIT where he was a member of 
the Communications and Electronic 
Engineering department, teaching subjects 
related to electronics and engineering 
applications of computers. He can be 
contacted at (03) 9877 0480 or on the 
BBS, (include the middle initial, messages 
without it go to someone else). oO 
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Multi award winning accounting software 
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DOS, Windows 3.x & Win95, Windows NT, Novell, Unix 
Modular software for ultimate versatility 

Suitable for small or large business 
Australian made, Australian owned 


Providing consulting, sales, installation, training and full support. 
Let US meet all your Arrow business needs. 


Email: pcutopia@ozemail.com.au 























‘BASTIC3 


‘orogram makes and works ona list 
‘of input files, not just one file. 


ON KEY (31) GOSUB GETOUTOFTHIS 

KEY (31) ON 

GOTO KEEPGOING 

GETOUTOFTHIS: 

PRINT “STOPPED BY FUNCTION 12 KEY” 

END 

KEEPGOING: 

cls 

print “FUNCTION KEY F12 will stop the program” 


print “then any key to return to the program listing” 


4 kkkkKKKKK Rem 1 applies here 
print: print"trying to do shell" 
shell “dir ai \text\*.txt Stmp.” 
print: print"end of shell attempt" 
close ‘be sure file TMP. is closed 


s kekkkKkKkKKKk Rem 2 applies here 
OPEN “OO”, 3, “UpCase.Txt” 
Width #3, 256 
OPEN. “1? 1:,. “tmpy ‘the shell statement 
‘created the tmp file 
4 kkkkkK*kkKk Rem 3 applies here 
while not eof (1) 
line input #1, SS$ 
if lefts(S$,1) = * * then goto SKIP2 
if len (SS) < 5 then goto SKIP2 
s kekkkKkkKK*KE Rem 4 applies here 
filenmsS = “a:\text\” + rtrim$(left$(S$,8))+ “." 
filenms = filenms + ltrims(rtrimsS(mids(S$,8,12))) 
s kkkkkKkKK Rem 5 applies here 
print SS: print filenms: delay .1 
4 xkkkkkkkK* Rom 6 applies here 
close 2 ‘close present file 2 so the n 
‘next file can use this number 
open “I”, 2, filenms 
4 xkkkkkkKkKk Rom 7 applies here 
while not eof (2) ‘repeat the following 
‘until end of file 
line Input #2, US 
if len(US) < 2 then goto SKIP1 
US = ucases (US) 
4 kkkkkxkkKkK* Rem 8 applies here 
if-lefts(US,1) = chrs(31) then 
print #3, TS 
KkkkKKKKK Rom 9 applies here 
if len(TS) > LongLine then LongLine = len(TS) 
incr k 
if k mod 100 = 0 then print k;" “;lefts(Ts,10) 
TS = rights$(US,len(US)-1) 


else 
TS = rtrimsS(TS) + ” “ + ltrims(US) 
end if 
SKIPI1: 
wend ‘this is the end of the 
‘WHILE loop for one file 
SKIP2: 


‘this is the end of the WHILE 

‘loop for the list of files 

print "The length of the longest line is “ LongLine 
print “end" 

end 


wend 


Listing 1. 


SHELL is used to execute a DOS 
command. This shell statement calls 
for a listing of all of the files in 
directory a:\text that have the 
extension Txt. The arrow > causes 
the results to be placed in file TMP. 


Rem 2 


TMP. is output file to contain all of the 
text in directory Txt, not just the 
content of one file. To look at file TMP 
press F3 and type TMP. Include the full 
stop, but upper or lower case not 
relevant. A convenient way to return to 
original file is to press Alt+F3 then 
use the arrow keys to select the file 
then press Enter. 


The next two lines must be here to be 
outside of all loops and not repeated 
within the program. A repeated OPEN 
of the same file without a CLOSE would 
be an error. If the file were closed and 
reopened the writing would start at 
the beginning every time. (learn about 
APPEND in far far future) 


Rem 3 


It is necessary to bypass the header 


lines (look at TMP. to see what | mean). 


The GOTO SKIP2 specifies that if a line 
meets the IF test the program goes 
directly to SkIP2. The GOTO structure is 
used because this demonstration 
language does not include “iterate”. 


Now watch the program as those lines 
are skipped. Press Ctrl+F7, put S$ in 
the box that appears then press Enter. 
Press Ctrl+-F7 again and put FILENMS 
in the box then Enter. Now run the 
program by repeatedly pressing F7 
(plain F7, not Ctl+-F7) and watch 
the content of S$ and FILENMS change 
in the box at the bottom of the screen. 
See the coloured line on the program 
listing indicating the line to be 
executed next. 


Rem 4 


The following statement demonstrates 
use of trimming (getting rid of spaces 
at beginning and end) and substring 
selection. It could be simpler if it were 
not used for a demonstration. The 
action is divided into statements on 
two lines to try to make it easier to 
read in magazine format. 


fouicie|~C!C~CSCSSS 





Rem 5 


The following print and delay 
accomplish nothing except 
demonstration. The colon 
demonstrates more than one 
statement on a line which is 
sometimes convenient in order to 
group statements for easier 
understanding. Displaying the 
output on the screen shows how 
the program is progressing. 


Rem 6 


Now open the program for each 
file name as it is obtained. Note 
that FILENMS is already a string, it 
does not have quote marks as in 
the Open 1 and 3 statements 
above. 


Rem 7 


Here use the ideas in the example 
in the previous installment but be 
careful - | have purposely set you 
up for a common error. You will 
have to change some file numbers 
and some variables used in the 
previous program because | and 
2 and S$ are already used. Also 
notice there are two different SKIP 
commands. 


The chr§(31) in the next line is 
used because in the original data 
file the character at the start of 
each verse is not on the keyboard. 
| found out what the character 
was by running the example in 
the previous installment to print a 
character and its ASCII number. 
The number of the first character 
is 31. The function chr$(31) 
represents that character. As an 
example consider the character 
“A” it is number 65. The 
statement Print “A” and the 
statement print chr$(65) give the 
same result. The chr$ function is 
used often when creating 
command strings for things such 
as printers. 


Rem 9 


The length of the longest line and 
the display of the progress of the 
program are not required, they are 
just demonstration of the use of 
reserved words. The LEN() function 
returns the length of a string. 
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at is SCSI? SCSI is an acronym 
for Small Computer System 
Interface....but Interface to 
what? Perhaps a better name 
would have been Computer 
Peripheral Interface for not all scsi 
applications involve “small” computers 
nor does the name “system” necessarily 
apply. Today scsi applications range from 
terabyte jukebox archival data storage 
systems to 2.5-inch laptop disk drives. 
ScsI interfaces can be found in tape drives, 
CD-ROMS, scanners, printers, disk drives and 
hundreds of custom applications. These 
sub-system peripherals typically form 
building blocks, rather than complete 
systems. This provides a flexibility beyond 
What is possible at the system level. Let’s 
look at the various scsi building blocks, 
starting with protocols. 
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Protocols govern information transfer 


The original focus of the scsi specification 
was on defining a feature-rich set of 
rules primarily aimed at hard disks, but 
applicable to smart peripherals of all 
kinds. The protocols, sometimes referred 
to as the software side of scsi, are a set 
of rules that govern the operation of the 
SscsI community of electronic devices. The 
manufacturers translate the rules into the 
firmware that controls their hardware. 


A SCSI Circuit consists of a master and 
one or more targets. When two or more 
SCSI targets are accommodated, the inter- 
face is usually referred to as a scsi bus. 
The term interface is sometimes used in 
place of bus when a nonexpandable 
single target is connected and often refers 
to a proprietary or noncomplaint interface. 
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building blocks, 
rather than 


complete systems 


Maximum flexibility is achieved because 
scs! devices can describe their capabilities 
and parameters to the master and its host. 
Using these descriptions the host can, 
statically and sometimes dynamically, con- 
figure the ScsI components for maximum 
performance or maximum capability. 


Static configuration begins at system 
boot-up with the bus master. Multiple 
masters can reside on the bus so the 
master with the highest address becomes 











"Specialists in IBM 
Compatible PC Upgrades, 
Including: Motherboard, Hard 
Drive, Floppy Drive, Video, 
Memory, Tape Back-Up 
Units, Processor and 
Multi-Media Upgrades." 
















PC Update, May 1997 














the permanent bus master. Other masters, 
if present, are known as temporary bus 
masters, which are also targets. At 
power-up or boot time the ranking ScsI 
master initiates the session by calling roll. 

When an address is called by the 
master the target device answers with a 
short message equivalent to “present.” At 
this point the master knows only that a 
device resides at the answering address. 
Then the master re-interrogates the 
answering address with a command 
equivalent to “Tell me about yourself.” In 
this way the master learns the character- 
istics of each target, including whether 
that target has temporary bus mastering 
capability. There is no requirement for the 
targets to be similar, so a hard disk and 
a printer can coexist on the same bus. 


The master knows, from its previous 
interrogation, the characteristics of each 
device so it can request each target use, 
or not use, any of its features during the 
session. Multithreaded operation is fully 
supported. If one target lacks a capability, 
it does not prevent the master from using 
that capability with some other device. 


What are scsi characteristics? 


Characteristics range from a device’s 
physical parameters such as type of 
device, manufacturer, capacity, and serial 
number to the repertoire of commands 
or modes the target understands. 








Fast track 


With attention from mainframe computer 
companies as well as Apple, scsi was off 
to a fast start. There were some problems 
getting the hosts to always communicate 
correctly with the scst devices, but with a 
defined set of protocols the problems 
were soon ironed out. 

The original specification defined proto- 
cols, but did not address other aspects of 
scsi! in detail. The committee envisioned 
the mechanical, electrical and timing 
aspects of scs! would pretty much define 
themselves. Only at the connector inter- 
face, was there any attempt at hardware 
standardisation, and this was somewhat 
ignored by the mainframe manufacturers. 
The manufacturers were accustomed to 
defining their own connectors and 
cabling so were not concerned with 
optional scs! mechanical specifications. 


Cables, a frequent problem source 

It is common practice in designing cables 
to use the odd numbered conductors as 
signal returns (grounds) while the even 
numbered conductors carry the signals. 
The odd-even alternation is a technique 
that transforms a ribbon cable into 
clustered transmission lines. High quality 
transmission lines are necessary to carry 
the high bandwidth scsi signals. Failure 
to recognise this requirement was one 
source of cable problems. 


The original scst specification called for 
nine data and nine control signals. With 
grounds, the minimum number of wires 
came to about 40. It is not clear if the 
original specification, extracted from the 
Shugart specification (SASD, envisioned 
future expansion. Perhaps it was just 
handy because 50-wire cables were 
already used on eight-inch floppy disk 
drives, or perhaps they just wanted a 
connector that could not be mistaken for 
the MFM hard-disk connector. Whatever 
the reason, the selection—a 50-wire 
connector and cable—provided 10 extra 
conductors that tempted some manufact- 
urers to design custom applications, but 
not enough conductors to support “wide” 
or “differential” applications. 





Scsi‘s optional pin-outs were a problem 
for the do-it-yourselfers. Non-mandatory 
connectors and pin-outs, meant host 
adapter designers could copy the approach 
of the mainframers by using connectors 
and pin-outs that were convenient to 
their own boards, rather than following 
the optional recommended pin-outs. 
Unfortunately, this forced the use of 
adapter cables that, because of their 
custom pin-outs, were expensive and 
hard to get. One manufacturer used a 
DB-25 connector for its external inter- 
face, the same connector already used 
for the XT’s serial and parallel ports. This 
provided endless possibilities for errors. 
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IBM BIOS not friendly to SCSI 


The biggest scsi problems were seen in 
placing scsi within the IBM box. The IBM 
BIOS was not friendly to any hard drives, 
particularly scsi hard drives. The 1nM XT 
hard disk interface was awkward at best. 

To overcome the XT’s deficiencies, IBM 
tried a different approach on the AT. It 
seemed that some IBM utilities, like 
FORMAT, needed to know the size of the 
disk. Rather than trust the user to enter 
the disk capacity directly, the Bios 
required drive parameters so it could 
compute drive capacity. But, drive 
parameters were hard to obtain and 
sometimes confusing. 

IBM choose to treat the symptom rather 
than the problem by placing drive tables 
—containing drive parameters—within 
the AT Bios. This decision would bite inm 
and its camp followers at almost every 
turn. 

For example, take just one drive 
parameter, sector size. All modern drives 
are soft sectored—meaning that sector 
size can be a variable. What is the 
benefit of having a scsi drive that can 
format eight different sector sizes if the 
BIOs only understands one size? 


Work around to the work around 


The apparent solutions to the IBM BIOS 
hard disk problem were to either use a 
device driver or replace the Bios. To a 
host adapter manufacturer this is like 
being asked, Do you want to be hung or 
shot? Device drivers must be installed 
from the hard disk and if the hard disk 
is not booted, the driver can not be 
installed. Changing the Bios directly, is 
equally impossible since the BIOs resides 
in nonwritable ROM. 


Lies, lies, damned lies 


The realisable solution was to patch the 
BloS—using a technique known as a run 
time patch or an Overlaid Bios. At boot- 
up, after the Bios has been moved from 
ROM to RAM and before the hard disk is 
accessed, the BIOS searches its address 
space for peripheral devices. At this time 
the host adapter interrupts the boot 
process to install a patch contained 
within its own ROM. The patch redirects 
the Bios hard disk processes to those 
contained within the overlay BIos. The 
overlay interprets and filters information 
going and coming from the standard 
BIOS. If necessary, it alters the information 
and in effect lies to the standard Bios. 

For instance if there are three physical 
hard drives the BIOs would become 
confused because the it only understands 
a maximum of two physical hard drives. 
In this case the overlay tells the Bios 
there are three logical drives and since 
the Blos understands up to twenty-six 
logical drives everything proceeds 
normally. 


A new beginning 


The scsi architects knew they could not 
anticipate all requirements in their 
original specification so they installed the 
hooks for future adaptation and invited 
the expansion of the command set to 
serve the needs of other devices. The 
tape industry was one the first to take 
advantage of this process by submitting 
over 100 additional commands. 

There were others that argued that just 
adding commands was not enough. ScsI 
needed some fixing too. As the mix-or- 
match 1BM clone market emerged, it 
became clear that better connectors and 
cables were needed. Also, there needed 
to be specifications for terminating those 
cables and perhaps a way of making scsi 
faster. In turn, a faster scsi! would mean 
more cable problems. 

In 1991, almost six years after the release 
of the original specification, scsI-2 was 
released. (The original scsi specification 
was renamed scsI-1 to distinguish it from 
scsi-2.) Differential and serial variants 
were among the many new features. The 
specification, actually a collection of 
specifications, totals over 400 pages, 
more than twice the size of scsi-1. 

Scsi-1 and -2 versions vary significantly 
in approach and content. Scsi-1 addressed 
software issues while virtually ignoring the 
physical side. Scsi-2 attempted to correct 
this deficiency by adding cable and 
connector specifications. It also added 
the SCSI-WIDE capability with 16- and 
32-bit buses. 

The scsI-1 specification suggests a 
maximum cable length of six metres 
(almost 20 feet.) This is plenty of cable 
for desktop machines but a little short for 
mainframes where the disk bays are some- 
times 15 metres (50 feet) away from the 
cpus. To provide longer cable lengths, 
scsiI-2 added differential cable specifica- 
tions. Differential signals are much more 
robust and therefore may be used at 
much longer distances. 

Membership on a scsI committee is a 
difficult and expensive ordeal. It is not 
something most individuals can do with- 
out sponsorship. It should not surprise 
anyone to find that big companies are 
more heavily represented on the 
committee than small ones. It also 
should not surprise anyone that politics 
plays a role in the decision making. 

One of the criticisms of scsI-1 was the 
overly permissive nature of its optional 
specifications. ScsI-2 did little to change 
permissiveness. Six options were removed 
and four requirements were added. In 
deference to the large companies already 
using their own connectors and pin-outs, 
those pin-outs became the recommended 
pin-outs. In deference to the smaller 
companies doing their own thing, the 
pin-outs were made optional. Scsi-2 did 
little to fix the known problems of scsi-1. 
There is reason to ask why scsi-2 was 








even released. The apparent answer was 
after six years, it was time to release 
something. 

Work on scsi-3 began almost 
immediately. As of this writing, scsI-3 is 
an unapproved specification. Until it is 
approved, by the scsi Asc (American 
National Standard of Accredited 
Standards X3T9 Technical Committee) the 
currently approved version remains at 
the scsI-2 level. That does not stop 
companies from using the current 
working version of scsI-3 as a design 
standard. However, companies doing so 
proceed at the risk the specification may 
change before final release. 

ScsI-3’s 600 plus pages break new 
ground. Unlike its predecessors, it is a 
much more restrictive specification. 
Mandatory connectors and minimum and 
maximum cable lengths are specified. 
Also, the electrical characteristics of the 
cables and the signals driving the cables 
are specified. 

ScsI-3 appears to have solved many of 
scsi‘s lingering problems while creating a 
few new problems. For instance it specifies 
a minimum of 0.3 metre (1 foot) between 
cable connectors. This may cause some 
stuffing problems for small boxes. Also, 
the internal connectors are not retained 
by screws or clips. A slight vibration or 
torquing of the cable will cause them to 
pop out. Unless respecified, manufacturers 
will need to use supplemental restraints 
to keep the cables from bouncing out. 


Next month 
Part 3 of this 5-part series: Installing scsl. 
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Setting up a network 


thought about setting up a network 
when I saw the large Local Area 
Network (LAN) my school had set 
up. They were sharing one Internet 
link amongst several computers. 
Yes, several computers were using a 
single modem to access the Internet at 
the same time! 
This was appealing. Since we already 
had two PCs, both using Windows 95, 
I thought I’d give it a try. My intention 
was to link the two PCs together, via 
network cards, so between the two PCs 
we could share hard disks, the printer 
and the modem. 
Modem sharing was the main reason 
I wanted to link our two PCs, so two of 
us could use the Internet at once. I would 
put an end to disputes about who would 
use the modem, solving a common 
problem in many families today. 


Choosing the network cards and 
cables 


The network cards were the first items 
that we’ve ever purchased that weren't 
researched. All I knew about network 
cards at the time, was that NE2000 com- 
patible Ethernet cards were the ones that 
I would need if I wanted to be able to 
share the modem. So NE2000 compatible 
Ethernet cards were what we purchased. 
I chose the ISA versions of the cards, as, 
for nearly double the price, the Pcl 
versions didn’t offer anything amazingly 
special or much speed improvement over 
the Isa cards. The average price of-a net- 
work card at a swap meet is about $30. 

The cable was the second integral part 
of this setup. So Dad and I wandered 
around the Collingwood swap meet, 
looking for some cable. We asked 
around, because the network cards had 
two ports. After asking a couple of 
people about which cable would be the 
fastest, we purchased the blue cable ($25 
for 10 metres), which we eventually 
learnt was a grave mistake. But more 
about that later. 


Setting up the network 

We got home, and I took the cases off 
both of the computers. The network 
cards had poor manuals, consisting of 
nothing more than a fanfolded small 
sheet of paper, totalling about a quarter 
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of an A4 sheet. All I really needed to do 
was insert each card into a free ISA slot, 
switch on the PCs, and wait for Windows 
to load. I installed the drivers that came 
with the network cards, and being plug 
and play, Windows detected them and 
set them up for me. Stage one complete! 

Then came a major problem. The two 
PCs couldn’t see each other on the 
network. I tried everything. The Windows 
help files weren’t much help either. They 
mentioned everything except the one 
thing I needed to know, and that was... 
if you don’t have a bub (a box that 
many network cables connect to), you 
cannot use blue cables. 

Two days later, the two PCs were still 
unable to see each other on the network. 
So I had a chat with a mate and looked 
at his setup. That’s when I noticed that 
he was using coaxial (thick, black cable 
—also called BNC) instead of the blue 
stuff we were trying to use. 

Since changing the cable was the only 
thing I hadn’t tried yet, I gave it a go. 
Fortunately, the people we bought the 
blue cable from were very helpful and 
swapped the cable over for us. 

The coaxial cable was a little cheaper, 
but we needed to purchase “terminators” 
for both ends of the cable to act as dead 
ends. Those cost $3 each. 

We went home. Dad attached the 
coaxial cable to the network cards 
and...Voila! 

We had a network! 

Fantastic. Everything worked like a 
charm. Setting up printer and file sharing 
was an absolute pushover (once we had 
the correct cables). 


Can you do it too? 

If you are all thumbs or not 100% sure 
of your computer literacy, setting up a 
network might be too big a step for your 
first time fiddling with the inside bits, so 
you might want to have someone else 
do it for you. Or have a friend with 
experience standing by to answer 
questions or shout “No!” before you do 
anything foolish. 

But if you’ve installed an expansion 
card and know how to install drivers in 
Windows, then you shouldn’t have any 
problems setting your own network in 


Windows 95. 


Alex McConnell 









About modem sharing 


That was why I wanted to set up a 
network in the first place. Well, setting 
up modem sharing isn’t quite as straight- 
forward as setting up the network was. 
In fact it was a tricky process. It requires 
a COM-port-sharing program such as the 
one we use, WinGate. Because there are 
so many things to set up in WinGate, 
I'm not going to even try to explain how 
to do it. And before you try setting up a 
network to use WinGate or any other 
com-port-sharing program, check the 
details of your ISP‘s service agreement. 
For example, the Melb PC service 
agreement specifically prohibits this type 
of use. 

Melb PC members can download 
WinGate from the Melb PC BBS. Non- 
members can download it from the 
Deerfield Communications Company's 
web site bttp://www.deerfield.com/ 
wingate/. It's worth a visit to the site no 
matter where you get the program. The 
site has useful links to information that 
will help you set up WinGate. The 
WinGate instruction file is also extremely 
detailed and very informative. Oo 
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Strength 


Melbourne PC User Group Inc. has over 
11,500 members and is the largest PC User 
Group in the world. It was founded in 1983, 
and is still run for its members, people like you. 


The Group employs full-time office staff 
and some part-time help. Some services are 
provided by contractors, but the other functions 
of the club— magazine writing and editing, 
online services maintenance; collection and 
distribution of shareware; organisation of sic 
and monthly meetings and more, is performed 
by volunteers. 


The Group today proudly has a membership 
of people from all walks of life and with a 
broad range of computer skills. With this vast 
store of knowledge, members have access to 
intormation and help in numerous fields — 
programming, software solutions, DOS and 
Windows, communications, to name just a few. 


Melb PC’s magazine, PC Update, is sent to 
members 11 times a year. PC Update 
publishes articles written by members and all 
members are welcome, indeed encouraged, 
to write articles on a subject they know about, 
to share with others. PC Update occasionaly 
reprints articles from overseas user groups, to 
keep Melb PC members as up-to-date as 
possible. 


PC Update has won awards in each of the 
last six years in the International User Groups’ 
Newsletter Contest. Some of the many awards 
it has won are “Best Feature Articles,” “Best 
Publication,” “Best Features and Reviews,” 
and “Best Columnist.” It has also been 
runner-up in “Best Publication” and “Best 
Layout and Design.” Many people join the 
Group just for the value PC Update provides, 
well worth the annual membership fee on its 
own, and then discover all the other benefits 
of membership. 


A year’s membership of Melb PC, whch 
includes having PC Update delivered to you, 
costs about as much as it does to buy a 
year’s issues over the counter. 


Computer First-Aid and Dial Help 


This unique service is made available free to 
members simply because volunteers within the 
Group give their time and knowledge to assist 
with any computing problems you may have. 
About 300 telephone numbers of unpaid 
volunteers, with day- and night-time contacts, 
are mailed to members with their PC Update. 


The service covers over 120 separate topics. 
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What does membership 
of Melb PC offer you? 


Training 

The Group provides training in a diverse 
range of computer skills, from starting with 
computers to advanced programming. 

Melb PC has its own fully-equipped training 
centre, using networked Pentium systems. 
Courses are run as a service to members, 
making them very cost-competitive when 
compared to similar courses elsewhere. 

Students learn in a classroom environment 
with one computer per student. Courses 
include applications (such as Quicken, Excel 
and Word), 885 and Internet usage, and 
Operating systems such as DOS and Windows. 

Most classes are run in the evenings or at 
weekends, when parking is readily available. 
The Club’s rooms are also easily accessible 
by public transport. 

All courses provide suitable training material 
and support and a list of courses on offer to 
members appears in each issue of PC Update. 


Monthly Meeting 


Each month, except January, Melb PC holds a 
meeting, open to members and visitors. The 
meeting is usually addressed by representatives 
from the computer industry on topics of 
general interest. They frequently give away 
samples of software and other products. 
These speakers include many from Australian 
vendors and distributors — we have also been 
privileged to be addressed by ceos such as 
Bill Gates, Philippe Kahn, Gordon Eubanks 
and others who made special visits to address 
our members. 

There is also the ability to address 
questions to the membership at large, seeking 
advice or problem-solving. Shareware and 
diskettes are sold and members socialise and 
discuss anything that takes their fancy — even 
computers! 

Following the meeting many members 
gather for a meal, arranged at a convenient 
restaurant, at “user-friendly” prices. 


Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 


The Group has siGs covering many aspects of 
computer use. A sic can deal with any topic 
relating to personal computing, ranging from 
particular applications to hardware and 
programming, or how to get the best from 
your equipment. 

There are also regional sics, for members 
in outlying geographical areas. 

A list of meeting dates, places and contacts 
for siGs is published each month in PC Update, 
with reports of past and future activities. Alll 


SIG meetings are available to any member. 








Bulletin Board 


Melb PC operates a free 23-hours-a-day 
bulletin board system (BBs) as another member 
service. The BBS, running on 34 lines, is the 
biggest 0s/2-based sas in the world. 

The pss has two main functions — electronic 
mail and message exchange, and file transfer 
facilities. The mail and messaging facilities 
enable members to exchange messages with 
each other and to seek help on a wide range 
of topics, not only from other members but 
also from the world-wide PC community. This 
service gives BBS users access to an enormous 
pool of experience and talent on a vast array 
of subjects. If you have a problem, put a 
message on the BBs and, more offen than not, 
it's answered in a day or so! 

The 88s carries many files on a range of 
topics. These have been uploaded by members 
who found them useful and can be down- 
loaded by other members. They include many 
useful utilities and the latest versions of share- 
ware sottware, often obtained from overseas 
BBSs before appearing in other Australian 
outlets. 


Internet Service 


The club provides access to a 127-line full- 
featured Internet service, providing access to 
Usenet, ftp, irc, www, gopher and telnet. 

SuP/PPP accounts are provided. This popular 
service is being expanded and enhanced to 
serve a larger number of members. 


Software Library 


Melb PC maintains an extensive and up-to- 
date software library of programs (over 1300 
disks, with about 50 new disks added each 
month) for IBM-type personal computers, 
obtained from around the world. This library 
of shareware software is available only to 
Melb PC members and is supplied on new 
disks at very low prices. 

An order form for this software is in every 
issue of PC Update. 


Shareware Registration 


Much of the most popular software on Melb 
PC's Bulletin Board and in its software library 
is shareware, i.e. try free and pay only if you 
like and use it. 

The club organises bulk shareware 
registrations, usually at a substantial discount. 

Club-organised registrations also save 
members the costs of US-dollar bank drafts 
and overseas postage. O 
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Notes: 
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Employer 








| do | | / do not || want to receive occassional promotional mail from commercial organisations. 








Signature 


onl 


| hereby apply for membership 

of Melbourne PC User Group 

Inc. and agree to abide by irs 
rules while | am a member. _ 

















Personal details <i. details 
Title = Mr a Mrs | | Wis Ms | Dr || oh | tl PCU 0597 | Type New Renewal Amount 
First name Middle initial Individual $60 $50 § 
| | || (extra family |_| | 
a re 
Postal Corporate 130 120 
Brine (two representatives, : ss | 
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e Students must atch q oe of student 


card or letter from educational institition 
confirming full-time student status. 

@ Pensioners must attach a photocopy of both 
sides of their Pension Concession Card. 

@ Please attach a list if more than one family 
or corporate member is being nominated 
with this application. 


— @ Corporate members may change 


representatives by giving notice in writing 
to the secretary. 
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Training order form 


Course Title 











Starting Date 





“Amount” 


SC 











fi |. IL 




















|. | | 1 




















Members’ discounts 


If you are a member or advertiser 
offering a discount on goods or services 


Shrine of Remembrance 
i 
OO ’ 
ravelodge $e 5 


to Melb PC members, on production 
of their membership cards, please 
contact the office to register your offer, 
which will then be listed in future 
issues of PC Update. 


— — — (cut along here and the glue will hold the opposite page) — — — — mT TT TT 


Lokeside Drive 
ee EE, 
Albert Park Lake = * 





x 


= pau erie 0 Ss ee re eeepc 
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For membership 
application or renewal, 


or training orders, 
please use the 
remittance 
and/or credit 
card form on 
the next page. 












diskettes 
These are some of the most popular volumes in the Melb PC Shareware/Freeware 
library. Refer to the regular catalogue updates in PC Update for up-to-date listings of ron © 


other disks—use the lower part of this order form for your choice from those listings. 





Top choice shareware 





Shareware/PD Title __|_ MebNo Format | Qty o Amount 
Gace Catalogue & New Member Disk — L 0000 3.5 /5.25 | 
Graphics Workshop for DOS _. __ 8015 3.5 
Graphics Workshop for Windows3x 8064 3.5 
Graphics Workshop for Windows 95 : 8562 35 
Growit _ 8157 35 
List a5 s5205 
‘McAfee VirusScan for DOS BONG 35 
McAfee VirusScan for Windows ax e disk set i) 8626/27 | 35 
“McAfee VirusScan for Windows 95 (2. isk se a) 8664/65 : 35 | 
_MS-DOS 6.22 Stepup from 6.0 (3-disk sel) | / ~— 8110-12 | : 
PKZip/PKUnzip _ | 35/525 
Real Audio Player for Windows 3.x ee 35 
_Real Audio Player for Windows 95 _ 35 
oe 
Telix for Windows vl. 0 _. (2-disk set) 8129/30 
Wolensin Fohs 8 Fhe : . oo 
‘Melb PC Internet kis (special prices) —r—“C—s—sSsF 
Windows 3.x @S10 per set (disk sef) 8711-13 _ 35 
: “Windows 5 @s per set (6-disk set) 8714-19 ay 35 
35 /5.25 
= [5.25 
35 ews) 
3.5 / 5.25 
3.5 / 5.25 
3.5 / 5.25 
| 35/5.5 
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Name = _ 
imtoo | 


"Delivery details 
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Povo 
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525- ind HD er MB 





























Seren: Es ee ee 


era oe. : 
3.5-inch HD (1.44 MB) sa 2 : 


Pasioge and packing 3 per oe. $5.00 
Enclose a jeu or use the 
credit card authority below — ws 


Payment Details/Credit Card Authority 
Forward to Melb PC, PO Box 283, South Melbourne VIC 3205, Australia 








Postage/Packing is induded — te 
Costs: first disk (per order) $5, on disk $4, thir and legal disks: Seah 


lam — (_) under 15 years of age Signature: 
|} under 18 years of age 
L_} over 18 years of age 






































en che made payable to Melbourne PC User Group Inc. for | — | - a | 
Please debit my: Bankcard i | Visa | | MasterCard | with $ | A Gord exiy date iZ | [ | ' 
wee (1 1. DL) 
Card holder's name. | | Signature | | _ i 
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Discounts for 
members 







Discounts from members and advertisers 





Computer service, Moon-Ess Computers Books, magazines, —_ Dymocks Other services 
parts, support, etc Essendon software, etc Fountain Gate Adept Accounting and Taxation 

Austral Data Processing Services Ph: (03) 9326 2776 Advanced Computer Products Ph: (03) 9796 6459 Mill Park 

Forest Hill Fox: (03) 9326 2797 St. Albans Fox: (03) 9796 6509 Ph: (03) 9436 7604 

Ph: (03) 9894 0199 10%—service and repairs, new and Ph: (03) 9364 1886 10%—computer books. 10% —on all taxation return 

Fax: (03) 9894 7688 secondhand parts and systems. Fax: (03) 9367 3639 Dymocks preparation and business 

20% —(not hardware) on PC-Home Direct 20%—all computer books and Pran Central, Prahran accounting services. 

consultancy, data backup/storage, Greenvale software. Ph: (03) 9510 2100 Express Bookkeeping 

maintenance, hardware. Ph: (03) 9333 3856 Capricorn Programming Services Fax: (03) 9519 2520 Carnegie 
Bond Computer Solutions Fox: (03) 9333 2646 Frankston 10%—computer books. Ph: (03) 9563 4770 

Femtree Gully 5%—Texas Instruments, Toshiba & = Ph: (03) 9775 5377 Trevor Gibbs Fox: (03) 9563 4477 

Ph: (03) 9752 2662 Samsung notebook computers, Fax: (03) 9774 5434 Melton 10% —on all bookkeeping and 

Fox: (03) 9752 3369 Packard Bell desktop computers. 10%—on Scanlab Vol.1 Anitvirus Ph: (03) 9743 8917 financial management services. 

20%—(labour only) on repairs for PCLC Computers and virus education kit. 15%—books: Windows Whys and — Min Thong Lee 

individual Melb PC members. Heathmont Collins Booksellers Easy DOS It, $16.95 each, $32 for AP Insurance Brokers 
Bright Business Services Ph: (03) 9870 3288 (Technical and Academic Centre) both. Incl diskettes. Queen St, Melbourne 

North Carlton Fax: (03) 9870 3288 Melbourne ITS Information Technology Systems ph. (03) 9602 1869 

Ph: (03) 9388 9744 20%—Iabour on upgrades, 5% on = Ph:-—(03) 9654 3144 Greenvale Fox: (03) 9602 1876 

Fox: (03) 9388 9755 some new systems. 10%—computer books. Ph/Fax: (03) 9333 2197 5% —life insurance, loans, home & 

15%—Remanufactured laser Pollock Computer & Technical Computer Book Company 20%—computer books, Educational contents, motor, commercial. 

printer cartridges and inkets. Services Mt. Evelyn Software. Michaels Camera and Video 
Calculator King Hampton Ph: (03) 9737 0411 Mace Booksellers and Stationers = fe/bourne 

St. Kilda Road Ph: = (03) 9598 3186 Fox: (03) 9737 0433 Mount Waverley Ph: (03) 9670 1333 

Ph: (03) 9866 8753 Fox: (03) 9598 3186 20%—all computer books, mail Ph: (03) 9807 1899 Fox: (03) 9670 0074 


Fox: (03) 9820 9652 


20%—Personal PC tuition and 


order. 


10%—computer books. 


up tp 10%—on digital cameras, 


10% —all calculators (inc. problem solution. Cybec Pty Ltd McGills Authorised Newsagency scanners, Internet video 
scientific/financial and speciality). Protege Solutions Hampton Melbourne conferencing, scanning bureau. 
Personal Organisers: Sharp, Casio, Notting Hill Ph: (03) 9521 0655 Ph: (03) 9602 5566 Mike McKeon Music 
HP, Psion. Ph: = (03) 9558 9198 Fox: (03) 9521 0729 10%—computer books. Dingley Village 

Greensborough Computers Fax: (03) 9558 9197 10%—Vet antivirus software for Polyester Books Ph: (03) 9551 7363 
Greensborough 15%—all fax/modems and purchase. Fitzroy 5%—on our Octet or 10% on a 
Ph: (03) 9434 6166 ethernet products. Dymocks, Shop 2 Ph: (03) 9419 5223 14 pce. Big Band and two vocalist. 
Fax: (03) 9434 6033 Summit Computers Melbourne Fax: (03) 9419 5451 Discount off Musicians’ Award 
20% —(labour only) on repairs and Lilydale Ph: (03) 9663 1344 10%—on all fiction, science, rates. For Dinner dances, balls, 
upgrades for individual Melb PC Ph: (03) 9739 6269 Fax: (03) 9663 1581 computer and non-fiction titles, weddings and other special events. 
Members. 5% on some models of Fax: (03) 9735 0503 10% —computer books, no magazines, comics & T-shirts. Newtech R&D 
new PC Systems (please enquire). 20%—on labour (service, networks, magazines. RMIT Bookshop Kilsyth 

Metropolis Corporation Pty Ltd etc), 6%—hardware and software. — Dymocks Melbourne Ph/Fox: (03) 9723 7535 
Ferntree Gully Brighton Ph: (03) 9663 5855 10% —on electronics consumer 


Ph: (03) 9752 4242 

Fax: (03) 9752 3777 
10%—off computer systems 
(includes free 24-hour 
software/technical support.) $40 for 
up to two hours of maintenance 
and/or support 


Ph: (03) 9592 1911 

Fox: (03) 9592 1611 

10%—computer books. 
Dymocks 

Westfield Shopping Town, 

Doncaster 

Ph: (03) 9848 7209 

Fax: (03) 9848 7307 

10%—computer books. 
Dymocks 

Frankston 

Ph: (03) 9770 0300 

Fax: (03) 9770 0400 

10%—computer books. 


Fox: (03) 9663 7528 

10%—all books. 
Technical Book and 

Magazine Company 

Melbourne 

Ph: (03) 9663 3951 

10%—computer books. 
The Worsley Press 
Rutherglen 

Freecall: 1800 622 805 

Ph/Fax: (060) 32 8122 

10%—8 free postage. 


product design and Japanese 
translation. = 


Tortoise Head Guest House 


French Island 

Ph: (03) 5980 1234 

Fox: (03) 5980 1222 
10%—on accommodation, fully 
catered, adjacent bay. 








Access (Database) 


Ray Watson 

(03) 9883 4382 AH 
Fax: (03) 9576 9591 
2nd Monday, 6.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Assembly & Other 
Languages 


Felix Hofmann 
felix@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9523 5400 AH 
lst Thursday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Ballarat 


Ken Smith 

(03) 5332 7851 BH & AH 

kensmith@giant.bnc.com.au 
lst Thursday, 7.30 pm 
(except school holidays) 
Ballarat & Clarendon 
College, Junior School 

Campus 

614 Mair St Ballarat 


Basic 


Andrew Callaway 
(03) 9619 4067 BH 
2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Bendigo 


Russell Collins 

(03) 5439 3708 

2nd Wednesday, 7.30 pm 
Girton Grammar School 
(Computer Room) 

105 Mackenzie Street 
Bendigo 

(Vine Street entrance) 


C/C++ Programming 


Ken Holmes 

(03) 9583 1504 BH a AH 
Ath Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 
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Clarion 


Alan King 

(03) 9882 8044 BH 

Ath Wednesday, 6.30 pm 
Suite 9, 

96 Camberwell Road 
East Hawthorn 

(Through wire gate and 
up the stairs on the 
south-east side of 
Roseberry St) 


Communications 


Philip Lew 

(03) 9822 2998 BH 

(Brief calls please) 

2nd Wednesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Daytime 


Felix van Lier 
Felixv|@melppc.org.au 
(03) 9525 3962 BH & AH 
Asst convener: 

Brian Taylor 

2nd Thursday, 10.00 am 
Melb PC SIG Room 


East 


Keith Lane 

(O03) 9762 6644 Anytime 
(03) 9761 1414 Fox 
keithIn@melbpc.org.au 
Asst convener: 

Stewart Tanner 

(03) 9879 9776 

2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
Gas and Fuel Theatrette 
200 Rooks Road, Vermont 


East Workshop 


Aldo Pitre 

(03) 9878 7959 
aldop@melbpc.org.au 
Asst convener: 

lan Paterson 

(03) 9755 2238 

Ring for dates 

Unit 11, 

27-33 Rooks Road 
Mitcham. 


(Offices of Haldatec P/L) 


Special interest group meetings 


Freeware and 
Shareware 


Doug Westcott 

(03) 9898 2765 aH 
dougw@melbpc.org.au 
Co-convener: Tony James 
3rd Tuesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Graphics 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
(03) 9562 1023 aH 
(brief calls please) 
Asst convener: 

Kevin Gorie 

3rd Monday, 7.45 pm 
We meet in the bungalow 
at the rear of Nadish 
Naoroji’s home, 

8 Park Crescent 
North Caulfield 


Hardware 


Felix Hofmann 
felix@melbpc.org.au 

(03) 9523 5400 AH 

3rd Wednesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Music 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
(03) 9562 1023 AH 
(brief calls please) 

Asst convener: Eric Best 
(03) 9646 6898 AH 
2nd Thursday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


New Users, Central 


Graham Paul 

(03) 9417 5315 aH 
3rd Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


New Users, East 


Doug Brooke 

(03) 9822 3458 BH & AH 
2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
St Mark’s Anglican 
Church, 

Cnr Canterbury & Burke 
Rds 


Camberwell 


0S/2 


John Angelico 
talldad@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9544 8792 

Ath Tuesday, 6.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Quicken 


Viv Martin 
martinvg@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9583 5372 AH 

Ath Thursday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Retired & Interested 
Persons 


Ken Thomas 

(03) 9803 6229 BH & AH 
Ath (not last) Friday, 
10.00 am 

Lutheran Church 

25 Cypress Avenue 
Glen Waverley 


Turbo Pascal 


Ross Hall 

(03) 5428 6470 aH 
(03) 9699 4000 BH 
2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


UNIX 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 

(03) 9562 1023 AH 
(brief calls please) 

3rd Thursday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Video Editing (Linear) 


Albert Vanzet 

(03) 9439 1768 
vanzet@melbpc.org.au 
Ath Monday, 6.30 pm 
Michaels Camera Store 
269 Elizabeth Street 


Melbourne 









Video Editing 
(Non-linear) 


Lawrie Weston 

(03) 9742 373 

Kevin Gorie 

(03) 9870 3965 

2nd Monday, 6.30 pm 
Michaels Camera Store 
269 Elizabeth Street 
Melbourne 


Waffle 


Vince Thornton 

018 171 344 or 
Andrew Callaway 
(03) 9619 4067 BH 
“Eat-ins” after monthly 
meeting. 


Warragul 


Gordon Ross 

(03) 5623 5484 AH 

Ist Friday, 7.30 pm 
Warragul Leisure Center 
Function Room 


Windows 


Mikhail Bortolotto 
(03) 9888 2360 AH 
Ist Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Word Processing/DTP 


Loraine Briggs 

(03) 9563 6396 AH 
014 693 882 
Ibriggs@melbpc.org.au 
Ath Friday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


| The Blind Citizens Support Group | 


_ meets at 7.45 pm on the 3rd Tuesday 
of each month, at Ist Floor, 87 High 


Street, Prahran. For further details, : 
_ please contact John Machin, on (03) — 








SIG 


Bendigo 
Russell Collins 


At our April meeting, Tim Newbegin, the 
Archives Officer from LaTrobe University, 
gave a very interesting address on the 
history of databases and some 
comprehensive information on the 
organisation and backing up of data. 


The program for the year is starting to 
come together, in May Andrew Moon is 
returning to discuss the new MMx 
Pentium chip, and general quality of 
computer components. June is planed as 
Genealogy, with speakers from G.U.M. 
coming along. 


A visit to Coliban Water’s offices is 
planed for July. Now privatised, Coliban 
Water is operated by Corvico, who are 
anxious to show off their computers and 
software. August will be dedicated to 
Farm Software—Alan Stevens, who is an 
agronomist with Westfarmers Dalgety, 
and has also researched a number of 
Farm Management software packages, 
will be our speaker. 


Any one with a CD-Rom should avail 
themselves of our ever increasing library 
of CDs. These are available for $1 per 
month from the Bendigo sic, please talk 
to Bruce Rivendell. 


Meetings Calendar 
Slea with SIG Convener when a SIG eee lee ona Public: or School Holiday) 


meeting reports 





Daytime 


Felix van Lier 


March 


Forty-three members came to see Doug 
Brooke’s presentation on the Melb PC 
BBS. Doug covered issues such as 
hardware, modems, software, 
preparation, opening screens, menus, 
message and files areas, offline readers, 
etc. He also prepared an eight-page, 
doubled-sided document on accessing 
the Melb PC sss, and provided it on disk 
as well, along with additional information 
about the message and file areas. 

With all this material and a direct link 
to the BBs, Doug gave us a practical 
demonstration of how everything works. 
Thanks to Doug for a most enjoyable 
and informative presentation. 

May 

We are looking forward to George 
Skarbek’s Question and Answer session 
at our May meeting. It would be helpful 
if members gave me an indication of the 
sort of questions they would like to ask, 
so that George can prepare before the 
meeting. 

Absolute beginners 


The formation of a daytime Absolute 
Beginners siG will depend on the interest 
of the members. A minimum of 10 
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members is required to start a new SIG. 
An Absolute Beginners siG would be 
helpful for members who have just 
purchased a computer and find 
themselves lost. We can help you find 
your way out of the maze. 


East 


Margaret Brown 
New meeting location 
Good news for members unable to find 
a seat at the March meeting—we have 
moved to a larger venue, with seating 
for 200. We now meet at the Gas and 
Fuel Theatrette, 200 Rooks Road, 
Vermont. Day and time remain the same. 

The popular Question and Answer 
session was first on the agenda at the 
March meeting so that anyone unable to 
make the 7.30 start would not miss the 
advertised topics. Thanks to members 
who offered help during this session, 
and to those who helped at the Sunday 
workshop. 

Thanks also to Melb PC President, Stan 
Johnson who attended the meeting and 
gave us an overview of the issues and 
problems affecting members, and 
answered questions from the floor. 

Our shareware segment showcased 
Paint Shop Pro. Stewart Bedford, our 
resident web page guru, uses the 
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program extensively. The image 
manipulation he demonstrated was quite 
remarkable, although in the limited time 
available we were only able to view a 
few of the program’s features. Stuart 
believes that it is worth downloading 
and trialling. 

The East siG aims to offer a balance of 
topics to satisfy all levels of computer 
expertise, however there is so much 
interest in the Internet, even from members 
who are not yet using modems, that the 
Internet was again the evening’s main topic. 

The discussion and demonstration 
covered the spectacular growth of 
communication technology over the past 
30 years. Using Frp (File Transfer Protocol) 
we located files on a computer in the USA 
and transferred them to our demonstration 
computer in minutes. We saw that 
browsers could make similar procedures 
even easier, and we all learnt one 
important lesson, if it is coloured and 
underlined, click on it. Sending personal 
information, presents obvious problems, 
so advice concerning security was most 
important. Various methods of encryption 
were explained as were the special 
requirements for banking procedures. 

As a follow-up we have arranged a 
hands on session at a nearby college 
facility. Ten dollars for an hour-and-a-half 
with some of the more experienced 
members offering assistance. Planned 
topics include the use of mailers, news- 
groups, IRC and web browsers. As the 
numbers are limited and the cost very 
reasonable we anticipate a heavy 
demand for places. 

Tips and Tricks take on a whole new 
meaning when Keith Beresford is in 
control. With something for everyone, 
this is fast becoming the most entertain- 
ing and popular session of the evening. 

Another most enjoyable evening with 
thanks to all who assisted. 


Graphics 
Yahya Abdal-Aziz 

This SIG is the place to see, show and 
discuss any aspect of graphics—as 
distinct from text—used in personal 
computing with PCs. We warmly invite 
any member of Melb PC to drop in and 
share a pleasant evening. Tea and coffee 
are available, for which we request a 
small contribution, whether in kind or in 
cash. As always, we thank our host 
Nadish for his hospitality and the use of 
his equipment. 
Shareware reviews 
Late last year, I gave Graphics sIG 
members a couple of dozen interesting 
titles from the shareware library. They 
agreed to try them out, then write a 
couple of factual paragraphs saying what 
they really think of them and why. 

Several members have already given 
me their responses. To anyone who 


hasn’t written their fifty words yet—I’m 
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still interested! I prefer to get text for 
publication as a message or file on the 
BBs. I will collate and pass on to Glenn 
Webster what I have now. We now 
publish “blurbs” based on the software 
authors’ promotional text. Our review 
should be a useful and objective 
supplement to them. 

Animation 

Myles Strous showed us the character 
animation capabilities of the CD-ROM-based 
Hash 3D Animation, which he talked 
about last year. 

The scene editor lets you set up key 
frames and paths for characters and the 
camera. The main window gives a 
wireframe perspective view. Other 
windows show its three standard 
projections—plan, front elevation and 
side elevation. The paths are splines, that 
is smooth curves flowing between points 
you place and move with the mouse. 

You can use one of the many 
pre-defined characters, or construct your 
own in one of three ways. First, you can 
join simple geometric solids (cones, 
cylinders and boxes). Second, you can 
draw a freehand spline and lathe it. 
Lastly, you can draw the spline and 
extrude it. After building the character’s 
shape, you then apply different surface 
textures to it. 

Using the first approach, Myles created 
a hopping gnome with a floppy hat. The 
hat showed the program’s interesting 
ability to “skin,” that is smoothly join, 
two shapes. Myles made the hat by 
cutting the end off a cone, then skinning 
the two pieces together. He then 
positioned each part of the hat 
separately, but constrained by the elastic 
join between them. Easier to do than say! 
Dabbling 


Kevin Gorie showed us Fractal Design 
Dabbler 1.0. This is a paint program for 
those who want the fun of Fractal 
Design Painter, at a fraction of the price. 
The program provides tools to make 
pictures in a style completely different 
to, say, PC Paintbrush. 

Kevin’s main complaint with Dabbler 
was its idiosyncratic user interface. He 
was just being polite. It really is silly to 
ignore the benefits of a standard 
interface, even when it is sub-standard! 
The interface is not even the same as 
that in Painter. If a Painter user wants to 
use it as a quick sketching tool, he or 
she will first need to spend some time 
learning it. 

Themes for the rest of 1997 
May — Morphing 
June—Scanning—hardware and software 
July—Painting and drawing 
August—Image processing software 
September— Graphics printing — 
hardware and software 
October—Animation software 
November— Ray-tracing 


Decgember—The Christmas party 





Music 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
The Music SIG aims to explore the ways 
in which using PCs can enhance musical 
experience, with a special focus on the 
creative side. We'll do anything reasonable 
to help you enjoy music-making more. 
Activities include 


e Presentations of music hardware and 
software 

e Performance of new music, by 
members and others, every meeting 

e Hands-on workshops with interesting 
gear 

e Tutorials on techniques— whether 
notation, composition, arrangement 

e Demonstrations by professional 
musicians 

e Group composition (or just jammin’) 

Equipment 

What is the best value in sound cards? A 

member said “If you can afford it, get 

the Sound Blaster AWE 32. But don’t 

buy the Value Edition. It gives you only 

half a megabyte for samples, which is 

not enough.” 

We wanted better equipment for the 
sIG machine, and agreed on a Sound 
Blaster AWE 32 sound card, a double- 
speed CD-ROM and powered speakers. 
Good news, the Committee has approved 
the equipment outlined here, and will 
purchase it. 

That synth 

Remember your old analog synth? That 
Yamaha DX with the custom mods made 
by Robin Whittle? What, you never heard 
..2 Well, many people did, and loved 
them. So we have members keen to get 
one any way they can. 

In particular, John and Murray would 
both like to find software to emulate an 
analog synthesizer on the PC. They 
reckon they’ll even write it if they must. 

It may not be necessary. I’ve just 
received a message from a member on 
the Internet, saying he saw one about 18 
months ago. As soon as I locate it, Pil 
bring it to a SIG meeting for a look-see-play. 
Q&Q 
Two requests from members, not yet 
answered: 


e Where can I get Scott Joplin rags as 
MIDI files? and 
e Is there a MIDI sequencer that will run 
on either Linux or Windows NT? 
If you know the answer to either, please 
e-mail to yahya@melbpc.org.au, or 
message Yahya Abdal-Aziz on the BBs. 
(They’re actually the same bloke.) Or 
better still, come along to the next 
meeting and share your knowledge. 
The future | 
It's up to you what you make of this sic 
—just like every other sic. Membership 
continues to grow, but if you’re into 
music, we want to meet you there too. 


Come along and be a “heard” animal. 
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0S/2 


John Angelico 
At our March meeting we welcomed 
about fifteen OS/2 users, including some 
new people, and introduced our special 
guest Franz Walkow, OS/2 Evangelist 
and Consulting Systems Engineer, from 
IBM Melbourne. 

Franz has an impressive background in 
the architecture and design of 08/2 within 
IBM. 

Franz explained the difference between 
Token Ring and Ethernet operation in 
clear no-nonsense terms. We outlined the 
kinds of difficulties which can beset one 
when setting up a peer network and 
how we overcame them. Many aspects 
which had previously required anguished 
pleas in BBS message areas and across 
the Internet were non-existent in Warp 4, 
where considerable effort has been taken 
to supply drivers and other support 
software plus an intelligent installation 
routine to guide users through the install. 

Questions from the floor sought more 
details regarding inter-operation with 
workstations running Win95, WinNT and 
other OS software. There is an extraord- 
inary range of workstations and environ- 
ments which can be connected out of 
the box, plus others (e.g. AppleTalk) 
which can be connected with add-on 
(and usually low cost) software modules 
available from IBM or its resellers. For 
anyone who wants to see this network 
inter-operation with Win95 and WinNT, 
one of the desktop Ethernet machines 
will remain set up at the Computer Boss 
showroom. Ask John for more details. 

Franz fielded os/2 questions and 
responded with particular insight into the 
design and construction phases of 0s/2. 
Warp 3 was subjected to extensive testing 
both inside 1mm and by means of 1200+ 
contractors. With Warp 4, the base code 
of Warp 3 was taken with the latest 
Fixpack and cleaned up, i.e. overlapping 
fixes were rationalised down to clean, 
tight code. This code was subjected to a 
number of “maximum load tests”—the 
OS had to withstand seven full days (168 
hours!) continuous running under heavy 
operational load without breaking. 

This explains why some bugs discovered 
late in the test cycle could not be removed 
—if a reasonable production and shipping 
schedule was to be maintained and a 
product shipped, this kind of testing had 
to stop somewhere. Hence IBM has revised 
their bug-fix, upgrade and production 
cycle for os/2. During 1997 we will see 
approximately quarterly releases in all 
the usual software distribution channels, 
followed by a major release in early 1998. 

On the stance taken by IBM to supposedly 
“abandon” non-corporate users in favour of 
the big corporate world, Franz explained 
the background of 1BM, outlined the 
restrictions still in force from the Dept of 
Justice Consent Decree (30 years old: 
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most of the terms have expired but ten 

significant factors still remain) and 

unspun the “spin doctor” reports which 
filled the trade press. InM has arranged 
for Business Partners to look after people 
like us—small to medium business, 
single users, SOHO and “hobbyists.” So 
ask around for your nearest IBM Business 

Partner when you are next looking for 

anything Os/2 related. 

Our next meeting on 27 May 1997 will 
be on JAvA and multi-platform 
applications. Corel OfficeSuite for Java. 
Future plans: 

e Special for new users: Warp up and 
running with performance and tuning 
tips 

e Shareware reviews: (please report back 
on what you would like to learn about) 


¢ meeting with IBM business partners 


e os/2 and related literature (McGills 
computer section) 


Retired & Interested Persons 


Bill Cooney 
March 
Despite our regular meeting day falling 
on Good Friday, more than 100 people 
showed up, all eager for the slightest 
clue about how to do it better or easier, 
or how to tame the one-eyed monster 
on the desk at home. The long-awaited 
RIP SIG database of our members, their 
strengths and interests, was released at 
this meeting. Copies were snapped up 
quickly during the tea break. Disks will 
be available next meeting, if you missed 
out. Thanks to the dBASE group, and 
Gordon McMahon in particular, for the 
work done preparing the disk. 
News 
Max Collyer is still not up to scratch but 
we were pleased to hear that his health 
has greatly improved. 
Display 
The guest display was Digital Cameras. 
The impressive array of gear generated a 
lot of interest. Gary, Clive and Chris 
(from Michaels Camera Store, Compro 
Digital Cameras and A.C.S. Innovations, 
respectively) were our presenters. 
Unfortunately the 
setup let Chris 
down and there 
was little video to 
see, although what 
we did see was 
very exciting. 
May 
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Plans for future meetings 

One of the subjects planned for a future 
meeting is CD technology—a quickly 
developing field that should be of great 
help to users. 


Turbo Pascal 


Ross Hall 
The March Basic/Turbo Pascal meeting 
was very much a Delphi affair where 
Power and Visual Basic took a bit of a 
back seat for the evening. 
Among the topics discussed were: 


¢ Comparisons between Delphi 1.0, 
Delphi 2.0 and Borland Pascal for 
Windows. Particularly in relation to the 
ease of construction of resources such 
as menuing systems. 


e We had a dig into the Windows 95 
registry to find out how time zone 
information was stored. 

e Schedulng software for trams and trains. 
How it keeps tabs on the location of 
vehicles and why the scheduling task 
is So complex. 

e Problems with help sections in Delphi 
2.0. In quite a few areas there is a 
blank page for a particular subject, 
where there should be descriptions of 
object methods. 

The evening finished up with a combined 

effort to quickly throw together an Avi 

file viewer in Delphi 2.0. Getting the 
viewer to show an Avi file was dead 
simple, it was things like a progress bar 
and elapsed timer that started the search 
through the help files (and hence the 
problems with the missing help pages.) 

This was a good example of the use of 

a rapid application development 

program, such as Delphi, and how a 

fully working program can be built in a 

very short time. With the multimedia 

components provided as standard, the 
serious coding begins when one starts to 
deviate from or enhance the supplied 
objects. But at least you hear noises and 
see pictures right from the start. 

The meeting closed at about 10.30 pm. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 13 

May. Hope to see you there. O 
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Get the most from your 
computer’s CD player and Win 95 





f you want to play music CDs 
through your computer’s CD-ROM 
drive, just insert the CD into the 
drive. The CD-Player program 
should be loaded automatically and 

the CD should start playing. If it doesn’t, 

you may need to set the CD-ROM drive 

parameters, as follows: 

e Click on Start 

e Point to Settings 

e Click on Control Panel 

e Double-click on System 

e Click on the Device Manager tab 

e Click on the [+] in front of the CD-ROM 

drive (this will display the details of 
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your CD-ROM drive on the next line) 
e Click on the line with the CD’s details, 
then click on the Properties button 
e Click on the Settings tab 
e Click on the Auto insert notification 
option (a tick will appear in front of it) 
Now close any opened windows you no 
longer need. From now on, music CDs 
will play automatically, when they are 
inserted into your CD-ROM. 


similar to 


standard 


Before you start playing your CDs you 
may want to set some preferences for 
your CD-ROM player. 

If your CD-Player icon is showing on 
your Win 95 TaskBar, click on it. This 
will bring the CD-Player window to the 


CD player... 








Figure I. 





foreground. Display the CD-Player’s 
ToolBar, with its icons, by clicking on 
ToolBar (this will place a tick in front of 
it). You will now see the ToolBar, with 
its icons. 


have some fun 


The details 


Instead of having a Play List that reads, 
Track 1, Track 2, and so on, you can 
edit the it to display the a listing of the 
artist's name, title of the CD, and the title 
of each track on the CD as follows: 


Setting your preferences 


I like to see the time remaining on each 
track, rather than the elapsed time, so I 
have clicked on Track time remaining 
(placing a tick in front of it). You can 
set other preferences by clicking on 
Options, then Preferences. For example, 
you might want to select Random Order 
or Continuous Play, or both. 


e Click on the left icon on the ToolBar, 
or click on Disc 





CD Player: Disc Settings 


CD Player: Disc Settings 
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Figure 2. 
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Love hurts 
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e Click on Edit Play List (the cursor will 
now be in the “Artist” field and “New 
Artist” will be selected) 

e Enter the artist’s name and when 
you've finished, press the Tab key (the 
cursor will move to the “Title” field, 
where the words “New Title” will be 
selected) 

e Enter the title of the CD and press the 
Tab key five times, to select “Track 1" 
in the field at the bottom of the 
window 

e Enter the name of the first track, then 
press the Enter key not Tab, or you 
can click on the Set Name box. (This 
will select the next track.) 

Repeat this process until you have 

finished entering the names of all the 

tracks. 

When you've finished you can make 
corrections by reselecting any track and 
changing the information. 


Favourites 

If you want to hear all the tracks on that 
CD, in the order they appear on the CD, 
just click on the OK button, and the Play 
List table will display all the tracks 
available (in the same order as on the 
CD). The data will be written to a file 
(CDPLAYER.INI) in the Windows folder. 


What if... 


Let’s say that you only like some of the 

tracks on the CD. If you only want to 

hear those, you can edit the play list as 

follows: 

e Click on the Edit Play List icon 

e From the Play List table on the left, 
select the first track you don’t want 
to hear 

e Click on the Remove button (that track 
won't be played, unless you edit the 
play list again, by selecting it in the 
Available Tracks table and clicking on 
the Add button) 


Customising the order of play 

The easiest way to set the CD player to 
play all the tracks (or just the ones you 
have selected) in a different order from 
the way they were recorded, or to play 
some tracks more than once: 


e Click on the Clear All button 


e In the Available Tracks table on the 
right, click on the first track you want 
to hear 

e Click on the Add button to add that 
track to the Play List table on the left. 
Repeat this for every track you want to 
hear in sequence, repeating any you 
want to hear more than once. When 
you finish, be sure to click “Done” 
button, this will store the information 
on your hard drive, ready to be 
recalled each time you play that CD. 

If you want to start playing a certain 

track, just click on the down arrow to 


the right of the Track field, then click on 


pe Under. hay — 


the track you want to start with, which 
will now have the name visible rather 
than just a track number. Next, press the 
Play button, and the CD will start 
playing from that track. 

While you’re there, take a few minutes 
and look around. You'll notice other 
buttons, similar to standard CD player 
controls (such as Pause, Stop, Rewind, 
Skip Forward, Skip Backward, Eject, etc. 
Try them all and have some fun. 


How does the computer know... 


You may be wondering how the 
computer keeps track of which CD 
you've inserted. Each CD has identifying 
data, including a unique identification 
number, recorded on to it. That’s read 
by the CD player and compared against 
the information in the computer’s data 
file. If there’s a match (you have entered 
data for that CD) the computer will 
display the information you entered, and 
play the CD as you have specified. 


Post script 


Having played around with this 
extensively now, I have now discovered 
that there is a file size limitation of 
around 65,000 characters (64 KB). This 
means that you can only store about 90 
to 100 CDs, depending on the number 
of tracks on each CD. I find this a real 
drawback to a an otherwise excellent 
piece of software. Presumably the 
programmers would not have gone to 
the trouble of entering that many CDs, 
and I guess I can’t blame them. It’s 
time consuming. But I would ne nice to 
have known about the limitation, before 
I got to the limit. I had entered the 
information for more than ten CDs 

over the limit, before I discovered the 
problem. None of them were saved. 
And I can think of better things to do 
with my time then to re-key the entries 
at a later date. 


About the author 


Frank Schuffelen is a former member of 
Melb PC who moved to Queensland. He 
rejoined to get his regular PC Update fix. 
He is also a member of the Brisbane 
user group. 

He has owned many computers, the 
first being an Exidy Sorcerer. Frank 
started a user group, the Sorcerer Users 
Group, later called Sorcerer Computer 
Users of Australia, then Personal 
Computers Support Group, and now 
Visual Basic Users of Australia. He is an 
honorary member and the proud holder 
of membership number “1.” 

He works for Unisys Information 
Systems, likes listening to sixties’ pop 
music and collects computer books and 
magazines. His favourite program, 
Quicken, has a bad habit of telling him 
how much he spends on computer 
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The nitty-gritty about 
CDPLAYER.INI...or what a 
CD data file looks like 


First there is a hex number in 
square brackets, which I presume 
is the unique identifying code for 
each CD (it’s usually six or seven 
characters long). 


The second line is always 
“EntrylType=1" (don’t know what 
other entry types there are, but 
there would appear to be others). 


The third line always starts with 
“artist=" followed by the artist’s 
name. 


The fourth line always starts with 
“title=” followed by the CD title. 
The fifth line always starts with 
“numtrack=” followed by the 
number of tracks on the CD. 


If you have not entered any titles 
for individual tracks, that will be all 
there is for that first CD. 


If you have entered titles for the 
tracks, the next line will be “O=” 
followed by the title of the first 
track, then “1=” followed by the 
title of the second track, and so on. 


After the last track, there is a line 
that shows the order in which you 
want the tracks played. That line 
starts with “order=” followed by the 
order you have specified. Uf you 
look at your CDPLAYER.INI file to 
check this line, remember that the 
first track is always called “O", not 
4"), 


Next there will be a line that starts 
with “numplay=”, followed by the 
number of tracks you have selected 
in the line above. 


Then there will be either one or 
two blank lines Gd have not been 
able to work out yet why there are 
occasionally two lines instead of 
one). 


This is followed by the hex 
number in square brackets for the 
next CD for which you have 
entered data. And the sequence 
described above is repeated for 
each CD. 


If you have re-installed Windows 

95 and have two or more 
CDPLAYER.INI files, you can easily 
combine them using a DOS editor 
or Notepad. You can use WordPad 
instead, but if you do, remember to 
save the combined file as a “text” 
(*.TxT) file, not a *.Doc file, 
otherwise it won't be readable as 
an *.INI file. ‘a 
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‘ve been using Ventura since its early 

days, back in the ’80s. Then it ran 

happily on an 640 KB XT. Today 

the minimum recommended is a 

16 MB 486DX2, but I wouldn’t use 
anything less than a Pentium. 

I am always wary of new releases of 
products that I’m very familiar with. Every 
time a new version of a “production” 
package hits my desk, I seem to spend 
several weeks scaling the learning curve. 

So, with some apprehension, I opened 
the box and extracted the two manuals 
and two CD-ROMs that make up the latest 
version of Corel VENTURA 7 (CV7). 

This time I read the manuals before 
installing the software. That gave me 
some encouragement. There’s a long list 
of new features, many of which I know 
I want, some of which will probably be 
useful, once that learning curve flattens. 

New versions of any software package 
need to meet two, often conflicting, needs 
—to convince potential new customers to 
purchase it and to gain acceptance from 
existing users. 


Changing over 


My first comments are as an existing user. 
I use VENTURA to put PC Update together. 
Over a long period, I’ve built up up tech- 
niques—and written some software—that 
help me with the essential, but tedious, 
repetitive tasks. I prefer to spend my time 
not doing the same thing over-and-over, 
so my initial foray was to take an existing 
article, and see what CV7 did to it. 

[A brief, simplified, aside—in VENTURA 5 
(and all earlier versions) I keep an article 
ds a chapter. Each chapter is linked to a 
style sheet, which stores details of page 
size, margins, paragraph-style-names, and 
their associated font, point size, vertical 
spacing, indentation, and so on. The 
chapter contains links to external files, 
such ds the text you are reading, and the 
various photos, graphics, screen shots and 
dadvertisements.] 

To my mind, the most useful feature of 
VENTURA is its ability to to keep an ASCII 
_ text file, separate from the DTP system. 
This makes it very easy to carry forward 
files for things such as our discounts 
page and list of committee, to name just 
two. It also makes it easy to convert to 
HTML format for our Web edition. 





Corel VENTURA 7 


My first chapter 
To trial CV7 I took an existing chapter 
(the Breastfeeding review on page 53 of 
this issue) and made fresh copies of all 
its files, in the expectation that anything 
that might change wouldn’t affect the 
“production” system. 

I opened the chapter. Oops. Not all 
the text was on the page. It didn’t start 
in the same position. Some lines were a 


different length. “So what’s new,” I thought. 


Exactly the same things happened when 
I converted from version 3 to version 4. 

These would be minor annoyances, 
had it been a new publication, but the 
least I'd hoped for was one, or perhaps 
two, little differences. Largely undeterred 
I pressed on and adjusted the positioning 
of a few of the elements on the page. 
Everything is measured in inches! 

It would have been nice if CV7 had 
remembered how Id laboriously set up 
my frame measurements in millimetres, 
and my paragraph spacing in points. 
Stil, it can all be changed. After about 
an hour I had a page that looked, on 
the screen, similar to what I last saw in 
version 5. 

CV7 saves everything in a single file. 
To modify the text file outside of CV7 
or prepare it for the Web, you gave to 
export it—another annoying and 
unnecessary step. 

Another frustration concerns the human 
interface—just about every keyboard 
shortcut has changed—again. This has 
been regular occurrence from version 3 
to 4 to 5 to 7. There is even a four-page 
document in the help system, listing all 
the variations. It’s a pity that it’s designed 
for US-letter paper and the important 
parts of the last column disappear off the 
right side of the page! On a more useful 
front, it is possible to, mostly, make CV7 
use CV5 shortcuts. 

One of my big hopes for CV7 was that 
it would do a better job of separating 
the colours to film. (What you see on a 
colour page is a mixture of black, cyan 
(a blue), magenta (a red), and yellow 
inks. As we start with a screen shot 
that’s a mixture of red, green and blue, 
there’s some fancy conversion involved. 
Version 5, to my eyes, isn’t as smart as it 
could be, tending to produce too much 


magenta, or not enough cyan, or both. 
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It’s difficult to tell on a black laser print, 
just how the colours will turn out, 
although if you print the four separations 
in black, you do get some inkling. 

The next step was to print these 
separations for both versions 5 and 7, 
and compare them. Chalk and cheese. 
What will the printed copy look like? 

I sent both files to Stephen Davey at 

Pagination Design Services in Geelong, 
who makes all the film for PC Update, 
and asked him to make colour proofs. 


Things look better 


This is where things started looking up. 
The colours on the CV7 output were much 
different—less red, and much closer to 
the way things look on my screen. 
Bernie’s hair was closer to its real life 
colour, with less reddish tinges. Flesh 
tones were more natural. 

This was the point at which I decided 
that CV7 would be worth the effort. It 
was, however, too late in the production 
cycle for this issue, which has all been 
produced with version 5. 


The future 


Watch over the next few months, as I 

gradually convert. Some of the many new 

features that I hope to take advantage of, 

not necessarily all in PC Update are 

e Master Pages 

e Artistic text, in the style of its sibling 
CorelDRAW! 

e Tables that can contain multiple 
paragraphs or graphics in a cell 

e The Library feature, which I expect to 
simplify the storage of all the common 
graphics and pictures that we use 

e Some of the CorelDRAW! vector and 
bitmap editing tools 

e Web publishing, although I wonder 
how large its files will be. If they are 
satisfactory, it may mean that PC 
Update Online, looks much more like 
PC Update on paper. 


Conclusion 


I guess the old adage “You don’t get some- 
thing for nothing” is still true. To gain 
the benefits, I will endure the pain of 
conversion. I’d be much happier starting 
from scratch—CvVv7 looks to be a worthy 


competitor to other major DTP offerings. O 
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Of toads and old computers 


hen I bought my first 
computer in 1984 it came 
with a massive 128 KB of 
memory and a floppy drive. 
No hard drive, no disk cache. 
But it had sound and a built-in menu. Ct 
also had a piece of fruit on all its plastic 
bits but I'll keep quiet about that.) 


Newer isn’t neccessarily better... 


My first PC arrived five years later when 
I started doing the bookwork for our 
family business. The PC looked much 
more impressive than my Apple IIc. Until 
I turned it on. A cursor blinked at me. 
Apt name that. Where was the menu? I 
tried the old familiar commands. Nothing. 
I turned to the manual and looked up log- 
ical words like “load” and “run”. Nothing. 
Chapter One had nothing to do with 
getting me started. Apparently I now had 
to know how the insides worked before 
I was could do anything else. 

The impulse to hurl something at this 
frustrating piece of circuitry was strong. I 
resisted. Charles Wright in the Green 
Guide saved my sanity. I bought some 
books on his recommendation and lusted 
after InfoSelect. And I enrolled my 
husband in this group. 

In one of Charles’s columns he said he 
felt like Toad of Toad Hall, always wanting 
computer equipment that was better, 
faster, more up-to-date. I can still identify 
with that except for one thing: I miss my 
old Apple’s games. 

That’s why my old IIc is still in constant 
use. It’s not that I don’t love my PC. 
Whenever I go on holiday my PC goes 
too. I can’t bear to be parted from it. But 
the children’s games on the PC aren't a 
patch on the old ones. 

My two-year-old has just learnt to 
recognise all the numbers between one 
and 36. How? By playing a game on the 
old computer called Piccadilly Pair. The 
game runs off one floppy disk. When 
you load it a couple of ostriches appear 
and dance the sailors’ horn-pipe as the 
credits begin to roll. To music, of course. 
The players then fill in their names. That’s 
right, names. The old computer is very 
polite. It always refers to each player by 
name. That ends any fights about whose 
turn it is. It's the answer to any parent’s 
dream. 
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The game consists of 36 doors. Behind 
each door is a crazy critter. Open the 
door and the critter dances to a snatch 
of tinny music from some catchy tune: a 
skeleton dances to Dem bones, dem 
bones, dem dry bones; a buzzing bee 
accompanies The flight of the bumblebee. 
It’s a simple memory game but I’ve seen 
a dozen kids of assorted ages grouped 
on the floor around the tiny screen 
singing along as each door is opened. 

Where do you see games like that for 
PCs? Don’t laugh. Young kids don’t need 
super-dooper graphics and three million 
colours. They like action and sound. The 
old IIc only has one colour and the sound’s 
pretty basic. But the kids love it more 
than the PC. Why? Because of the games. 

The old games encourage cooperation. 
Lots of kids can play at the same time, 
taking turns. Watching is almost as much 
fun as having a turn. 

The games have variety. In Chivalry 
the kids become knights on a quest. They 
shoot arrows at targets, find their way 
through a maze, catch bags of flour thrown 
out of the miller’s window. All of these 
things can be done with a joystick or 
from the keyboard. The keyboard seems 
to be easier for little hands to manage. 

None of these games needs to be run 
from a hard drive, which means they are 
only loaded when they are needed and 
can be put away until they seem fresh 
again. In other words the kids use them 
the way they do good books. 


Disaster strikes 


Last week the old computer started 
making rude noises and refused to load 
anything. 

“It needs a ‘puter doctor,” my two- 
year-old said. 

It’s too old for a doctor. It’s never 
needed one before despite living on the 
lounge room floor at the mercy of the 
kids for 13 years. So I cleaned the 
floppy drive and hoped for the best. 

Out came a couple of bits of gunk. We 
tried loading a disk. One of the game 
disks half-loaded before it froze. We 
tried again. The drive made a few more 
rude noises but suddenly the screen came 
to life and the two ostriches started 
strutting their stuff once more. 


We all cheered. But it was a bit like 
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watching a favourite relative who has 
had a heart attack: we were glad to have 
it with us again but a bit unsure how 
long it would survive. 

What will we do when the old 
computer really dies? Life without it won't 
be the same. Doesn’t someone out there 
want to make simple games for PCs? 
Games that can run off a floppy. Kid- 
friendly games that don’t involve killing. 

I can’t even buy games any more. The 
dealers nearby only stock games on CD. 
It’s enough to make this “Toad” reform. 0 
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Sunday 4th May 


Choice of two Swap Meets 


MALVERN TOWN HALL 


cnr High St & Glenferrie Rd 


ROYAL MELB. SHOWGROUNDS 
Epsom Rd, Ascot Vale 


Sunday 11th May 


Choice of two Swap Meets 


COLLINGWOOD TOWN HALL 
140 Hoddle St Collingwood 


BOX HILL TOWN HALL 
1022 Whitehorse Rd, Box Hill 


Sunday 18th May 
CAMBERWELL CIVIC CENTRE 
340 Camberwell Rd, Camberwell 
Sunday 25th May 


SPRINGVALE CITY HALL 
397 Springvale Rd, Springvale 


Everyone welcome to Buy — Sell — Exchange 
9am to 5pm, Entry $2.50, stands from $6.00. 
For details phone (03) 9886 1466 
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Shareware/Freeware 





Melb 0000 
Melb PC Shareware Catalog v3.90 
and New Members Disk 


This disk contains the details of all of the disks in 
the Shareware Library of the Melbourne PC User 
Group. Each disk is described in the same format 
that you see here. This format enables us to provide 
more details of each disks contents than a single 
line entry. It also enables you to use a program 
such as LIST (provided on this disk) to search for a 
disk or a program, by name, by number, by cate- 
gory, or by content. A new catalog disk will be 
released quarterly in the months of February, May, 
August, and November. The new catalog will con- 
tain details of all current disks up to the issue of PC 
Update for those months. This disk has been amal- 
gamated with the New Members Disk which con- 
tains details of the Melbourne PC User Group, its 
constitution, finances, special interest groups, mem- 
ber services, history, library, magazine, and other 
features of the group. A number of useful utilities 
have been included with the disk. All information is 
accessed by menu. The Catalog and New Members 
Disk is supplied free to new members. 


Melb 1490 _ LIST v9.2A // LHA v2.13 


List is a general purpose file browsing/viewing utility 
with many features, including a file selection/utility 
menu, selective printing, a telephone dialer, scrol- 
lable Windows, and the ability to view files within 
archives. It is supplied in three versions (Small, 
Regular and Plus). Documentation on the disk de- 
scribes the differences between the three versions. 
This version includes long file name support for 
Win95. Lust is a “must have” utility. This disk also 
contains LHA, which is an archiver/unarchiver for 
.LZH compressed files. Version 2.13 fixes several 
bugs which crept into the previous version. The 
source code has been revised and now includes a 
good deal of optimised assembler so that execution 
speed is increased and the executable file is re- 
duced in size. Regn US$37 for List PLUS and US$99 
for LIST ENHANCED. LHA is freeware. 


Melb 2437 Meal Master v8.05 


Meal Master is a sophisticated, easy to use recipe 
manager. It is ideal tor people who want to keep a 
computerised version of their favourite recipes, or 
save bench storage space. It has excellent search- 
ing, indexing and printing features and it can pro- 
duce a shopping list of ingredients for the recipes 
you wish to use. Recipes can be adapted to suit 
smaller or larger numbers of people. Meal Master 
supports English and Metric measures, including 
automatic conversion, and decimal or common 
fractions. It has an export/import option, including 
conversion for other popular recipe formats. A sam- 


ple database has been provided for you to try. Sup- 


42 





library update 


port is provided for sight-impaired users with 
speech-synthesis equipment. This DOS program runs 
well in a Window under Windows 3.x/95/NT, or 
DesqView. Requires 512 KB of RAM. Regn US$35. 


Melb 2591 Dunce v2.52 


Dunce is the Dial-Up Networking Connection En- 
hancement utility. It provides much easier dial-up 
networking than Win95 currently provides. The pro- 
gram will automatically press “connect” for you on 
the “Connect To” dialog box, redial your Internet 
Service Provider indefinitely (even from within an- 
other application), and auto-reconnect if you get 
unexpectedly dropped. It can optionally run appli- 
cations when you are connected and force connec- 
tions at a given time. Dunce supports MSN and 
international versions of Windows. It can type in 
your password in the Connect To Dialog. Dunce 
does not replace the dialer, it merely interfaces with 
it. This version fixes some minor bugs. It requires an 
80386 or faster processor, Windows 95 or later, 
136 KB of RAM and 224 KB of hard disk space. You 
also need Dial-Up Networking and/or the Microsoft 
Network installed on your system. Dunce may be 
used freely for noncommercial purposes, otherwise 
registration is US$20. 


Melb 8001 FRACTINT v19.3 


FRACTINT plots and manipulates images of “objects” 
—actually, sets of mathematical points —that have 
fractal dimension. These sets of points are gener- 
ated by relatively simple calculations repeated over 
and over, they are infinitely complex, and they can 
be astonishingly beautiful. The demonstration file 
included with the disk will show some of the fea- 
tures of FRACTINT. FRACTINT works with many adapters 
and graphics modes from CGA to the 1024 x 768, 
256-colour XGA mode. Even “larger” images, up to 
2048 x 2048 x 256, can be plotted to expanded 
memory, extended memory or disk. This bypasses 
the screen and enables you to create images with 
a higher resolution than your current display can 
handle. You can also run in the “background” un- 
der multitasking control programs such as DESQview 
and Windows 3. Some of the changes in this ver- 
sion of FRACTINT include major bug fixes and a large 
increase in the maximum size of an individual for- 
mula. 


Melb 8074 
WineBase for Windows v3.4 


WineBase is a Windows-based Wine Cellar Data- 
Base. It is intended as a tool for managing home 
wine cellars. It stores information on up to 1200 
different wines (per file) and provides a graphical 
display on wine aging, cellar value and total stock. 
It is easy to add wines or edit existing stock. This 
version includes some bug fixes and adds the Shop- 
ping List flag as a database field. It also adds the 
ability to export listings in either a text file or a 


HTML file, adds a transaction button to show how 
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much has been purchased and consumed for each 
wine, and adds some better known but previously 
missing French winery details in the winery data- 
base. WineBase does not alter your WIN.INI file. It 
requires an 80386SX or later processor, Windows 
3.x, 4 MB of free memory and 8 MB of hard disk 
space. VGA graphics (640x480) or better is re- 
quired. Regn A$40. 


Melb 8092 Family Scrapbook v3.0 


Family Scrapbook is a genealogical database sys- 
tem with many features to help you to keep track of 
your data as you trace your family tree. You can 
have multiple databases of up to 999,999 persons 
each with any number of events and sources per 
person. The program has context sensitive help, 
easy data entry, data modification, and record navi- 
gation. You can link Pcx graphic files to your data- 
base, import/export data in GEDCOM format or use 
the advanced Tiny Tafel editor/matcher. There are 
many other features such as the built-in backup/re- 
store and numerous charts and reports. This version 
corrects a number of minor bugs and provides extra 
features, such as easy record navigation and narra- 
tive reporting. FSB requires 384 KB of Base RAM, at 
least 3 MB of hard disk space, a colour monitor, 
DOS 3.3 or higher (or Windows 95), and an IBM, 
Epson, or HP compatible printer. Regn US$50. 


Melb 8150 Easy Word v10.3 


Easy Word is an easy-to-use word processor which 
includes line drawing, a spelling checker, a table 
entry mode, macros, and an inbuilt backup system. 
It will batch print odd and even pages separately for 
double-sided printing. Easy Word has a secure 
erase facility for classified documents. This update 
corrects some minor bugs in the program. Easy 
Word requires a 16 MHz 80286 or faster proces- 
sor, DOS 3.3 or later, 640 KB of RAM and 2 MB of 
hard disk space. Regn US$40. 


Melb 8179 KWIKSTAT v4.14 


KWIKSTAT is a graphics oriented program for per- 
forming statistical data analysis on scientific and 
business data. It is recognised as one of the best, 
most protessional and complete data analysis pack- 
ages. It uses dBASE Ill and IV files, can import ASCII, 
comma delimited and 1-2-3 files and it has a Win- 
dows-like menu interface. KWIKSTAT contains data 
analysis procedures including descriptive statistics, 
t-tests, chi-square, analysis of variance with multiple 
comparisons, simple and multiple regression, 
graphs, spin plot, cross-tabulations, nonparametric 
procedures, survival analysis, life tables and more. 
It uses a “Windows-like” interface with mouse sup- 
port and it can run in a DOS window using Windows 
3.1. This version updates some of the functions and 
corrects some minor bugs. It requires 512 KB of 
RAM and about 1.2 MB of hard disk space. An EGA, 
VGA or higher resolution display is required. Regn is 
US$99. This program is available on a single disk. 


Accordingly, disk Melb 8180 has been deleted. 
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Melb 8181-8182 
Ralf Brown’s Interrupt List 
Rel 53 (2-disk set) 


An interrupt is a hardware signal that tells the CPU 
to temporarily stop what it is doing and do some- 
thing else. This is a comprehensive listing of over 
8300 functions available through interrupt calls on 
IBM PCs and compatibles. It includes both docu- 
mented and undocumented functions as well as 
lists of /O port, CMOS and memory locations, and 
far-call entry points. The disks include a number of 
conversion programs which can be used to create 
hypertext databases for a number of popular hy- 
pertext help systems such as Windows. This version 
provides additional help file converters and infor- 
mation on the Universal Serial Bus OpenHcl, PC! 
Power Management, FAT32 and the ATAP| Removable 
Media Device BIOS Specification. There is much in- 
formation on DOS7/Win95 (including various VxD 
APis) and the updated OPCODES.LST list now includes 
MMX instructions. Freeware. 


Melb 8246 SmartDraw v3.03 
Melb 8458 SmartDraw 95 v3.03 


SmartDraw is an easy-to-use Windows program 
that enables anyone to draw great looking dia- 
grams, flowcharts, flyers, posters, maps, invitations 
and other business graphics. SmartDraw provides 
drag and drop drawing, lines that automatically 
stay connected to shapes when they change size or 
position, text editing that automatically places text 
above, below or inside shapes, and shapes that 
grow to fit the text. A built-in library of professional- 
looking design styles and a large collection of 
built-in shape libraries and clip art are provided 
also. SmartDraw works with Microsoft Office, Lotus 
SmartSuite, WordPerfect and other programs that 
support OLE, so you can insert SmartDraw draw- 
ings directly into your documents without leaving 
your word processor or spreadsheet. Although 
SmartDraw is aimed at NON-graphics profession- 
als, technical professionals will find it very usetul for 
flowcharting and diagrams. Some of the many new 
features in this version include: print preview, one- 
step creation of common diagrams, new symbols 
and templates, new curved lines, user-detined 
zoom level and much faster library drawing. The 
16- and 32-bit versions of SmartDraw share com- 
mon file formats so libraries and drawings can be 
exchanged across both versions of the program. 
Both programs require an 80386 or better proces- 
sor, VGA graphics and 1.5 MB of hard disk space. 
SmartDraw requires Windows 3.x or later and a 
minimum of 4 MB of free memory under Windows, 
while SmartDraw 95 requires Windows 95/NT and 
a minimum of 2 MB of free memory (under Win- 
dows 95). Regn US$49 and provides 1500+ ad- 
ditional images and templates, more capacity, 
more features, a printed 120 page manual and 
technical support. 


Melb 8287 
Five Hundred v6.2 (for DOS) 
and v2.3 (for Windows) 


500 is a popular card game for four players, with 
a myriad of local house rules, some of which are 
accommodated via the setup menu. Players 1, 2 
and 3 are played by the computer—you can 
choose their speed and style of play. The object of 
the game is to collect 500 points and avoid col- 
lecting -500 points. Bidding rules and strategy can 
be set from the rules setup menu. Previous bids 
made, and the cards played, can be reviewed for 
study during a game. The voice synthesiser, which 
uses the standard PC speaker or a sound card (if 


detected), has been included for sight- or voice-af- 
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flicted players. 500 will use a mouse (if detected) 
and supports EGA/VGA displays. It can be run from 
a floppy disk or a hard disk. The Windows version 
is compatible with Windows 3.0 to Windows 95. It 
is similar to the DOS version but it has the benefits 
of playing through Windows. It supports different 
screen resolutions (speed and colours can be cus- 
tomised as never before) and all sound cards. Both 
versions play Closed and Open MISERE (or NULLO). 
and they can also accommodate different interna- 
tional bidding rules for wider appeal. Both versions 
require an 80286 or faster processor with EGA or 
VGA graphics. Regn A$31 (DOS) and A$33 (Win- 
dows). 


Melb 8429 Drag And File 


for Windows 95/NT v3.51 


Drag And File is a very powertul file manager for 
Windows 95 and NT 3.51. Besides the standard 
copy, move and delete functions, Drag And File 
enables you to perform these operations on multi- 
ple Drag And File windows in one operation. You 
can select directories in up to 12 Drag And File 
windows and just list the files in the selected direc- 
tories. You can also list the files for an entire drive 
or combination of drives. From these listings you 
can also perform all standard file operations, as 
well as toggle on/off the display of duplicate files 
only. You can associate data files with more than 
one application. Drag And File also includes net- 
work support, a completely configurable toolbar, 
disk formatting and copying, file icons, tile descrip- 
tions and a built-in DOS command line. In Windows 
95, Drag And File has full access to the Win 95 
shell. You can bring up context menus and drag 
and drop with the right mouse button and create 
shortcuts. This version has been rewritten to opti- 
mise speed and compatibility with Windows 95 and 
Windows NT 4.0. It no longer supports Windows 
NT 3.51. Requires an 80386 or better processor 
and Windows 95/NT (4.0). Regn US$35. 


Melb 8433 _—s Integrity Master v3.11C 


Integrity Master is a high performance (100% as- 
sembler) program offering virus scanning, data in- 
tegrity, security, CMOS protection, and change 
management all in one easy to use package. It 
protects against much more than just viruses. 
Hardware glitches, software bugs, CMOS changes, 
even deliberate sabotage are detected. If a virus 
strikes, Integrity Master identifies it by name and 
(unlike other programs) also identifies any damage 
caused by the virus. Although it scans for known 
viruses, it will reliably detect new, unknown viruses 
so that you don’t need to constantly upgrade. In- 
tegrity Master provides both a command line inter- 
face as well as easy-to-use menus with extensive 
online help. It provides a complete change history 
to aid problem resolution on all protected PCs. 
This is very valuable in a network environment 
since many problems can be solved by consulting 
the change log for the affected workstation. Integ- 
rity Master is the only antivirus product that will 
detect all files, sectors, or CMOS damaged but not 
infected by a virus. It works smoothly under IBM 
OS/2, Windows 3.1, Windows 95 and Windows NT. 
Some of the changes in this version include the 
ability to scan any size directory and support for the 
new FAT32 volumes available in Windows 95 OEM 
Service Release 2. Minimum requirements are DOS 
v2 or later and 256 KB of RAM. Regn is US$50 and 
provides antivirus support for three years from the 


date you register your copy of Integrity Master. 


Melb 8444 Sea Graphics Viewer v1.2C 


The Sea Graphics Viewer is a VESA-compatible 
mouse controlled viewer, which enables you to view 
PNG, JPEG, TARGA, BMP & RLE, TIFF, PCX, GIF, PNM (PPM, 
PGM, PBM), LBM (IFF), WPG and Dp2e-LBM, BBM & 
PCC pictures. It is also possible to play FLI and FLC 
animations in full screen and in a thumbnail as 
well. Thumbnails are displayed as you select files, 
and these are shown in 256-colour or hi-colour 
mode. Many other features enable user-definable 
JPEG quality, slideshow, cataloging of images, auto- 
scale, auto resolution, the ability to set the video 
mode without quitting and then reloading the the 
program, and the ability to convert between all of 
the supported file formats. This update fixes a bug 
in the resolution detection routine and adds sup- 
port for Ico files. It requires an 80386SX or faster 
processor, 2 MB of free RAM and a VESA compatible 
video card with 512 KB of RAM. An 80486-33 or 
faster processor with 4 MB of RAM, a mouse and a 
VESA compatible video card (with 1 MB of RAM) is 
recommended. Regn US$24. 


Melb 8534 
Paradise Solitaire for Windows v1.13 


Paradise Solitaire is a Windows-based solitaire 
card game containing thirty excellent solitaire 
games for Windows 3.1. It contains multiple decks, 
two card sizes, six backgrounds and sound card 
support. Other features include saved games, 
undo, and auto-play. The shareware games in- 
cluded are: Beleaguered Castle, Canfield, Clock, 
Dutchess, Four Seasons, Golf, Klondike, Montana, 
Pyramid and Spiderette. The remaining twenty 
games are provided upon registration. This version 
has corrections for some minor bugs. The disk con- 
tains two versions of Paradise Solitaire; one for 
Windows 3.X and one for Windows 95. Both ver- 
sions require an 80386 (or better) processor, a 
colour VGA display, 8 MB of RAM and 2 MB of hard 
disk space. Regn US$19 for each version. 


Melb 8566 Snagit Twin Pack 
Windows Screen Capture Utility v3.2 


Snaglt Twin Pack is an easy-to-use Windows Screen 
Capture utility for Windows 3.X, Windows 95 and 
Windows NT. It captures your screen, window, 
scrolling window or region, to the printer, clip- 
board, or a variety of file formats, including PCX, 
JPG, TIF, GIF and Bmp. It fully supports Dynamic Data 
Exchange (DDE) and MaépPi for easy integration into 
your applications. It also supports all Windows 
video modes and rastering printers. This version 
includes a preview window to enable captures to 
be viewed before sending the image to the output, 
a print preview feature and other changes. It re- 
quires Windows 3.1 or later, 640 KB of RAM, 500 
KB of hard disk space and a mouse. Regn US$40. 


Melb 8636 
Coeli Electric Planisphere v3.80 


Coeli combines a practical ephemeris and plane- 
tarium with a realtime star chart. You can use it to 
view the heavens from any place or time with an 
advanced star and constellation search inside a 
point and click interface. Readouts include rise, set, 
transit times, apparent and absolute magnitudes, 
astronomical twilight, distance, coordinates, phase, 
and much more. COELI utilises Super VGA graphics 
via the VESA standard interface to generate highly 
realistic views of the heavens anywhere in the 
world. This version includes iconised images of 
most planets and DSOs as well as a Hale-Bopp 
tracker. A new zero dollar registration option (with 
nag screen removal and support) is available but 


your copy of Coeli will exclude most of the features 
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which distinguish the full registered package from 
the evaluation version. Coeli requires an 80386 or 
better processor with DOs 5, 640 KB of ram, 1300 
KB of hard disk space and a VESA-compatible SVGA 
graphics card with 512 KB of vRAM (1 MB is rec- 
ommended). You will also require a separate VESA 
driver preinstalled (UniVBE v5+ recommended— 
available separately on Melb 8138). Regn US$34 
or 20.00 (GB pounds sterling) 


Melb 8640 Financial Freedom 


Billing Manager v3.4C 


Financial Freedom Billing Manager is a Windows 
billing program that supports multiple companies, 
three different invoice formats, unlimited customers 
and over 10 customisable reports. Financial Free- 
dom has been designed for any type of business. 
This version provides the ability to use different 
fonts on your invoices and corrects some minor 
bugs. It requires an 80386 or later processor, Win- 
dows 3.1 or later, 2 MB of RAM, 1 MB of hard disk 
space, a mouse and a printer. Regn US$50. 


Melb 8652 Vistacalc for Windows v2.5 


Vistacalc is a fast and powertul Excel-compatible 
spreadsheet program. Its user-friendly interface and 
ease-of-use make it equally suitable for the home 
and office. You can create a wide range of docu- 
ments — everything from personalised budget plans 
to financial and accounting presentations. It is a 
tull spreadsheet program with many features that 
are usually found only in major spreadsheet pro- 
grams. Some of these features include the ability to 
handle multiple documents, in-cell editing, spell 
checking, charting, drag-and-drop, and a broad 
range of functions. This version provides charting, 
an autosum feature and the ability to reference 
other spreadsheets. Vistacalc requires Windows 3.1 
or later and a mouse. Regn US$20. 


Melb 8676 
Guitar Teacher for Windows 95 v3.20 


Guitar Teacher for Windows 95 is a 32-bit appli- 
cation for studying, saving and printing guitar- 
chord diagrams. Each chord can be quickly 
selected and instantly displayed. The program sup- 
ports Sound Blaster and other MiDI-compatible 
audio cards, with seven chord formulas (major, 
major 7, minor, minor 7, 7, 7 suspended 4 and 
suspended 4), six alternatives for each chord, 504 
chord diagrams in total, formula and voicing dis- 
played, and right- or left-handed fingering. It in- 
cludes a guitar tuner and has instructions on tuning 
and chord structure. This version corrects some mi- 
nor bugs. It requires Windows 95 or later, a VGA or 
better video card and monitor, 2.5 MB of hard disk 
space and a mouse. A MIDI-compatible sound card 
is recommended but not required. Regn US$25. 


Melb 8680 Event Manager v1.5 


Event Manager is a Windows 3.X, Windows 95 and 
Windows NT task scheduler. Its purpose is to en- 
able your computer to perform tasks such as down- 
loading tiles, or performing backups, while you're 
away or busy. You can schedule an unlimited 
number of events to be run on any day or date. 
Each event can have a command line parameter 
to specity options or to load a file. You can also 
have Event Manager send keystrokes to your pro- 
grams to make them do anything you could do 
while sitting in front of them. Event manager is easy 
to use and it an “instant” help bar to explain all of 
the controls. This version provides event logging 
and new menu options. Event Manager requires an 
80386 or faster processor, 4 MB of RAM, Windows 


3.1 or later and a mouse. Regn US$15. 
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Melb 8759 CD/Spectrum Pro v3.0 


CD/Spectrum Pro is a 32-bit shareware CD-Audio 
Player with a Graphical Spectrum Analyzer for Win- 
dows 95 and NT 4.0. CD/Spectrum Pro has two 
independent parts: The CD-audio player and the 
spectrum analyzer. The CD-audio player has al- 
most every feature you can find on any software 
CD player—programmed mode, intro mode, op- 
tional taskbar icon operation, auto-play, auto-exit, 
auto-eject, artist/track/title database, etc. It also 
recognises CDP files which can save you from typ- 
ing in all of the track and title information for your 
CDs. The spectrum analyzer graphically depicts the 
frequency spectra of the CD music in real time. You 
may use either or both of the components without 
effect on the other. In other words, if you don’t like 
the CD player, you can close it and use only the 
spectrum analyzer, or the other way around. This 
version of CD/Spectrum Pro was written to work in 
conjunction with The Psychedelic Screen Saver 
(from the same authors) to provide stunning visuals 
that “dance to the beat” of the music you play on 
the CD. CD/Spectrum Pro requires an 80486 or 
faster processor, Windows 95/NT 4.0 and a prop- 
erly configured CD player and Sound Card. For 
exact real time graphics in the spectrum analyser, 
a Pentium processor is recommended. Regn 


US$20. 
Melb 8762 PC-Timeclock v1.3 


PC-Timeclock is designed to track and report your 
computer usage by project and/or category. It can 
help you with client billing, and it can also save you 
money at tax time by reporting how much of your 
computer use was for business purposes. It is easy 
to use, and provides the information you need to 
document your business deduction for depreciation 
of your computer. This version includes a number 
of new features. PC-Timeclock requires an 80386 
or faster processor, Windows 3.X/95/NT, 1 MB of 
RAM and 650 KB of hard disk space. Regn US$18. 


New disks 


Melb 2599 Dazzle EGA/VGA Super- 
Kaleidoscope Image Generator v5.2 


Dazzle produces superb kaleidoscopic images in 
both DOS and Windows! It is the 2D image engine 
subset trom the full retail Razzle Dazzle ultimate 
DOS and Windows multimedia screen saver. This 
non-Tsk program has many of the same images 
and menus as, but not the self-starting drivers of, 
the retail version (which is supplied when you reg- 
ister). Even though you can not use it as a screen 
saver there is much that you can do with it. It is rich 
in features and options. When you first run Dazzle 
let your mind relax and spend some time with it. 
What you are watching is unique. What you see on 
the screen will not be repeated exactly for many 
days of use. An on-disk user manual provides ad- 
ditional information about the program. Dazzle re- 
quires an 8086 processor, DOS 3.1, 250 KB of RAM, 
190 KB of hard disk space and an EGAWVGA colour 
monitor. Regn US$15. 


Melb 2600 —_BusinessCards/32 v4.10 
(for Win 95/NT) 


BusinessCards/32 is a 32-bit universal free form 
database/organiser that is very intuitive and easy to 
use. You can use it to keep track of any type of 
textual information such as addresses, references, 
Internet sites, video or CD titles, short articles, de- 
scriptions of collection items, etc. It is the ultimate 
Windows Cardfile replacement. It has a friendly 
and convenient folio-like user interface with alpha- 


betic tabs and flipping pages. BusinessCards/32 is 





compact. Busy business travelers can keep both the 
program and data files on diskette and use them 
at a client’s site. Since it directly reads and writes 
Windows Cardfile files, there should be few prob- 
lems in converting an existing price or address da- 
tabase. The package contains BusinessDialer/32, 
which enables you to use your modem and dial 
phone numbers from inside BusinessCards/32. Re- 
quires an 80386 processor, Windows 95/NT, VGA 
graphics and 700 KB of hard disk space. Regn 
US$30. 


Melb 2601 


HyperCam captures the action from your Windows 
95 or NT screen and saves it to an Avi (Audio- 
Video Interleaved) movie file. Sound from your sys- 
tem microphone is also recorded. HyperCam can 
capture upto 10 frames per second of 640 x 480 
pictures, in 8-bit colour mode (256 colours) on a 
Pentium 133. You may capture more if your cap- 
ture area is smaller, or you have a faster machine. 
In 16-bit colour mode you can capture about 5 fps 
of 320 x 240 frames on the same machine. For 
4-bit graphics Video does not provide a suitable 
compressor, so the frames are written uncom- 
pressed. This is also slow and produces large Av! 
files. HyperCam is perfect for demonstrations, pres- 
entations and tutorials. Regn US$30. 


HyperCam v1.12 


Melb 8767 
Easy Base Relational Database v11.1 


Easy Base is a fully programmable relational data- 
base (RDBMS) that can be used to write almost any 
business application. It is also a complete rapid 
programming system for data management. In 
Easy Base you create the forms in which to store 
data in a simple screen painting environment. This 
not only designs the data file but provides a default 
entry screen for your data at the same time. As you 
place the “fields” in which data is to be stored, you 
can use relational links to import data from other 
forms. Each field you create for data storage is 
also treated as a derivable “cell” similar to a 
spread sheet. You can make almost any calculation 
within tields. Apart from all the arithmetic and re- 
lational operators there are over fifty logic func- 
tions. Fields to be filled can be free, mandatory or 
conditionally mandatory. You can provide your own 
custom error messages when out of range data is 
entered. Field types include Text, Formatted Text, 
Text Blocks (providing word wrap and spell check- 
ing), Integer, Fixed and Floating Point Numbers, 
Date, Time and Fixed Choice. Your data can be 
sequenced, grouped and listed in many different 
ways. Programs can be distributed on runtime 
modules. A developer version contains everything 
for PC and Network (LAN) DBMS development. Easy 
Base requires an 80286 (16 MHz) or faster proc- 
essor, DOS 3.3, 640 KB of RAM and 3 MB of hard 
disk space. Regn from US$59 to US$299. 


Financial Freedom 
Billing Manager Pro v1.20 


Melb 8768 


Financial Freedom Billing Manager Pro is a 32-bit 
Accounts Receivable and Billing application. It is 
easy to use and is very suitable for small and large 
businesses alike. It features unlimited invoices, cus- 
tomers and products. It supports deposits, partial 
payments, custom invoices, interest charges, batch 
printing, deposits on account and much more. A 
form letter wizard assists you in the preparation of 
various form letters. It requires an 80486 proces- 
sor, Windows 95/NT, 8 MB of RAM and 1.5 MB of 











Melb 8769 
Universal Mortgage and Loans v1.49 


This is a Windows-based, comprehensive personal 
mortgage program that provides calculations, pro- 
iections and graphs for mortgages of every type 
and frequency of payment: weekly, weekly acceler- 
ated, biweekly, biweekly accelerated, monthly, 
semimonthly and additional payments, for car 
loans, personal loans and consumer loans. You 
can compare up to 12 different payments sched- 
ules at once to determine which is best for your 
needs and perhaps save you tens of thousands of 
dollars in interest payment over the lite of your 
mortgage. The interest rate can be input to 3 deci- 
mal places. The program has excellent online help 
and it is both easy to use and easy to understand. 
It requires Windows 3.1 or later. Regn US$15. 


Melb 8770 GeoBoy v1.2 


GeoBoy is a Microsoft Windows 95/NT_ utility 
which traces an Internet route, generating host lo- 
cations, and then plots these locations onto a map 
of the Earth (Mercator projection). You can ma- 
nipulate the map by zooming and/or rotating it. 
Traces may be loaded or saved. It is useful for 
finding out all of the servers that you go through to 
get to a particular site. GeoBoy requires an 80386 
or faster processor, Windows 95 or Windows NT 
4.0, 4 MB of RAM and a connection to the Internet 
(via a modem or ISDN line). 


Melb 8771 CurveExpert v1.33 


CurveExpert is a comprehensive curve fitting system 
for Windows. XY data can be modeled using a 
toolbox of linear regression models, nonlinear re- 
gression models, interpolation, or splines. Over 30 
models are built-in, but custom regression models 
may also be defined by the user. The fully featured 
graphing capability allows thorough examination 
of the curve fit. The process of finding the best fit 
can be automated by letting CurveExpert compare 
your data to each model to choose the best curve. 
This program was designed to be simple but pow- 
erful, so that all users can obtain a model for their 
data quickly and easily. Documentation is provided 
in the form of a Windows help file. This 16-bit 
version of CurveExpert is Windows 95 compatible. 
It will run on any computer supporting Windows, 
although a fast 486 or Pentium-based computer is 
strongly recommended. Plots can be printed on 
any printer supported by Windows. Regn US$35. 


Melb 8772 
Space Puzzles (NASA Images) v1.3 


This is an out-of-this-world Windows puzzle game. 
It uses stunning images from NASA, literally from 
around the world! It is extremely flexible. You can 
choose any number of pieces from 4 to 2000. 
There is a Hall of fame for your best scores and 
you can save puzzles before completion. Other 
features of Space Puzzles include solution hints, 
music, sound effects and a simple mouse intertace. 
It supports any Windows graphics mode, adapting 
as you switch displays. It requires an 80386 proc- 
essor, Windows 3.1 or later, 500 KB of RAM and 
500 KB of hard disk space. Regn US$20. 


Melb 8773 Household Contents v2.1 


Household Contents is a home inventory database 
that keeps track of your personal possessions, and 
maintains up-to-date information about what they 
are worth, for insurance purposes. However it can 
also be used to catalog anything that you value — 
collectables of any kind. The estimated values of 
individual items, and the costs of replacing them, 
are automatically updated to take into account the 





effects of depreciation and inflation. These are cal- 
culated using your own assumptions for the annual 
percentage rates of change in value and replace- 
ment cost for each item. You can choose any 
number of categories for classifying your posses- 
sions, and any number of locations where they are 
to be found. Records can be sorted and filtered in 
a number of ways for screen display or for printing. 
A sample database has been provided to show the 
features of the program. Household Contents re- 
quires Windows 3.1x (or later), a VGA monitor and 
a printer that can print graphics under Windows. A 
laser, inkjet or bubblejet printer is preferred. Regn 


A$30. 


Melb 8774-8775 
MagTrack v1.1 (2-disk set) 


MagTrack provides an efficient way to track intor- 
mation about your favorite magazine articles, sto- 
ries, and blurbs. Have you ever read an interesting 
article, needed it 3 months later, and discovered 
that you must sort through a stack of magazines to 
find it? With the help of MagTrack you can easily 
store key information about your favorite stories, 
articles, and periodical tidbits, categorise articles 
as you see fit, and use the search facility to quickly 
find those articles when you need them most. You 
can search by magazine, category, keyword, or a 
combination of all three. You can even print a 
hardcopy listing of your articles or selected sets of 
articles. MagTrack runs on Windows 3.1 and Win- 
dows 95. It requires an 80486 processor, 8 MB of 
RAM and 900 KB of hard disk space. Regn US$25. 


Melb 8776 
WinSpeech v3.0N (for Win 95/NT) 


WinSpeech is a text-to-speech reader for use with 
Windows 95/NT. It reads text and produces speech 
to a sound card or the PC speaker. It can operate 
in several modes. The file mode reads TXT or wri 
files. Clipboard mode provides speaking whenever 
the contents change and can be used as a speech 
add-on utility for other Windows applications. A 
DDE mode makes WinSpeech into a speech engine 
for other programs to render text via DDE. There is 
a separate dictionary editor. You can load ditferent 
dictionaries and voice data sets and you can 
change the speaking speed and voice pitch. Audio 
guidance is given throughout the program. This 
program does not run on Windows 3.1x. It requires 
Windows 95 or Windows NT (3.x or 4.0), 3 MB of 
hard disk space and a mouse. A sound card is 
recommended for Windows 95 and is mandatory 
for Windows NT. 


Melb 8777 Any Speed v1.1 


Any Speed helps you to define the data transfer 
speed in a network. 


faster processor, 4 MB of RAM, 2 MB of hard disk 
space, a VGA or better video card and monitor, and 


Windows 95 or Windows NT 4.0. Regn US$9. 


Melb 8778 Financial Freedom Cards 
and Labels v2.10 


Cards and Labels is a Windows application for 
printing business cards and labels. It features a 
drag and drop interface and it can use all of your 
existing fonts and bitmap images. The program 
also includes a database engine to connect to any 
dbase-compatible file or you can create your own! 
You can place text, pictures, lines and rectangles 
anywhere on your layout and then print in colour 
or black and white. Requires an 80386 processor 
with Windows 3.1 or later, 2 MB of RAM and 900 
KB of hard disk space. Regn US$30. 


Melb 8779 Multimedia Greeting 


Card Maker v2.00 


Multimedia Greeting Card Maker enables you to 
create multimedia cards for all occasions. It comes 
with three sets of music, voice, and graphic files to 
create three different Christmas cards. The regis- 
tered version includes six more sets of, music, 
voice, and graphic files to create a total of nine 
different card designs. You can load photographs 
and voice files of yourself and your family into your 
cards and make them something worth keeping. A 
sample card has been included to show you what 
can be done with the program. Requires an 80486 
processor, Windows 3.x, VGA graphics, a sound 
card with a MIDI interface and 3 MB of hard disk 
space. Regn US$25. 


Melb 8780 Weddings, Showers 


and Invitations v1.00 


This disk contains 25 hand drawn, full colour PCx 
clip art images and two TrueType fonts for invita- 
tions. The set includes bachelor parties, baby 
showers, romance, weddings and more. Registra- 
tion provides the complete set of 10 fonts and 170 
nonwatermarked images at a higher resolution of 
about 750 x 750 (instead of 500 x 500). Requires 
an 80286 or better processor with Windows 3.x or 
later and 800 KB of hard disk space. Regn US$30. 


Melb 8781 Wizkid Painter 


WizKid Painter is an engaging art program for chil- 
dren aged from 6 years. Activities inside enable 
you to play Connect-the-Dots, make greeting 
cards. It also enables you to change paintings into 
jigsaw puzzles. The program is also a fully featured 
painting program for children. WizKid Painter re- 
quires an 80386 or faster processor, 4 MB of RAM 
and a mouse. Regn US$25. O 





With this program a 
you can measure the 
real transfer speed 
between your Internet 
provider and your 
computer and define 
the time when the In- 
ternet’s speed is high- 
est. Any Speed can 
also measure the 
speed of a local net- 
work or a CD-ROM 
drive, and shows the 
results in a graph. 
Any Speed puts the 
results in the trend file 
and can build a trend 
chart of any day. It 
requires an 80386 or 
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Maybe a mailing list 


will be just right 


nce upon a time, publishing 
meant using lead type and a 
printing press to deposit ink on 
to paper. Full stop. 

Today publishing encompass 
all that old fashioned paper stuff and the 
entire subdiscipline lumped together 
under the umbrella term of “electronic 
publishing.” We all know about disk and 





List lingo 


e List owner (sometimes called the 
list maintainer) —The person who 
manages the list. Often, but not 
always the list’s founder. Lists can 
outlast the founder’s interest. 

e List administrative address 
(sometimes called list subscribe 
address)—The address to which 
you send subscribe/unsubscribe 
information. This is usually different 
from the address to which you send 
messages. 

e List address (sometimes called list 
message address)—The address to 
Which you send messages. If you 
send a subscribe or unsubscribe 
message to this list, it is sent to each 
member of the list or rejected if 
it's an announce list (see below) 
but it will rarely result in you being 


subscribed or unsubscribed to the list. 


There are exceptions, such as mailing 
lists run using e-mail software, such 
as Pegasus. 

Subscribers—The people who 
receive messages from a list 


Automated list servers— Programs 

that manage routine list housekeeping 
tasks, such as subscribing and unsub- 
scribing, distribution of list messages, 
etc. This is the generic term for such 


programs, while “listserv” is a specific, 


proprietary program for managing 
mailing lists. These terms are not 
interchangeable. 

List server manager— The person 
(usually employed by, or associated 
with, the isp) who works with list 
owners to ensure the smooth 
operation of the list. 
Subscribing/unsubscribing — 
Getting your e-mail address on to/off 


CD-ROM publishing, Unless you’ve been in 
a cave for the past year or so, you’ve 
also heard about the World Wide Web. 
But you may not have heard about 
mailing lists. If you haven’t you should 
take a few minutes to find out about 
them, whether you’re a producer or 
consumer of electronically distributed 
information. 


a mailing list. This will usually require 
a precisely formatted message to the 
list’s administrative address. 
Frustrations with the process are often 
due to operator error (an improperly 
formatted message, a sig in the body 
of your message, sending the 
unsubscribe message from an e-mail 
address other than the one you 
subscribed from, or the classic, 
sending your message to the wrong 
address (the list address not the list’s 
administrative address). 


Welcome message— Usually 
generated by the automated list soft- 
ware, after receiving your subscription 
request. The message confirms your 
subscription. It may also contain the 
list’s charter, rules of conduct, 
instructions for getting the list’s FAQ 
and other automatic responses if 
available. Save this message until 

you have left the list. 


Digest mode—In digest mode, the 
automated list server doesn’t send 
messages as they are received, but 
holds them until a certain number or 
volume has accumulated. It then 
sends the messages in a single file. 
Not all automated list server programs 
accommodate digest mode. From 
those that do, you will probably have 
the option to select either Digest or 
Reflection mode (see Reflection mode 
below). Digest mode is especially 
useful for very busy lists and/or very 
busy people. 


Reflection mode— When a list 
member sends a message to the list, 

it is copied and sent to each member 
immediately. (Compare to digest 
mode, above.) O 
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What’s a mailing list? 

Mailing lists have been around for a long 
time, longer certainly than the Web. 
Informally, mailing lists probably go back 
to the early days of e-mail, when some- 
one first decided to send a regular e-mail 
message to a number of people at the 
same time. At its most simplistic, that’s 
what a mailing list is, a mechanism for 
distributing messages to a defined group 
of people. 

Don't let the history of mailing lists 
and the fact that they predate the Web, 
turn you off. Mailing lists aren’t old 
fashioned, quite the contrary. A mailing 
list is an excellent and easy-to-understand 
example of the latest Internet buzz, 
“push” technology. 


That’s one of the advantages of mailing 
lists, they come to you, just like a news- 


The natural life cycle of mailing lists — 
This was first posted on the EARLYM-L mailing 
list in December 1994, after an uproar abou 
uncouth limericks that followed a particularl 
virulent episode in The Wobble Wars (a looong 
running argument about performance practice 
in renaissance music.) Reprinted with 
permission of Kat Nagel. 

It is the best description of the social — 
development of a ans list 've read. 


Every list seems to go through the same ae 
Initial enthusiasm (people introduce 
themselves, and gush a lot about how 
wonderful it is to find kindred souls.) 
Evangelism (people moan about how 
few folks are posting to the list, and 
brainstorm recruitment strategies.) — 
Growth (more and more people j join, 
more and more lengthy threads 
develop, occasional off-topic threads — 
pop up.) 

Community (lots of threads, some 
more relevant than others; lots of 
information and advice is exchanged, 
experts help other experts as well as 
less experienced colleagues; friendships 
develop; people tease each other; 
newcomers are welcomed with 
generosity and patience; everyone— 
newbie and expert alike—feels comfor 
table asking questions, suggesting 
answers, and sharing opinions.) 
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paper or magazine does. Another 
advantage is the controlled nature of 
lists. They are rarely as chaotic as news- 
groups nor as static as most Web pages. 
That’s why a mailing list may be the “just 
right” choice in your quest for better 
information or an audience for your 
message. 


There are mailing lists that focus on 
just about any subject you can imagine, 
and probably some you can’t. ’m not 
going to cover list subjects in this article, 
there are Web sites where you can search 
for lists, catalogues, and directories of 
lists, by subject and title. 


For example 


e Liszt http://www .listz.com/ is a directory 
of e-mail discussion lists, with more 
than 70,000 entries. 

e CataList bitp://www.lsoft.com/lists/listref. 
html is a catalogue of lists using 
“listserv.” It includes about 11,000 
different mailing lists. 

e E-mail zines list hittp.//propagandist. 
com/tkemz/index.html is a collection of 
around 200 magazines distributed via 
e-mail. 


There are other spots with large 
collections (and most, including those 
listed above will include many outdated 
addresses). T'll leave it to you to find the 
ones that best suit your needs. 





. Discomfort with diversity (the number 
of messages increases dramatically; not 
every thread is fascinating to every 
reader; people start complaining about — 
the signal-to-noise ratio; person one | 

threatens to quit if other people don't 

limit discussion to person ones’s pet 
topic; person two agrees with person 
one; person three tells one 1 & two to 
lighten up; more bandwidth is wasted 
complaining about off-topic threads than 
is used for the threads themselves; 
everyone gets annoyed.) 

















Smug complacency and stagnation 
(the purists flame everyone who asks an 
“old” question or responds with humor 
to a serious post; newbies are rebuffed; 
traffic drops to a doze- -producing level 
of a few minor issues; all interesting 
discussions happen by private e-mail 
and are limited to a few participants; 
the purists spend lots of time self- 
righteously congratulating each other on 
keeping off-topic threads off the list.) 














aturity (a few people aul ina huff. the 
rest of the participants stay near stage 
four, with stage five popping up briefly 
every few weeks; many people wear 

out their second or third Delete key, but 
the list lives contentedly ever after). 
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More list basics 


There are two main types of lists, 
announce and discuss. An announce list 
is a one-way list. The owner sends 
messages to subscribers. Subscribers can 
write to the owner, but not to the list. 
Announce lists aren’t just about 
announcements, they can be newsletters 
or zines (containing the work of single 
or multiple authors.) 

A discuss list is a two way list. 
Messages sent to the list are distributed 
to every subscriber, with the expectation 


So you want to start a list 


Before you start your list, make sure it’s 
not already covered by another list. 
There’s no law that says you can’t 
duplicate someone else’s efforts, but 
why would you want to. Unless you 
provide an alternative point of view 
you are unlikely to attract subscribers. 

Next decide which combination of 
options, announce/discuss, moderated/ 
unmoderated, open/closed, etc, as 
described in the main article, best suits 
your objectives. 

Then review the capabilities of the 
major automated list server programs, 
to find the one that will serve your 
needs. Different programs support 
different options, or support them 
better than others. Things to consider 
include, availability of digest option, 
security options, ease of importing 
subscriber information from another file 
or file format, support for auto 
responder, ease of backup, and overall 
ease of operation. 

Find an Isp to host your list. Not all 
Isps host lists, for good reason. Lists can 
be difficult and troublesome to manage, 
and high volume lists can require a 
great deal of management. This 
reluctance has provided the opportunity 
for other IsPs to carve out a niche 
market, serving lists exclusively. Start 
looking at bitp:/Avww.cs.ubc.ca/spider 
/edmonds/usenel/ml-providers.txt. Search 


with your preferred list software in mind 


because Isps generally handle a single 

type of list software. Other restrictions 

the Isp may place on your list include 

e the size (number of subscribers) or 
volume (message load) 

e The level of support the Isp can 
provide (compared to your expected 
needs). 

With your list server software and Isp 

selected, it’s time to settlhe on a name 

for your list (don’t get too creative, the 


server software will restrict your choices) 


and write a charter. Your charter 
should include, at a minimum 
e The purpose or topic of the list 


e A description of the list 
(announce/discuss, open/closed, etc.) 








mailing lists focus 


on just about any 


subject imaginable 


Some rules of conduct Cif it’s a 
discussion list) 


Frequency (be flexible when you're 
first starting out) 


Requirements for participants Cif a 
closed list) 


List owner’s contact information 
Cost of subscription, if relevant. 


When you add the subscribe/ 
unsubscribe instructions, and few words 
of welcome to the list above, you have 
your welcome message and you’re 
almost ready to go. 


Once you have all those details 


ironed out and you’ve set up the list 
with a list hosting site, it’s time to start 
promoting. When you do, keep the 
general Internet and specific mail list 
etiquette in mind as you do. 


Announce your group in appropriate 


places, for starters the comp.internet. 
net-happenings newsgroup. Register 
your list with the specialist list sites, 
such as those listed in the main article. 
Add a single line with your list name 
and subscribe information to your SIG 
(avoiding any suggestion of 
commercialism if you want to avoid 
being flamed). Subscribe to 
listserv@uml.nodak.edu, a list that 
focuses on the art of promoting and 
publicising lists, and subscribe to the 
comp.mail.list-admn.policy newsgroup 
so you can follow policy developments. 


Some final flourishes 


Post the subscribe/unsubscribe 
information to your list regularly or 
include it in an automatic footer added 
to every message sent to the list. It 
won't eliminate “unsubscribe” messages 
sent to the list, but it should reduce 
them. 


As your list develops start compiling 


answers to frequently asked questions. 
It makes the process of developing a 
list FAQ much easier. When your FAQ 
has some substance to it, start posting 
that to the list too. If you can, add the 
FAQ to the welcome message or set up 
an auto responder to send the FAQ 
when requested using your special 
mailing list program commands. 
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that subscribers will “discuss” the topic within 
the list. Subscribers to a discuss list must be 
aware of the default reply setting for the list. 
It can be to the list, or to the author. 

If the default is to the list (and many are), 
the “To” field in your reply will be the list 
address. If you want to reply to the author 
only, you must edit the “To” field. If you 
don’t your reply will be sent to subscriber. 


If the default is to the author, the “To” 
field will be the author. If you want to send 


your reply to the whole list, you will have to 
edit the “To” field. 


It's up to you to ensure that the messages 
you send to the list that are useful or of 
interest to the entire (or at least the majority) 
of participants. 


Variations on a theme 


A discussion list can be moderated or 
unmoderated. The moderator is often, but 
not always, the list owner. On a moderated 
list messages are reviewed by the moderator 
before the messages are sent to subscribers. 
The moderator’s focus usually is to ensure 
that discussion is on topic and to reject spam 
before it gets to subscribers. But on some 
lists, the moderator controls the tone or scope 
of discussion, and yes, that is censorship. 
You don’t have to like it, but the list owner 
makes and enforces—or appoints someone 
to enforce—any list rules of conduct. 


Study the rules of conduct for a moderated 
list carefully. It's easy to be kicked off a 
moderated list and you are unlikely to have 
any recourse if you feel your treatment is 
unwarranted. 


Don’t confuse an unmoderated lists with a 
free-for-all. All lists have rules of conduct, 
there just may be fewer on an unmoderated 
list. But you can still be removed from a list, 
without recourse, if the owner decides that 
you are not a good list citizen. 


More variations on a theme 


Lists can be open or closed (not to be 
confused with announce vs discussion). An 
open list is one that can be subscribed to by 
any one with an e-mail address. All it takes 
is a properly formatted subscribe message 
and the list messages will start flowing. 


Only those people who meet some pre- 
requisite(s) can join a closed list. For example 
some lists are only open to librarians, others 
are only open to physicians, or university 
staff or members of an organisation. 


With an open list, you will most likely be 
subscribed automatically. For a closed list, you 
usually need to provide some substantiation 
that you meet the list’s requirements. You 
won't get messages until that information is 
verified. 


That’s a brief summary of mailing lists, and 
how they work. See “So you want to start a 
list” for special information list owners need 
to know before they start, and “Finding a list 
and staying on it” for more detailed informa- 


tion about participating in mailing lists. oO 
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Finding a list and staying on it 
Use one of the search sites listed to 
find lists that suit your interests. If 
you're really keen, read the news- 
group, news.answers regularly, and 
watch for the regular posting of 
Publicly Accessible Mailing Lists. Be 
warned though. The last time I 
captured the full set, it was posted in 
19 parts. That was in mid-1996, so 
who knows how many parts it may 
require now. 

Individual entries in those lists and 
in searchable catalogues and 
directories usually include a short 
description of the list, requirements 
for joining and subscription 
instructions. Unfortunately not all list 
owners are as good about providing 
complete details as they should be. 
Sometimes you'll only find the list 
name, and administrative address. If 
you're set on subscribing to one of 
those lists, you may have to do some 
detective work. 

Most list server programs are very 
unforgiving and will respond with an 
error message. If you’re lucky the 
error message may also include the 
subscribe/ unsubscribe instructions. If 
not, here’s the general form for some 
of the commonly used list server 
programs: 

For majordomo send a message to 
the subscription address with 


subscribe listname 


in the body of the message Ceave the 
subject line blank.) 

For listserv send a message to the 
subscription address with 


subscribe listname 
yourfirstname yourlastname 


in the body of the message (leave the 
subject line blank.) 

For listproc send a message to the 
subscription address with 


subscribe listname 
yourfirstname yourlastname 


in the body of the message Cleave the 
subject line blank.) 

Note, the message should be 
entered without quotation marks, with 
the name of the list substituted for 
listnhame and your first name and last 
name substituted for yourfirstname 
and yourlastname respectively. 


Don’t wear out your welcome 


When you get the welcome message, 
read it and save it. You'll need it if/ 


when you need to unsubscribe. Believe 


me, you won’t remember it, and you 
won't want to go hunting for it again. 
If you receive administrative updates, 
save those too. They may include 
new administrative list address, or 
new rules of conduct, information you 





will need in the future. 

Before you jump in and make a 
fool of yourself, observe the list for a 
while. Try to get a feel for the list’s 
culture. When you’re ready to make 
your first posting, be sure you under- 
stand the list’s default reply settings. 
(Covered in detail in the main article.) 

For your first message, consider 
sending an introductory message, to 
give other subscribers an idea about 
who you are and what you are like. 
Most lists develop a culture and sense 
of community, if you respect those 
you are likely to be welcome 
wherever you go. 

Stay on topic, leave chatting to 
private e-mail. 

Unsubscribe if you are going on 
holiday. Or “suspend” your 
subscription for the duration, if your 
list provides this option. If you don’t 
and your mail box overflows, 
bounced messages will make you very 
unpopular, very quickly. And never 
set one of those auto responders that 
reply to every message sent to you 
with a message that you are offline 
for “x” amount of time and won’t be 
able to answer messages. That can 
start a list crippling cascade of 
messages. You will most certainly be 
unsubscribed, possibly banned from 
the list forever. 


Some more don'ts 


e Don’t send HTML formatted messages 
to the list. It's a waste of bandwidth 
and your fellow subscribers will 
most likely flame you for it, if the 
list owner doesn’t kick you off first. 

e Don’t imagine it’s funny to 
subscribe someone else to a mailing 
list to watch their angry response 
and don’t post spam to a list. No 
one thinks this sort of prank is 
funny, because they aren’t. They 
may be cause for termination of 
your service agreement by your IsP. 


e Don’t send a response to every 
message and avoid sending a “me 
too” or “I agree” messages. There is 
an expectation that messages will 
add to the overall discussion. When 
you do respond trim as much from 
the message you are replying to as 
you can, while retaining enough 
information to identify the author 
and subject of the message, and the 
specific element of the message you 
are responding to, as appropriate. 

e Don't hog centre stage. 


e Don’t appoint yourself defacto 
moderator, when another list 
member does or writes something 
you don’t like. Consider the list 
rules of conduct and respond 
appropriately. 

Do participate and do enjoy yourself.O 

















Life Science Mysteries: 


orel’s interactive Life 
Science Mysteries make 
learning fun. The latest 
title in the series, Beyond 
the Naked Eye, teaches 
about viruses and bacteria. It’s 
your job to assist the staff of the 
Institute for Disease Research, 
and you have two assignments: 


e The alps Awareness Project, 
where you create a multimedia 
presentation about AIDs and 
youth. As you gather material 
for your presentation, you 
learn facts and misconceptions 
about HIV and AIDS, discuss 
prevention measures, see what 
the virus looks like, and 
examine the social stigma of 
AIDS. 

e The Jungle Epidemic, where 
you identify the cause of an 
epidemic in the Maharii Jungle. 
Along the way, you review 
patients’ symptoms, analyse 
blood samples, and culture and 
identify bacteria. 


Life Science Aoutericet 
Beyond the Naked eye 


486DX. : 33 processor 





Windows 3, 1 : 
256-colour display 


Sound Blaster or 100% 
compatible sound card 


Mouse . 
Double-speed CD-ROM drive 
4 MB free hard disk eae 


Availability and cost 


Available from most Corel | 
retailers. Contact Corel 
Customer. Service Centre on 


1800 658° 850. 
RRP: $79 





Beyond the Naked Eye 


Your research takes you into 
different rooms of the institute, 
where you can click on objects 
and review audio-visual materials. 
Staff are available to advise you, 
and you can use microscopes, a 
fax machine, telephone and 
video-conference system. If you 
need more assistance, you can 
obtain hints from an intercom 
and use an online hyperlinked 


shea Ate) 18 215 


textbook, the Learn Zone, which Lh caste ee 
contains six short lessons: | 2. Ave AIDS and HIV the same thing? 


e Science and Technology: } 3. Is there a cure for AIDS? 
Observations and Inferences 


e The Scientific Method 
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Your Apubenct ALT 


Conversation with Nurse Pierson 
Picture: 









1. Anyone can fight AIDS hy 
increasing his or her awareness 
of the disease. 


disease. There are ways to prevent 
the spread of the virus. 


3, There isn’t a cure or 
vaccination for AIDS yet, hut 
we can adopt hab iis twill 
protect us against the virus. 





e Characteristics and Types of 
Viruses 


e Viral Reproduction and Diseases 


e Classification, Structure and Life 
Functions of Bacteria 


e Bacterial Reproduction and 

Effects of Bacteria on Humans 
The information in the Learn 
Zone is brief, relevant and 
to-the-point. A variety of games, 
animations and self-tests help to 
reinforce the material. 

Depending on your age and 
capabilities, completing each 
project takes anything from an 
hour or so upwards. If your final 
conclusions are correct, you are 
thanked and congratulated; 
otherwise you are urged to 
review your work. Once you’ve 
completed the assignments, you 
can continue to explore the 
Institute and browse the Learn 
Zone. The only problem I 
encountered was an occasional 
inability to alter my findings— 
when this happened, I had to 
redo the assignment. 

Aimed at ages nine to sixteen, 
Beyond the Naked Eye is a 
terrific learning tool. The material 
is easy to read and presented in 
an interesting way. You can learn 
at your own pace and there is 
continual reinforcement for what 
you've learnt. Most importantly, 
The Naked Eye is fun! It will be 
a much-used resource for schools 
and libraries. 
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eee Viral and Bacterial 


* Parts form new viruses 


Virus attaches itself to 
a cell that acts as a 


ot Figure 3. The Learn Zone. 





Guided Tour 


Hereditary material takes control 
of cell's functions once inside, and. 
causes it to produce virus parts. | 
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Small Business Graphics 
and Print Studio 







Bernadette Houghton 





mall Business Graphics and Print and photo images, 100 sample logos, 250 
Studio is an excellent value TrueType fonts and numerous templates. 
package that helps you produce : 

professional-looking business and Windows Draw 


plenty of 


e promotional material. I've been enamoured of Windows Draw 
tutor ida Is to The two-CD package contains: since its fledgling days. It’s easy to use, 
e Windows Draw 5 with an intuitive interface and is 
® Picture Publisher 6 powerful enough to do everything I 
‘ € ingiont 2D require. It’s not a heavyweight like 
CorelDraw! and can’t replace a high-end 
guide y ou Waicues Media aes a drawing program, but it definitely has 
° ABC QuickSilver . more grunt and flexibility than many 
as well as a collection of 20,000 clip art other drawing programs I've encountered. 


“ Micrografx Windows Draw - [candle.drw] 


a Micrografx Windows Draw 5 
wa? Eile Edit View |nsert ee Tools Draw Window Help anne 


Welcome 


SARWAN 
8 


The Insert menu and toolbar 
provide 4 rich array of 
drawing tools from which to 
choose. 


4 
A 
4 
4 
4 
a 
“& 
é 
g 
z 
4 
a 
g 
Zi 


SINS RESO SRR ERS BEI 


Sex NERA SANASEA AAG 


Vedat MEME LD AE AE ORD LESS EEE EEA EEG E ABE 


|B testa rw 
A Windows Draw Drawing 


B test3.drw 
BP test? arw 





Figure 1. Windows Draw main screen. 








EffectsBrowser 


‘Info Box 





Small Business Graphics and Print Studio 






Blands 











Minimum system requirements 
4860DX-33 processor _ 

© Windows 95 or NT 3. 51 

© 8 MB RaM (12 MB recommended) 
© CD-ROM drive 

J 45 MB free hard disks space (65 MB 






Before special effact After 
a 
Fg ee vuu,,, — 
© ve ion Effects 
Hue Adjustment 










Posterize 
Teche - recommended) _ 
ane -¢ Voa with (256 colours 







Add Noise 
Blur 
Circular Ripple 


Frequency 


| Rite Sc Dae Va ae re Yee Vee Sea Sa | 


Intensity 


ae See eee ed ee, aes ae Be! ae Te 






eo » Mouse - 






Curveygon 


e| 


Ava ilability anai tout 
Contact Micrografx, Ph: (02) 9415 2642, Fax (02) | 
9415 2641, if your local retailer doesn’t Stock it. 


RRP $95. Current users of Windows Draw can 
upgrade for $75 by calling 1 800 805 337. 





Edge Detection 

Gaussian Blur 

Graphic Pen 

Motion Blur 

Polar To Rectangular xi | 


Meagagon 









Arrows 












Pau 4. EffectsBrowser, common to Draw 
Figure 3. Sample Draw effects. and Picture Publisher. 
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The latest version of Draw has some 
nice features (Figure 1). One of the most 
useful is the Project Wizard which takes 
you step by step through the process of 
creating flyers, cards, letterheads and the 
like (Figure 2). Just answer the questions 
and the Wizard does the rest. The templates 
used by the Wizard are of sometimes 
dubious quality, but they do give you a 
starting point for your own designs. A 
handy feature from previous versions is a 
collection of PaperDirect templates so 
you can see how your finished design 
will look on preprinted paper. 


There are two new CoolShapes, 
megagons and curveygons (Figure 3). 
For the uninitiated, CoolShapes are 
complex shapes such as stars and 
cylinders that are drawn in staged clicks 
and drags. There are new border and 
arrow tools, a useful—although 
rudimentary— mail merge function, and 
you can now join or slice objects to 
create new shapes. The EffectsBrowser— 
common to Picture Publisher—enables 
you to select, customise and preview 50 
special effects, including distortion, 
watercolour, posterisation and so on 
(Figure 4). Applying a special effect 
automatically converts the selected object 
to a bitmap, which you can edit in-place 
using Picture Publisher toolbars and 
menus. 


Draw still has all its old reliable 


features—all the standard drawing tools, 
connector lines (dynamic lines that move 
along with their connecting objects), 
Bezier curve editing, layer management, 
and so on. Draw is not difficult to learn, 
but there is a very useful online tutorial 
that introduces the basics. 

With earlier versions of Draw, I found 
it hard to discern Bezier control points 
from the background, and this problem 
has been addressed. I’m still waiting for 
colour separation support and a nudge 
feature, though! 


Picture Publisher 6 


Picture Publisher is a powerful, highly 
customisable, image editing program, 
with tons of features (Figure 5). I found 
it very easy to use, although I admit that 
I’m happily familiar with its little sister, 
Photo Magic, and may be slightly biased 
in its favour. 

The masking tools are flexible and 
give good control over your working 
area. Apart from the regular hand 
masking tools, you can mask areas 
according to colour and manipulate 
masks in versatile ways such as Bezier 
curve editing, inverting, feathering, 
smoothing and removing holes. 

There is a large range of image 
enhancement and manipulation tools, 
including lighten/darken, smooth/ 
sharpen, airbrushing, cloning, stitching 


and so on. Tools are fully customisable, 
including options such as brush size, 
feathering, transparency and merge mode. 
The ScratchPad lets you try out effects 
before applying them to the main image, 
and you can customise the Undo feature 
to suit yourself. Special effects are 
available with the EffectsBrowser, and 
you can also utilise third-party plug-ins. 


Picture Publisher helps you calibrate 
your monitor, printer and scanner to 
ensure colours are true and consistent 
along the production chain. There is a 
range of proofing options, including 
colour separations, halftones and a variety 
of printers marks. Kodak Colour Manage- 
ment System and RGB, CYMK and HSL 
colour models are supported and you can 
create custom colour palettes and modify 
colour maps, choosing to edit channels 
individually or collectively. Colour 
controls include contrast/brightness, 
colour balance, tone balance, hue map, 
hue shift and threshold (among others), 
and you can preview all effects before 
applying them (Figure 6). 


Picture Publisher places heavy demands 
on system resources, but you can speed 
things up by using Low Resolution mode 
or opening only part of a file. Another 
useful feature is the Task Manager which 
enables you to adjust processing priorities 
by suspending tasks in progress and 
resuming them as needed. 


A Better Computer Solution! (on 
Authorised Intel dealer af 


Talk with the people who REALLY know... 





High performance systems, 
with the best quality com- 
ponents, can be yours — 
built exactly to your own 
specifications. Talk to us. Morris Tobias has been a member 
We are keen to listen to your and long-time supporter of Melb PC 
needs and will assist youin since 1987. Hundreds of members 
planning your computer. have benefitted from his expertise. 


Computer Rebuilds can also advise you on 
CD-ROMs, Hard Disks, Memory and Processor 
Upgrades, Multimedia and Networking solutions. 


Winner of PC Update 
Readers' Choice Awards — 
Computer Repairer/Upgrader 


Call him for an obligation free assessment! 


COMPUTER REBUILDS 


Board & Drive Upgrade Specialists 
476 Swan Street, Richmond Vic 3121 
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© Microgralx Picture Publisher 
File Edit” View: Tools Mask Map Object Image window Help 


5 >| Mode Shape Method = Tt 
3d pat 


iN 100% Space .pp5 


Visual Color Balance 
















Original Modified 







Red 









0% 
Green 0% 
Blue 0% 
Cyan 0% 
Magenta 0% 
Yellow 0% 
Darker 0% 
Lighter 0% 

i. onal Range 








Increments 5% 


Finer me a, ea ee Coarser 


7h Maintain Density Blue Darker Cyan 


Cancel | 








Preview | Rese 7 Reset All | 


Figure 6. Picture Publisher Visual Colour Balance dialog. 


Ready 








Figure 5. Picture Publisher main screen. 


using these on your Web pages are obvious. 
Running as a plug-in to Netscape Navigator 
or as ActiveX controls for Microsoft Internet 
Explorer, QuickSilver also enables you to 
save graphics in JPEG, GIF and interlaced GIF 


Instant 3D 


Instant 3D helps you create 3D 
scenes quickly and easily (Figure 
7). You build up a scene by 


Asc Media Manager 

Asc Media Manager organises your graphic 
files by collection and subject, and remembers 
their location (Figure 8). It doesn’t quite have 


dragging objects, materials, back- 
drops and lights into the project 
window, then adding shadows 
and rotating and sizing objects. 


The package includes a large 


the intelligence to tell you whereabouts you 
put a particular CD, though! A search facility 


makes it easy to retrieve images by keyword, 


file name or file number, although it is only 
as powerful as the quality of your indexing. 


formats and display wmF and EmF files. 


Assessment 
The 500-page manual includes 150 pages of 


introductory material and tutorials, with the 
balance being monochrome thumbnails of 
the clipart (oddly, the logos aren’t included). 
The main applications also include easy-to- 
follow online tutorials which give a good 
introduction to the principal features. 


When you need an image, you drag and drop 
or copy and paste it into your document. 
Media Manager has had a minor cosmetic 
change or two, and the latest version 
resolves an earlier problem that embedded 
graphic files into the collection files. It still 
has a fairly high initial learning curve, a fairly 
obscure menu and command structure, and 
lacks a printing option—but it does its job 
once you’ve learnt its idiosyncrasies. 


range of 3D clipart; alternatively, 
you can import 3D objects from 
DXF (AutoCAD) or GED (Visual 3D 
Geometry) formats. A simple 

wizard helps you create 3D text. 
You can extrude, bevel and 

deform text, or make it follow a 


path. 


If you haven’t already guessed, ’'m 
impressed with Small Business Graphics and 
Print Studio. The price is good, the 
applications are powerful yet mostly easy to 
use, and there are plenty of tutorials to guide 
you through the learning process. You'll 
need some artistic ability and flair if you 
want to create professional designs from 
scratch, but even without this, the package 
will nae you do a pean good ee oO 


The ease with which you can 
manipulate and render a scene 
depends upon the power of your 
machine. I found it frustrating to 
perform rotations and sizing on 
my 486DX2-66 with 32 MB RaM, 
since the screen took a while to 
display the effect of each mouse 
movement. 


Asc QuickSilver 


ABC QuickSilver enables you to place, view 
and edit Draw vector graphic files inside 
Web pages. Since vector graphics display 
much faster than pitmapss | the Eevee in 





4 Instant3D - plane. eid 
File Edit Miew _ Tools Object Window Help 


Dis S| S| (e le) Aj wlobe) ae w|fex 3 x 


“plane. edd — 





Apart from the clipart, Instant 
3D comes with 200 materials and 
27 lighting effects. It isn’t particu- 
larly feature-full or flexible, but 
it is easy to learn and helps you 
achieve some eye-catching 3D 
effects. There is an excellent 
tutorial in the online help. 


Options 


_ re A a Meda anager a 
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Do a friend a favour 
Stuck for a gift idea? 














sabes 7s duck — eke 
| guitar Ka snowflak| book — | 


Figure 8. ABC Media 
Manager. 





Give a Melb PC membership, 
your friend can benefit from 
all our services—sIGs, meetings, 
training, PC Update, bulk buys, 
Dial Help—and mote... 
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Took 1.30 CPU minules to sander scene. 














Figure 7. Instant 3D main screen. 
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Breastfeeding 






reastfeeding my two children is—so far— 
the hardest, yet the most fulfilling, thing 
I've done. Watching my boys grow rosy 
and chubby, comforting them in an 
instant, and knowing that they are being 
fed in the way God intended; these are some of 
my most treasured memories. Breastfeeding is not 
something that came easily to us, however; along 
the way my children and I underwent many trials 
and tribulations, compounded by confusing and 
conflicting information. 

A new addition to the Corel Medical Series, 
Breastfeeding, would have been of definite help 
to me during the throes of my breastfeeding 
problems. It contains practical suggestions for 
preventing, identifying and managing common 
complications, such as thrush, mastitis and nipple 
confusion. Less common situations, such as breast- 
feeding cleft palate infants or breastfeeding after 
breast reduction surgery are discussed, and pumping 
methods and weaning strategies are reviewed. 
Myths, such as the common misconception that 
artificial baby milk is almost as good as human 
milk, are soundly debunked. 

There is an interesting section devoted to the 
cultural aspects of breastfeeding in various countries, 
including the World Health Organisation recom- 
mendation that infants worldwide be breastfed for 
a minimum of two years. A fascinating analysis is 
made of formula companies’ marketing practices 
and the health costs of bottlefeeding. Among other 
interesting information is the history and evolution 
of breastfeeding, and the impact of breastfeeding 
on the infant (fewer allergies and illness, higher 
intelligence, better eyesight, etc.) and the mother 
(reduced risk of breast and ovarian cancer, etc.). 

There are some gaps in the material—the 
CD-ROM doesn’t address breastfeeding during 





yeical and 
notice ner 


Mens as a al 
Individual Hatabase 
Perspective 


Societal 
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Figure 1. Breastfeeding main screen. 
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useful for human resource 


managers, child-care workers 


and nursing mothers 


pregnancy, tandem nursing (breastfeeding siblings 
of different ages) and the special difficulties of 
large and large-breasted women. Also overlooked 
is one of the major causes of early weaning — 
perceived low milk supply as the baby feeds 
more frequently during growth spurts. 
Breastfeeding is nicely presented, with illustrat- 
ions and videos. Comprehensive references support 
most statements, and there is a collection of charts 
on which you can record feedings, bowel move- 
ments and urinary output. The package includes 
Stedman’s Electronic Medical Dictionary and Corel 
Presentations and is easy to use, although the 
search tool is cumbersome and awkward, and 
Stedman’s is quite intrusive. Breastfeeding supports 
multiple users, who can add their own bookmarks 
and annotations, invisible to other users. 
Breastfeeding is aimed primarily at medical pro- 
fessionals who work with breastfeeding families. It 
will also be useful for human resource managers, 
child-care workers and others who work with 
breastfeeding mothers and their children. It is 
also a valuable source of information for nursing 
mothers themselves. oO 


re een 


~ Methods of Feeding Breastmilk To An Infant 


Frequently, alternative feeding methods are introduced in conjunction with expression. They 
can be used when the raother raust go out without her infant, preparing to return to the 
workforce, or as 4 prelude to weaning. There are also cases where altemative devices are an 
integral part of'a relactation prograrn. 


Cups, spoons and eye droppers can be used to avoid the difficulties frequently experienced in 

the early days of breastfeeding fbottls ee avrcduesd . Because an infant imprints ona feeding 9% 

method, confusion can arise if both breasts and bottles are used in the early weeks postpartum, BRE 

When using a spoon or an eye dropper, be careful that it does not teach the infant not to open that aout vie 


Remember, infants can become imprinted on any method of feeding in the initial postpartum period, so use altemative 
devices cautiously. 
(24) ¢ 1239035) (72) 








Info Box 


Breastfeeding 


Minimum system 
requirements 
486DX2-66 
8 MB RAM 
Windows 3.1 
256-colour display 
» Sound card 


e Mouse 


Double-speed CD-ROM 
drive 


2 MB free hare disk 


Note, the CD-ROM must 
be in the drive for 
Breastfeeding to run. 


Availability and cost 
Available from most 
Corel retailers; 
otherwise contact Corel 
Customer Service 


Centre on 
1 800 658 850. 


Rrp $99 
Acknowledgements 


Thanks to my online 
friends from the 
Parent-l extended 
breastfeeding mailing 
list who have been a 
terrific source of 
breastfeeding support 
and information. 
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ito Brevis is the creator (and the 
host) of the Mode Event, an arty 
fashion party held in an elegant 
hotel, but brought to you on a 
three-disc CD-ROM set as an inter- 
active multimedia program. The program 
must be installed before it can be run on 
your computer, using up about 6 MB of 
your hard disk space, but it will need a 
disc in place at all times. You are given 
instructions within the program when 
there is a need to change the disc. 


The party 

You are not actually a guest, at least not 
when you start out. You are a gate- 
crasher. As such, there is an immediate 
element of risk after you take the hotel 
elevator to the top floor, where the Mode 
Event takes place, since you can be 
challenged and thrown out, or, at least, 
firmly requested to leave. However, 
having read the introductory information 
you will already know that all invited 
guests have been given a Dome Pin. The 
Dome Pin must be displayed at all times 
if you want to avoid ejection. So it’s in 
your best interests to find one as soon as 
you can—several of the guests can help 
you with this when you talk to them. 
How can you do this? Well, the mouse 
cursor changes as you scan each of the 
scenes you reach—the word GO, with a 
click, moves you on to another scene, 
the word TALK allows you to click and 
listen to what the guest the cursor is 
pointing at has to say, and, finally, the 
word EX/T needs no further explanation. 
There is one “mystery” change — if the 
cursor turns into a pointing hand, simply 
experiment to see what it can do. 








The Mode Machine 


If the cursor, in GO mode, is over a 
computer terminal in one of the scenes, 

it starts an interactive art device known as 
a Mode Machine. After clicking on such a 
kiosk you experiment by clicking on 
various objects that you can see. Further, 
you move from one section to another 
within the art device by clicking the Mode 
Bar at the bottom of the Mode Machine. 
Changing the spelling on the Mode Bar 
can also create some further action. 


The Mood Bar 


The key to the variability of the inter- 
action with the host and his guests lie 
with the Mood Bar. This is a coloured 
band that appears at the foot of the 
screen after you’ve initiated a conver- 
sation. One end of the bar is red, the 
other green, with graduations between the 
two. The red end of the bar represents a 
negative mood or response (a plain No/ 
or general distaste), whereas the green 
indicates agreement or support. Usually 
(but not always), clicking somewhere on 
the Mood Bar after you have listened to 
what a guest has to say initially will elicit 
a reply, very much tempered by the kind 
of message you appear to have given. 
You will need to try different responses 
on the Mood Bar to generate a range of 
outcomes. Be warned, though, that some 
will get you evicted, particularly if you 
don’t yet have a Dome Pin. 

When you acquire your Dome Pin, 
you will discover that it has less obvious 
functions—it can be “used” when it 
appears at the bottom right of the 
screen. You simply click on it and then 
click on one of the guests... 


ee oncmainaciannates 


Figure 2. The cast. 





you are a gate- 


crasher...there is 


an immediate 


element of risk 


Conclusion 

This program features more than 90 
minutes of full-motion video, using 11 
different personalities and a multitude of 
scenes. After you become “hooked” on 
this interactive medley of rather weird 
characters and even more weird speech 
(to a non-American ear), the perfor- 
mances of comedy and music on stage, 
or perhaps you’ve pursued a romantic 
liaison or even become embroiled in a 
crime (as your virtual self, only, of 
course), what then? You can further the 
experience as a member of ClubMode, 
an interactive drama on the World Wide 
Web (hitp:/Avww.clubmode.com). 0 


Figure 3. One of the guests. 
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Figure 4. An interview. 
ust between you and me and Melb 
PC, I love Dr Seuss’s wonderfully 
wacky world just as much as my 
children do. So of course I couldn't 
resist buying Dr Seuss’s ABC when 
young ones are it came out pe peer True to the spirit 
of the book, this CD is captivating and 
‘+ terrific fun. I think Dr Seuss would like 
sure to enjoy it, too! 

Meet Aunt Annie riding her alligator, 
and the quick Queen of Quincy and her 
quacking quacker-oo. See what a fiffer- 
Info Box feffer-feff looks like, and a zizzer-zazzer- 
zuzz. Dr Seuss’s characters are absurd, 
charming and lovable. 

Part of Random House/Broderbund’s 


Minivan system ecicaoms Living Books range, Dr Seuss’s ABC aims 
‘| to entertain three- to eight-year-olds 


380SX ae while helping them learn the alphabet. 
4 MB RAM There is a page for each letter of the 
Windows 3.1 alphabet, with rhyming nonsense verse, 
Das 3.3 appropriate animation and clickable 
SvGA display with 256 colours hotspots revealing more letter-appropriate 
Sound card : words and silly animations. Words are 
highlighted along with the narration, 
helping to develop children’s reading 
skills. The CD also includes full-length 
versions of music snippets found within 
Availability and cost the pages; these ae playable on 


Street price is around $60. | / any normal CD-player. 


Available from most major game and Dr Seuss's ABC is an amusing, 
educational software stockists, - educational program. I do have some 


including Myer, David Jones and reservations about its suitability for 
Harvey Norman. Australian children, though, as the 


CD uses North 
American voices 
and pronunciation 
(e.g. zee not zed 
for “z”); not ideal 
for a program 
that teaches the 
alphabet. Just as 
he does if he 
watches “Sesame 
Street”, young 
Patrick speaks 
with a definite 
American accent 
after playing Dr 
Seuss’s ABC! Still, 
it is a fun and 
breezy program 
that your young 
ones are sure to 
enjoy. O 


fun and breezy... 





Figure 5. Playing the Mode Machine. Dr Seuss’ s ABC 


Mouse 
CD-ROM drive 





Figure 6. Talking with the host. 





Info Box 


Mode 





Minimum system requirements 
486 IBM-PC or compatible computer 
Windows 3.1 or Windows 95 

8 MBRAM_ 

8 MB free hard disk space 
Graphics 640 x 480 x 256 

CD-ROM Drive 

16-bit audio 

Mouse 


Availability and cost 


Australian distributors: 


e Tech Pacific 


e Australian Corel Customer Service: 
Micromatch, phone 1800 658 850 


Rrp: $45 (3-CD product) 
Target market: 18-years-old and up 
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Training courses 













Paul Palcsek : 








2 Using Exce 2. Using the Melb PC Internet 

rT Ray Azzopar si ; Windows 3.1 $90 
_ Accounts 6.30 pm—9.00 pm, Thu 19, 26 Jun. Lynn Polloc 
re 6.30 pm—9.00 pm, Thu 22, 29 May. This course covers functions, formulas, pivot 00 pm—4 pm, Sat/Sun 10/11 May. 
Viv Martin This course gets you started on the road to tables, charts, trend analysis, data sorting, 9.00 am—4 pm, Sun 1 Jun. 
6.30 pm--9.30 pm, Mon 5 May. smoking use of the powertul features in Access. subtotaling, data grouping, filtering, exporting to. a This is a basic course exclusively for Windows 
Setting up the chart of accounts and Isis; get it You'l eam how to create tables and queries. atghase macro recording, non-workbook fies. 3.1/3.1 users. Handson individual installation 
right the first time! Reports for you, your Students receive a comprehensive exercise Prerequisites: Must have used Excel. of Windows 3.x Intemet software. Explanation 
accountant, an auditor, bank manager and tox manuel 7 discussion and live connections to demonstrate all 
man—Profit and Loss, Balance Sheet and Prerequisites: Experience with Windows and a Communications the major components. Covers all aspects of 
more. Budgets, account reconciliation, tailoring mouse. Intemet connection. Basic discussion on broad 
and memorising reports. Saving time and _— Pee Using the Melb PC BBS 745 range of Intemet topics including netiquette, 





keystrokes; memorising, scheduling and group 
transactions. Inventory tracking and recording. 
Prerequisites: You must understand the 


concepts of double-entry bookkeeping. You must be John Hulskamp 
familiar with Windows. 6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 16, 23 Jun. 


The course provides participants with an 5 Ol 
| introduction to desktop publishing using MS covers inital log ons and using the message areas. 
Publisher and an opportunity to produce a simple Prerequisites: Must have logged onto the Melb 


viruses and common connection problems. Suit 
people about to install basic Windows 3.x 
Intemet software or novice users of the Intemet. 
Prerequisites: Must have a good working 





Lynn Pollock 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 23 May. 
6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 30 Jun. 
A basic look at the Melb PC Bes with hints 
and figs on using all the varius menu items. Ako knowledge of Windows 3.1. 


3. Using the Melb PC Internet 






















a flyer and brochure targeted at the participants’ ~=—-PC BBs ee _ 
iv Martin interests. Lynn Pollock 
6.30 pm—7.30 pm, Mon 19 May. Prerequisites: A familiarity with a word internet ; $00 am—12 noon, Sat/Sun 10/11 May. 
Creditors; raising Bills and Credit Bils—what is processing package such as MS Word, and Note: Internet courses are best done in 99 47, 4 09 pm, Sun 15 Jun. 
owed by you. Paying bils; recording payment of — Windows operation. the sequence shown—I to 5; or 1,2 0r This ic ¢ basic course exclusively for Win 95 
Group Tax, Superannuation, your suppliers, the = ; _ 34 and 5. users. Handson individual installation of Win 95 
shareholders or directors. tracking and reporting. up ie. OF Prscrst ae 4 324it Intemet software. Explanation, discussion 
Prerequisites: You must understand the oc e ve &f |. What is the Internet? Sea ond lve connections to demonstrate all the major 
concepts of double-entry bookkeeping. You must be init components. Covers all aspects of Internet 
familiar with Windows. Len Krois . afi am—12 noon, Sat 24 May. connection. Basic discussion on broad range of 
6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Wed 25 Jun. This 9.00 am-—12 noon, Sat 21 Jun. Intemet topics including nefiquette, viruses and 


session gives you an overview of the major 


j 1 [iva common connection problems. Suit people about 
new and revised features of Office 97, incuding An overview of the Melb PC Internet service. Live p peop 





Viv Martin sl Heit da aabs Hg ae fo making up the Intemet. Discussion of the users of the Internet who want to use the inbuit 
6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 12 May. considering whether to ypgrade Hardware items involved. General questions Win 95 32-bit Tere software. ’ 
Debtors: Invoicing and Credit Memos—what is Preeauiaties dain with other Office Co”cerning Internet connections. Prerequisites: Must have a good working 


owed fo you. Recording the receipt of payments, 95, /3.x or other integrated Windows Office suite Prerequisites: None. knowledge of Win 95. 


banking the monies, bad debts, aishonoured would enhance the experience, but no specifics are 


cheques, memorised transactions, the debit card; aedad 

racking and reporting. 
Prerequisites: You must understand the ws 
concepts of double-entry bookkeeping. You must be | Ji: 
familiar with Windows. | | 


John Fitzsimons 

10.00 am—4.00 pm, Sat/Sun 17,18 May. 
Organise your facts and figures using Excel. You 
can use Excel as a simple database to keep track 
of assets or use it to keep track of your bank 
accounts. Excel has hundreds of uses. This course 
gives you a solid introduction to Microsoft Excel 
v5. Students receive a comprehensive exercise 
manual. 

Prerequisites: Experience with using a mouse 
and Windows. 
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4. Effectively using Web 


Browsers $60 





Lynn Pollock 

1.00 pm—5.00 pm, Sat 24 May. 

1.00 pm—5.00 pm, Sat 21 Jun. 
Complete demonstration and explanation 
of all features and configurations in the 
latest versions of Netscape and MS 
Internet Explorer. Configuring new helper 
applications, managing bookmarks or 
favourites, and tips and tricks to 
maximise your browser usage. Discussion 
on various searching techniques for 
locating information on the Web and 
other browser-related issues. 
Prerequisites: Must have attended 
basic Internet course or have a reasonable 
Internet understanding. This is an 
intermediate course. 


5. More using Melb PC 


Internet service $90 





Lynn Pollock 

9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sun 25 May. 

9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sun 22 Jun. 
Complete demonstration and explanation 
of e-mail (advanced packages) FIP, 
Archie, Gopher, Finger, Telnet, irc Network, 
newsgroups and offline readers, list 
servers, session timers and more. In 
addition, connection problems are 
discussed as well as general tips and 
tricks to improve your connection time. A 
set of detailed instructions are discussed 
and practised, detailing how to upgrade 
or add to your Intemet software without 
causing major problems or heartaches. 
Prerequisites: Must have attended 
basic Internet course or have a reasonable 
Internet understanding. This is an 
intermediate course. 


Beginners’ HTML/Web page 


authoring $90 





Steven Goldate 
6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Thu 8, 15 May. 
6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Thu 5, 12 Jun. 
The course covers the principles of HIM. 
(Hypertext Markup Language) for writing 
Web pages for the Internet. Participants 
learn to write HTML using a text based and 
G WSiWwy6 editor. Covers design aspects, 
“Do’s and “Don't’s, image file formats, 
uploading files to a server, getting noticed, 
and more. 

Prerequisites: Basic Windows 
experience assumed. Experience using a 
text editor preferred. 
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Operating Systems, 
Diagnostics, Hardware 


Advanced Windows 95 $45 





Lynn Pollock 
6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Fri 9 May. 
6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Fri 13 Jun. 
Complete hands-on examination of the 
advanced features found in the Win 95 
operating system. Includes adding and 
configuring new hardware, multiple user 
configurations, Registry control and 
editing, advanced system maintenance, 
backing up essential files, communications 
and more! 

Prerequisites: Attendees must have a 
good working knowledge of Win 95 and 
have obtained an understanding of the 
operating system’s functions. 





Mary Levens 

6.30 pm—8.30 pm, 

Tue 3, 10, 17 Jun, 24 Jun. 

Take control of your computer with this 
hands-on guided discovery of oos-based 
computing. Covers terminology, basic pos 
commands, directory structure, file types, 
brief discussion of hardware and software. 


Knowledge of these topics is a prerequisite 


for other courses. 

Prerequisites: No prior computing 
experience required. Students must have 
frequent access to a D0S-based PC outside 
of class. 


Hardware upgrade and 


repairs $45 





Tom Coleman 
6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 26 May. 
This course shows beginners how to 
upgrade their PCs, replace components. 
Troubleshooting hints are also given. 
Prerequisites: None. No electronic or 
mechanical experience required. 


How to buy a computer 


$10/$60 


Members: $10. Non-members $60 
(includes first year’s subscription.) 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 28 May. 

10.30 am—1.30 pm, Sat 28 Jun. 

What a computer does, what the jargon 
means, buying advice, tips, no sales talk! 
Prerequisites: None. 





Introduction to networks 


$90 





Len Krois 

9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sat 3 May. 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 11, 18 Jun. 
This shows you how fo connect two or 
more computers so that you can share 
computer resources. 

Prerequisites: You must be familiar 
with Windows 3.x or Win 95. 










Computer basics $120 








$45 


Introduction to UNIX 





Len Krois 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Tue 27 May. 
UNX/UNUX basics for people that want 

a basic feel for the open systems 
environment. LINUX is a popular shareware 
version of UNX that runs on IBM 
compatible PCs. The session includes: 
logging onto a umx system, finding your 
way around, manipulating files, viewing 
and editing text files, using the online 
fext manual. 

Prerequisites: Command line 
computing knowledge preferred 


Overview of Windows 95 


$45 





Barry Fredrickson 

6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Wed 21 May. 

9.00 am-12 noon, Sun 29 Jun. 

lake control of your computer with this 
hands-on guided discovery of Win 95- 
based computing. Covers terminology, 
directory structure, file types. Knowledge 
of these topics is prerequisite for other 
COUISES. 

Prerequisites: No prior computing 
experience required. 


Starting Windows 95 


$139.50 





Len Krois 


9.00 am—5.30 pm, Sat 14 Jun. 
Introduces the Win 95 environment to 
the computer novice. You'll learn basic 
Windows jargon and terminology, how to 
accomplish everyday tasks and all of the 
skills you'll need to work in Win 95. 
Students receive a comprehensive 
exercise manual. 

Prerequisites: None. However, you 
have an advantage if you have had some 
exposure to computers and have used a 
mouse. 


Upgrade to Windows 95 


$139.50 





Len Krois 

6.30 pm—9.00 pm, Tue 6, 13, 20 May. 
This course is for Windows v3.1/ v3.11 
users moving to Win 95. A thorough 
overview of all of the new features you 
are getting with Win 95 so you can 
quickly convert your Windows 3.1 skills 
fo the new Win 95 arena. 
Prerequisites: You should be familiar 
with Windows v3.1 fo the level of the 
Starting Windows v3.1 course. 
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Member-to-member deals 


FOR SALE 


A4 size printer paper: 

Ice blue, 80 gsm $10/500 sheets 
Yellow, 80 gsm $10/500 Sheets 
Pink, 80 gsm $10/500 sheets 
White satin, 135 gsm $8/250 sheets 
White gloss, 170 gsm $8/250 sheets 
Smoke blue, 130 gsm $7/100 sheets 
Smoke grey, 130 gsm $7/100 sheets 


Phone (03) 9587 3227 6-9 pm 
weekdays or after 4 pm Sundays 


Genius 12 x 18 digitiser with software, 
puck and stylus. Essential for CAD. 
$250 ono 


Flight Simulator pack of software. MS 
Flight Simulator v5.1 on CD-ROM, 
French shareware collection of FS 
software on CD-ROM, Apollo Scenery 
Designer CD-ROM, Fight Adventures 
No. 1 by Apollo cD-ROM, Jetfighter 11 
CD and TFX CD-ROM, all with manuals 
and vgc. $150 ono 





CD-ROM player and controller card 
brand new. $100 ono 


Netcomm pocket modem. 2400 and 
9600 fax. Cheap fax alternative, 
excellent condition. $50 ono 

Mine map geological mapping and 
mine planning software. Complete 
version with manuals. $150 ono 
Noel Laidlaw (03) 5475 1126 or 
laidlaw@bendigo.net.au 


Tape backup unit, Colorado Jumbo 
120 internal, complete with original 
manuals and seven DC2120 Tapes 
and software for Windows 95. (Backs 
up 80 MB in 19 minutes.) $120 ono 


Ron (03) 9889 6623 (Glen Iris) or 
rosco@melbpc.org.au 


Two Corel CD-Home titles: “The 
Interactive Alphabet”; “The Blue 
Tortoise” (Ages 3-6). 

Two The Alphabet Pals titles: “Why 
Do We Have To”; “Safety Scavenger 
Hunt” (Ages 2-7). 

One Mayo Clinic Learning Series title 
“Safety Monkey”. 

One Starpress title “Dr Healthensteins 
Body Fun” (Ages 8+). 

All titles will run on PC or Mac except 
“Safety Monkey” (PC only). $30 each 
ono. 


Paul (03) 9743 2690, 
paul4deb@axs.com.au 


MS Word 6. $75 

QEMM 7 memory manager v7. $50 
Wildmail echomail tosser for Wildcat. 
$10 

Norton NT Tools latest version at $35 
off new price. $80 

MS NT on CD and disk versions 3.51 
and 4 with manuals and registration. 
$210 


Ken Walker (03) 9886 3139 or 
kgw@alphalink.com.au 











One IBM (Cyrix) 686 P120 100 MHz 
CPU including heat sink & fan. $75 
One Interlink Hotlink 4s Fax/Modem 
28.8 kbps (V.Fast class) (Fax class | 
& Il) complete with cables, manual 
& Quick Link II fox software. $90 


Russ (03) 9772 6502 (AH) 


Compaq Notebook computer LTE 286 
with 1.664 MB memory, (extra 
memory can handle large spread- 
sheets) 40 MB HDD, 1.44 MB FDD, 
separate extra numeric keypad, 2 
batteries, charger, soft carry case, 
large carrying case, WordPerfect 5.1, 
MS-DOS 6.22, all manuals, boxes, 
good condition—a very good 
portable word processor, $350 
Canon Bubble Jet printer BJ-200ex, 
360 x 360 dpi resolution b&w printer 
with 100-sheet feeder, manuals, 
cables, box. $150 

Both notebook and printer together. 
$400 


Peter (03) 9882 3510 Hawthorn 
East 





Uniden PRO 310e Portable CB radio, 
with rechargeable battery, car 
cigarette lighter adapter, magnetic 
antenna base and carry case. Use 
hand-held and free-standing or in- 
vehicle. As new. $50 ono 


Six black vinyl-covered stackable 
visitors chairs (new price $49.88 at 
Office Works). Exc. cond. $25 each 


One office table 1.8 m x 0.9 m, 
laminated top, black square steel 
frame and legs. Average condition. 
$25 (free to the purchaser of the six 
chairs.) 

ACT! contact manager (v3.0) for Win 
95/NT. Disks, CD-ROM and manual, 
unopened. (Street price $245). $120 
ono. 

Six (three new in boxes) Lantastic 2 
Mbps LAN cards, software, various 
cables, etc. Will sell to best offer. 


Corel Art Show 6 and Wild Board Games 
CD-ROMs. Unopened. $10 the pair 


Peter (03) 9876 2871 
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Macbeth 


Info Box 


Thumnail Theater: 
Macbeth 


Minimum system requirements 
© 486DX2-66 : 
e 8 MB RAM 
Windows 3.1 
- 256-colour display 
8-bit audio capabilities 
Mouse 


Double-speed CD-ROM drive 
2 MB free hard disk space 


Note, the package runs directly from 
the CDkOM. i its 


Availability and cost 


Available from most Corel retailers; 
otherwise contact Corel Customer 
Service Centre on 1 800 658 850. 





RRP $64 








Thumbnail Theater: 


hakespeare in the 1970s was never 
such fun! When I think of my 
schooldays, the picture that comes 
most frequently to mind is the 
agony of trying to make sense of 
the quaint language in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. 1 could handle differential 
equations with equanimity; organic 
chemistry was no mystery; Sophocles 
was a snap. But the agony of learning 
Shakespeare remains etched in my mind 
so deeply that I approached the latest 
Corel CD Home offering with trepidation. 

Now, I don’t know whether its just that 
I’m older and wiser, or Thumbnail 
Theater: Macbeth has cleared away the 
mists, but suddenly Shakespeare doesn’t 
seem so bad after all. 

Targeted at students from age 12 
upwards, Thumbnail Theater: Macbeth 
revolves around an animated synopsis of 
Shakespeare’s play. Various topics—all 
written in a light and witty tone—help 
to put Shakespeare and his works into 
the context of his times. 

The CD-ROM is easy to navigate and 
you can study in any of three ways: 


e Watch Me, which contains the nine- 
minute animated cartoon. 


e Guide Me, which also contains the 
animation, but allows you to stop it at 
any time to explore topics related to 
the story. 











Self Guide 





% Macbeth 





Figure 1. Main screen of Thumbnail Theater: Macbeth. 








Bernadette Houghton 








a great way 
to reinforce 
learning about 


Shakespeare 


e Self Guide, where you can freewheel 
anywhere you like throughout the 
CD-ROM. 

The Guide Me and Self Guide sections 

include the following topics: 


e The Lives and Times of Shakespeare: 
discusses Shakespeare and daily life in 
Renaissance England. 

e Characters in Macbeth: character studies 
of Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Banquo, 
MacDuff, Duncan and Malcolm. 


e The Supernatural: information about 
superstition and witchcraft in 16th 
century England, including a discussion 
on the supernatural elements in the 
play. 

e The Works of Shakespeare: a complete 














Renaissance Gneiana 





2 


“irst thing Henry VIII did, 
after becoming king was 
marry his brother's widow 
Catherine of Aragon. Mistake. 
In those days, a male child 
was preferred to carry on the 
royal line and Catherine and 
Henry had a daughter, Mary. 


od 
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list of his plays, as well as information 
on the quartos and folios, the alternat- 
ion of verse and prose in his plays, 
and modern expressions coined by 
Shakespeare. 


e The Theatre: discusses the theatre as 
an institution of popular culture in 
Shakespeare’s times, the importance of 
children in theatrical productions and 
examples of how censorship affected 
Shakespeare’s works. 


e Scotland the Brave: information on the 
real Macbeth and other historic Scots, 
Scotland’s best-known castles, and 
weaponry and warfare in Shakespeare’s 
times. Also contains a thumbnail history 
of Scotland with dates and brief 


Of course, you can copy and print the 
full text of Macbeth in part or entirety. 


The CD-ROM contains fascinating tidbits 
of information. For example, did you know 
that pre-pubescent boys performed all the 
female roles in Shakespeare’s plays, and 
this is why Shakespeare’s characters court 
with words rather than kisses. Also, 
theatres in Shakespeare’s time were round 
and roofless, and 240 of the original 1000 
copies of Shakespeare’s First Folio are 
still around today. There is much more 
riveting stuff along those lines. 


Thumbnail Theater: Macbeth is certainly 
a great way to reinforce learning about 
Shakespeare in general and Macbeth in 
particular. I’m even tempted to reread A 








Figure 3. Macbeth: the animation. 





descriptions of pivotal events. 


Midsummer Night’s Dream. 


O 








provides 
numerous 
interesting 
and amusing 
challenges... 
will appeal 


to all ages 


The Neverhood 







t was bound to happen soon, of course... 

Here, we have an interactive animated 

game that requires, as a minimum, a 

multimedia PC with a Pentium 75 or 

better and, would you believe, a quad 
speed CD-ROM drive. As I am still struggling 
along with a 486 DX66 and a dual-speed cb-ROM 
drive, this appeared to rule me out of this par- 
ticular game play. However, all was not lost. 
The installation tested my CD-ROM drive and 
advised me that it was not quite up to the 
standard recommended, so I may find some 
of the action not as smooth as desired. As I 
do have 16 MB of Ram installed, I found that 
the pauses and stumbles, while they were too 
frequent to derive full pleasure from the game 
as a form of relaxation, were at least bearable 
to complete this review. 


The Neverhood is a product of DreamWorks 
Interactive, a joint venture between Microsoft 
and DreamWorks SKG. 





Bob Burt | 


Design features 


This game is a fascinating product. It was 
built up from sets and puppets, all of which 
were covered in clay. Camera shots were 
taken to produce each frame of animation. As 
a result, both lighting and texture are 
dramatically effective. Exaggerated movements 
are introduced for comical relief, assisted by 
good use of sound effects. The painstaking 
process of clay-puppet animation has certainly 
generated an inspired environment for some 
very interesting game play, with plenty of 
action spiced with both suspense and humour. 


The story line 


You control Klaymen, the floppy-limbed hero 
of this story. Klaymen is placed in a magical 
world, the Neverhood, formed by Hoburg, its 
lonely ruler. Magic clay brings life to its 
newly sculpted inhabitants. One of Hoburg’s 
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Ready to Play. 


creations, Klogg, has nothing but 
evil on his newly-sculpted mind, so 
(predictably), he plans to overthrow 
the ruler. 

Klaymen’s task is to gain 
knowledge so that he can restore 
peace to the Neverhood. Barring his 
way are a multitude of puzzles, 
freakish oversize crustaceans and 
other outlandish obstacles. 
Fortunately, Klaymen (or you, as 
you control him) can afford to 
make mistakes—the unique clay 
constitution of the character almost 
ensures that he cannot die—on 
most occasions he simply resprouts 
missing limbs and can even grow a 
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The Neverhood 






Minimum System Requirements 


Multimedia PC with Pentium 75 
MHz processor 


8 MB of RAM (16 MB 
recommended) 


4-speed CD-ROM drive 
SVGA monitor 


8-bit Windows-compatible 
sound card and speakers 


10 MB hard disk space 
Windows 95 














Availability and cost 


Distributed in Australia by 


Microsoft Pty Ltd 
Microsoft Park 

65 Epping Road 
North Ryde NSW 2113 
Rrp: $79 


Classification: General (all ages). 









60 


new head. Certainly Klaymen 
received more than his fair share of 
bashings and other misfortunes 
whilst he was under my control. 
Traditionally, plenty of trap doors, 
hidden hallways and other bizarre 
and secret places are included in 
the 60 or so interactive areas 
available. If you need help, one 
scene, which you must revisit for 
the purpose, offers the chance to 
grab a note from a hook on the 
wall. This note provides a helpful 
message, which changes its content 
as you progress through the medley 
of puzzles. The game offers players 
an estimated 40 hours of gameplay. 


The screen shots 


Since much of the appeal of this 
product lies in the clay modelling 
and lighting effects, screen shots of 
some of the action is virtually 
essential. Unfortunately, Neverhood 
uses its own screen drivers once the 
game has started and these 
evidently do not permit correctly 
coloured and textured screen 
captures to be placed on the 
clipboard. 

Fortunately, DreamWorks runs 
some interesting and helpful Web 
pages, which include some suitable 
shots of the characters and scenes 
from the Neverhood, some of which 
are reproduced here, with thanks. 
The sites are 
http://www.neverhood.com and 
http://www.dreamworksgames.com. 
They contain many tips and guides 
to playing the game. 


Conclusion 

The Neverhood provides numerous 
interesting and amusing challenges 
and will appeal to all ages. 


Mt fev, 
WA RE 


The Neverhood on 


Below and previous page: Images from the DreamWorks Web site. 
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the Internet. 
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hese puzzles are designed 

to be solved without using a 
computer—if a bird-brain can 
write them, another bird-brain can 
solve them! 


Solve the puzzle (you may use plain 
paper or a photocopy—you do not need 
to mutilate your PC Update) and send 
your entry to 


Peter’s PC Update Puzzle 
May 

PO Box 14 

Ringwood VIC 3134 


to arrive by Friday 30 May. 


We'll publish the solutions and the 
winner in the July PC Update. 


No, entries cannot be accepted by fax or 
e-mail; good old-fashioned snail-mail 
gives everyone an equal opportunity and 
won't clog up my e-mail or fax! Also 
please don’t send entries to the Melb PC 
office—they are busy enough. 


Mother 
Colour 











Daughters 
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Daughters 


Mother 
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Daughters 

















Prize 
The Corel cb Pandora’s Box. 


Mother’s Day Muddle 


The five Stuart sisters, Sarah, Shirley, 

Sandra, Sharon and Stephanie, each have 

two daughters, the elder of which are 

Sally, Stella, Sabina, Sheila and Sonia. 

With the help of their younger sisters, 

the daughters chose different 

chrysanthemums (one set of which was 

white) for their Mother’s day gifts. Who 

is in each family and what colour 

flowers did each mother receive? 

1. Stephanie isn’t Sabina’s mother. 

2. Samantha is Sandra’s daughter. 

3. Sonia bought orange chrysanthemums 
but Sybil purchased purple. 

4. Shirley liked her yellow flowers. 

5. Sharon is Stella’s mother. 

6. Sadie is Sabina’s sister, they didn’t 
choose red chrysanthemums. 

7. None of Sonia, Sheila, Sybil and 
Samantha are sisters. 

8. Sybil, Sylvia and Sadie are three of 
Shirley’s nieces. 

9. Stephanie isn’t Sophie’s mother. 


April’s results 
The winner is Robert Foster from Sunshine. 


Solutions 


e Strained Relations 
Brian, Mary, George, June 
Bob, Kath, Edward, Jane 
Barry, Prue, Ian, Joan 
Ben, Noeline, Harry, Jill 
Bill, Lynn, Fred, Jenny 
Bert, Olive, David, Jean 
e Permambulating Proverb 
It is ill sitting at Rome and striving 


with the Pope. O 
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bo of the box. For if hope had 
escaped, the rest of the evil miseries 






























Answers received 


From: John M Graham for Steve Sandford on 
converting Commodore files. The first question 
is—Can a Commodore disk be read by DOS 
on a PC? My guess is no. Somewhere in our 
freeware/shareware files is a disk that has 
several translators on it. | would expect that, 
because Commodore was widely used it 
would be on the disk. If it isn’t then check on 
the disk for the name of the group that wrote 
the disk and contact them. | needed to 
translate from Sharp 5600 to DOS and they 
sent me files to use on my PC that did the 
job. If | remember correctly it cost US$20. 
This was years ago. | do not know whether 
the company still exists and | cannot find the 
old disks. Secondly, if you can read the tiles 
on a PC but they are not immediately usetul, 
then a very simple BASIC or PASCAL program 
can do a byte by byte conversion to modern 
ASCIl and at the same time convert some of 
the control symbols to visible characters. 
When you can look at the file and it makes a 
bit of sense, then write another program to 
convert it to whatever is the desired final 
destination. If Steve does not receive a better 
reply he can contact me for more into if he 
wants to. 


From: Ben Page about Commodore 128. Try 
to download a program called Personal C64, 
which will not only convert the files, but also 
comes with (I think) a text file on how to make 
a cable to link up the old disk drive to an IBM. 


From: Ben Page. When using the DIR 
command, the actual space is given in bytes. 
Remembering that a megabyte is not 
1,000,000 bytes, rather it is 1,048,576 bytes, 
in Explorer it does not give free space in 
bytes, rather megabytes. This is quite 
annoying, and | don’t know why Microsoft do 
it. You'll notice on an empty 1.4 MB disk, it 
says it only has 1.38 MB tree. 


From: Marc Sapper: Dial up network unable 
to negotiate a compatible connection. This is 
caused (primarily) if Windows 95 has not got 
TCP/IP installed. This can be checked through 
Control Panel, Network, Configuration. If it is 
not listed then use the ADD button. | came 
across this when | accidentally removed it. It 
took me a day to twig what had happened 
and | was getting the same message as the 
questioner. If it is installed then it suggests an 
error in the connections settings (somebody 
did not read the Melb PC manuals on 
scripting which give a very good step by step 
guide) in Dial Up networking 


Random access 


Questions and answers 


@ | use an HP 4L printer on a 486 PC. A 
DOS print takes 3-4 minutes for a simple 
file. Windows 3.11 will not print. If | do a 
DOS print first and then start Windows it 
will work. | have tried changing printer 
cables without success. The printer works 
satisfactorily with another computer. 


A Re-install the printer drivers. Check it there 
is @ newer version of the software on the 
HP internet site or their BBS. If that doesn’t 
work it could be a faulty printer driver 


chip. Try using a cheap printer card set up 
as LPT2. 


@ | put Windows 95 on my 486/66 with 64 
MB of memory. Every so often it will go 
away “wool gathering.” Esc will sometimes 
get it back otherwise it remains frozen. It 
can happen with the Windows 95 screen 
interface, within programs or when 
printing. 

A Assimilar problem turned out to be the 
motherboard with a Cyrix 486 DLC chip. 
These chips are known to have this 
problem. 


@ | was using Eudora and Netscape before | 
installed the new Internet kit. Now | 
cannot open Eudora as | get an error 
stating that it cannot open the POP server. 
Netscape will fall down occasionally. | 
have no longer got the original Trumpet, 
etc, so | cannot go back to the original 
setup. 


A You will have to reconfigure Eudora and 
ensure that the POP server is correctly set 
up. 

@ !f 1 save the text from an HTML and save 


the picture separately, how can | open the 
HTML with both the text and images? 


‘Over to You 


: Pease contact me e if you have any comments on the answers 
‘given; can provide a reply for the unanswered questions; or if you 
cannot attend the monthly meeting and would like a au a : 
asked and included in this column. a 


To contact me: write to me care of the office, ne a mesoye on 


the BBS or telephone me on 

(03) 9270 6115 BH 

(03) 9857 5567 AH _ 
or e-mail me at iam’ qu 





Jobn Swale ¥ _ 


A |n Netscape 3 open the HTML file for edit. 
Netscape will say you can’t edit the file 
and ask for a local save directory. This will 
save all the pictures. If the pictures do not 
appear you open the file again in the 
editor, right mouse click on the position 
where the picture should be. There will be 
a subdirectory for the picture, edit it and 
remove the subdirectory name leaving 
only the picture name and save the page. 
All the pictures should now appear. 


@ When | delete files from my hard disk, 
LvIEW still shows them there in the history. 


A |View stores the file names in the INI file. 
Either edit them out of the INI file or use 
LVIEW to open several files which will then 
be the ones in the file list. 


Unanswered questions 


@ | have just replaced a 486 with a 6x86 
and everything was OK until | installed 
Windows 95. Windows 95 works. When | 
try installing applications | get the 
message that the registry is corrupt please 
go back and use the old one. All the 
entries in the panels that you open have 
.LNK on the end of them. This happens it 
| install Windows 95 full version or as an 
upgrade to Windows 3.11. 


@ | have the latest OEM version of Windows 
95. This is only available with a new 
machine. When starting Windows 95 you 
can hit F8 to get the menu. There are 
several items on the menu, the last of 
which is “Restart your previous version of 
DOS.” If | do this it starts DOS 6.22 all 
right. Then if | try to restart the machine it 
almost gets to the message “Starting 
Windows 95" then it hangs. It is trying to 
start on the DOS 6.22 COMMAND.COM. 
When | did an upgrade to update the 
system, it started to upgrade, then it asked 
for the OEM number which is on the front 
of the pack. | put in the number but it 
was rejected. The dealer had used a 
different version when setting up the 
system. | have a diskette with the Windows 
95 system on it and | have to SYS the 
system back on. Has anyone got a better 
work around? 


@ | have an 18M PS/1 that has had a hard 
disk and memory upgrade with non-IBM 
parts. There have been many problems 
that | cannot resolve. Is there anyone else 
who has gone through this type of 
upgrade? 
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@ From Ron Whitley: I’m familiar with 
Windows 95 in changing the Desktop 
display and Screen saver backdrops, but 
would like to know how to add more 
pictures from another source. 


@ From Mike Williams: | cannot activate the 
spell checker on Internet Explorer (Mail). It 
is supposed to share the spell checker 
with MS Office 95 which | have installed. 
What is the tricke 


@ From Owen Bentley: Below is a copy of 
my e-mail to my ISP (Internex) about a 
problem with passwords in Netscape Mail. 
| also use the Melb PC internet service, 
and | don’t encounter the “password entry 
dialog” box with that service. Can anyone 
provide any tips | could try? When | tried 
to access my mail a “password entry 
dialog” box came up with the message: 


The POP3 server responded: 
benson logon failed (1326) 
at point 3 in PASS 

Please enter a new password. 


Neither of my usual passwords worked 
and the box came up with each attempt. 4 
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| The Melbourne PC User Group Training Centre is | 
| available for rental, on a casual or regular basis. | 


12 Peatioms and network server 
Adjecont to Administration Office 
_ All facilities available 
| Comfortable surroundings 














| Condact your classes here 


For further | 
information contact: | 
Melbourne | 

PC User Group | 
Administration Office | 
2nd Floor | 

66 Albert Road | 
South Melbourne | 
VIC 3205 | 

Ph: (03) 9699 4222 } 
Fax: (03) 699 6499 | 
















































Monthly meeting 
All members and guests 
welcome 





| Melbourne PC User Group gratefully 
| acknowledges the support provided 
| by the following organisations: 


Pharmacy College 
381 Royal Parade 


| American Power Conversion for the Parkville 
| supply of six uninterruptible power 

| supplies for the Group’s 

| Communications Centre. 6.00 pm 


First Wednesday 
each month except 
January 


| ACA Pacific for the donation of a 

| Diamond Stealth Video card for 

| PC Update production. 

| Computer Rebuilds for the supply of 
| equipment for PC Update production 
_and the group’s communications 

| centre. 


An average of over 500 members and 
guests attend our monthly meetings, 
which provide an excellent forum to 

introduce and release new products to 

those who are both users and decision 
makers. Meetings are arranged 
around planned themes. Members or 

_ presenters who are able to assist or 
contribute are invited to contact the 

convener. 


Stan Johnstone Meetings convener 
and administrator 


Corel Corporation for copies of 

| CorelDRAW! and Corel Ventura 

| Publisher used in the production of 

_ PC Update. 

| Dell Computer for a Dell PowerLine 

| 400SE PC to support the Internet service. 
| Hayes for the supply of modems for 

| the group’s Communications Centre. 


| Hewlett-Packard for an HP LaserJet Phone: (03) 9578 3091 BH | 
| 4M printer for administration and a e-mail stanj@melbpc.org.au | 
| Vectra PC, ScanJet scanner and HP 

| LaserJet 5Si MX used in the Next meeting 

| production of PC Update. 

| Michaels Camera & Video for a 7 May Desktop Publishing 

| Kodak DC20 Digital Camera. Some new software 
Microsoft for ongoing contributions. and sa demonstration of 

how Peter Smith puts 
SEALCORP Computer Products for PC Update together 

| the supply of equipment for the Plus: | 


| group’s Communications Centre. 

| SONY Australia for the supply of 

| equipment for PC Update production. 
| SEALCORP Computer Products for 

| the supply of equipment for the 

| group’s Communications Centre. 


e The usual giveaways 

e Random Access 

e Shareware Library Sales 

e Socialising : 

e Don’t forget the Waffle SIG 
after the meeting. : 





| Symantec for ongoing contributions. 0 | 
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I year on-site warranty, delivery, setup. * 
2 year parts, unlimited labour warranty. 
3 year on-site warranty on Hundai monitor. 




















*- Limited to Melbourne metro areas only. Conditions apply. 


Not exactly what your looking for? 
We can custom build systems to your 
specifications! Call for a quote. 

















nly. Actual units will vary. 


Picture for illustration purpose 





IBM 6x86 P200+ CPU G choice of desk-top or G Intel Pentium-166MMX CPUS choice of desk-top or = ih ial ceal 66MMX CPUS pics paietieseen ee or 32M RAM 

& 256K cache mini-tower case f 512K cache mini-tower case . 

16M EDO RAM & Windows 95 Gl 32M EDO RAM G Internal Intel MMX CPU < . peers teat a penn internal 3.2GHDD 

@ 1.6G EIDE HDD & Vet antivirus software  & 2.1G EIDE HDD 33.6K faximodem 39M RAM or wel a nipsiade oe oe, =. 16K CD-ROM DRIVE 
© 1.44M FDD @ 1.44M FDD & Windows 95 

f&| 2M ET6000 PCI video card {| 2M Diamond Stealth 3D f= Vet antivirus software 2. 16 HDD g ca ideo set L : rhein printer Fax/modem 

‘2 15" Goldstar NILR monitor 16M RAM 1.66 HDD PCI video card 16X CD-ROM DRIVE c i Beadcrah |LR monitor & Windows 95 Colour printer 

Gl 16X CD-ROM drive 1GK CD-ROM DRIVE = 2 18" Hyundai NI LR monitor eas eres = Ve vantvins Sowers 

a 16-bit sound card ae , g 16X CD-ROM drive Fax/modem tn ound Blaster 32PnP = Microsoft CD. bundle 


&I Pair of speakers 
& Microsoft mouse & pad 
fi 104 keyboard 








fi Sound Blaster 16PnP 
& Pair of speakers 

& Microsoft mouse & pad 
=| 104 keyboard 














; 








| 








75MHz 


133MHz 


$2885 $3075 
Model 3510 


Features: Options: 


- Genuine Intel Pentium CPU 





a : - Upgrade to 

- 10.4" TFT active colour screen 4.3Gb HDD $100 
- 8M RAM 

4.4G HDD - Upgrade to 
— 14 
- 1.44M FDD aan sas 
- 86 key keyboard 

oe eee 6X CD-ROM $309 
- 1M PCI graphics card Wind 95 
- Integrated 16-bit sound module ~~ "COWS 
- Built-in MIC & stereo speakers $140 
- Glide-pad pointing device 2 year * return to base 
- NiMH battery warranty! ! 


- 1 year on screen, battery, & accessories L 


| Pair of speakers 
I Microsoft mouse & pad 
| Honeywell 104 keyboard 























Specifications: 
- Genuine Intel PentiumPro Z200MHz CPU 
- 32M of fast EDO RAM 

- 2.1G mode 4 enhanced IDE HDD 
-1.44M FDD >» 








- 15" Goldstar 56i monitor 
- 2M Hercules Dynamite 128 | : 
- 12X CD-ROM / SB16PnP / speakers 
- MS mouse and pad 

- Honeywell 104 keyboard 

- ATX mini-tower case 


- Microsoft NT4.0 Workstation 
2 year parts and unlimited labour warranty! 
I year on-site warranty, FREE delivery and setup! * 


* - Limited to Melbourne metropolitan areas only. Conditions apply. 















120MHz 150MHz 166MHz_ 
$1425 $1535 $1750 


Specifications: 
- Genuine Inte! Pentium CPU 
- 16M of fast EDO RAM / 256K cache 
- 1.6G mode 4 enhanced IDE HDD 
- 1.44M HDD 
- 14" non-interlaced monitor 
- 1M Trident 9680 PCI video card 
- MS mouse & pad 
- 104 keyboard 
- choice of desk-top or mini-tower case 
- Windows 95 
2 year parts and unlimited labour warranty! 











1M 30pin 





nlyuncai monitors 


Conforms to MPR II low radiation 





BJC-210 











a $15 eG 14 Plus $395 | Economical bubble jet printer 

3 ak $55 DeluxScan 15 Pro $485 BJC- 4200 

4M 72pin $45 DeluxScan 17 $945 ' Professional bubble jet printer 

4M 72pin EDO $39 DeluxScan 21 $2395 

8M 72pin $73 Colour Matbed SB2QDN2F Matrox Mystique 2M SGRAM $279 

8M 72vin EDO Matrox Millenium 2M WRAM $339 

46M 7Dpin =: OMMEg 2) Al? utiyas ig lia Diamond Stealth 3D 2M EDO $169 

46M 72pin EDO 13 Zip, the easiest way to backup your stuff. - Up to 24-bit true Diamond Stealth Edge 3D 2M VRAM_ = $469 
pin $ 9 colour scanning Hercules Terminator 3D 2M EDO $269 

32M 72pin EDO $259 - Scan from 75 to 4800DPI! Hercules Dynamite 128 2M MDRAM = $269 








KTX 33.6K ext. 


$149 





Dynalink 33.6K int. $739 
Dynalink 33.6K ext. $759 
Commwave 33.6K int. $779 
Banksia 33.6K int. $209 
Banksia 33.6K ext. $249 
Netcomm 33.6K int. $779 
Netcomm 33.6K ext. $249 







- fast single pass scanning 
- SCSI interface Inlcuded* 


Zip Accessories: - TWAIN compatible 


Zip Disks $22 * : : 
Zip Diek Organiser’ 517 also available with Parallel Port 
Zip Carry Case $39 interface. Ideal for notebooks! 


Zip Zoom SCSI Card $89 


1.6G NEC 
2.1G NEC 
2.5G Maxtor 
3.2G Quantum 
3.8G Quantum 
5.1G Maxtor 


pigaByieR Ty Duar) 


Including fan & heatsink! 














unin here ely 
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"Multimedia® *Internet ready* *Printer’* 
Ideal for first time buyers! 
- Genuine Intel Pentium-133MHz CPU  - Microsoft mouse & pad 





- 512K pipeline cache - 104 keyboard 

- ie ote “in - aloe of desk-top or 
$309 - 1.66 mode mini-tower case 

- 1.44M FDD - Windows 95 
$349 - 2M Tseng ET6000+ PCI video card Microsoft CD bundle 
$369 - 15" KTX monitor - Canon BJC-210 colour 
$439 - 12X speed CD-ROM drive printer 
$499 - Taskmaster Pro full duplex sound 

with 33.6K fax/imodem 

$629 - Pair of speakers 

















© 





Enquiries Hotline: 13119 


City: 305 Latrobe St. 
Coburg: 311 Sydney Ra. 


Clayton: Cnr, Blackburn & Wellington Ras. P 


Blackburn: 88 South Pde. 








aires _ address: 
www.tecs.com.au 


n(03)9602-3499 Far 3)9642-855' 
h:(03)9883-7511 Fax:(03)9883-7896 
h:(03)9562-9504 Fax:(03)9562-9261 
h:(03)9877-7071 Fax:(03}9877-708 


Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E & 








a 

















